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1975 County Historical Committee. January Committee Meeting

State Annual Meeting.

Mather Log Cabin,

January Newsletter,

4-5-6, Mather Log Cabin,

7-8 . Henderson Building,

9.
10.

Georgetown, Texas

Granger, Texas.,

Story of John H. McLean.

11-12. 01d Buildings in Georgetown, Texas

130

February Committee Meeting, Mather Log Cabin,

14-15, Jarrell, Texas.

16-17. Florence, Texas, Historical Ordinance.

18-19. Jonah, Texas.

20.

Rebuilding Log Cabin.

21-22, Burleson vs K K K.

23-24, Cedar Park, Texas

25-2€6. Andice, Texas

27 .

Andice, Texas buildings. Florence Cemetery. Liberty Hill - Store.

28-29, Liberty Hill, Texas

30-31., Coupland, Texas

32.

33.
34,
350
36.

37.

Cemetery at Granger Dam Project. April Committee Meeting.

Leander Town Site Marker.

Leander, Texas. Town Site Marker,

April 1975 Newsletter

History of Leander, Texas
Land of Good Water, by Clara Scarbrough named the best Historical

Publication for 1974 by the Texas Historical Commission.,
Clara Scarbrough receiving Certificate recognizing her book.

01d Southwestern University Bell in Mood'Hali\yuseum.
Williamson County Historical Committee to host ‘Regional Meeting.




38, Mrs. Lynn Burnette and Mrs. Jo Ann Morse accepting Bigentennial
* certificate from Sam Kinch, Sr.

39, Regional Meeting of Texas Historical Commission, April 16, 1975
40, Georgetown Students to publish sketches of historic sites,

41, Bagdad Cemetery. 1420 marked graves.

42-43, Round Rock and Georgetown. Historic Past.

L4, Committee Meeting, May 1, 1975. Log Cabin Chimney.

L5, Leander Marker, Unveiled.

46. Leander Marker unveiled. Woodmen of the World, 1914,

47-48-49-50/ San Gabriel Masonic Lodge, Georgetown, Texas

51, San Gabriel Masonic Lodge.
Meteorite at Edwards Park. Georgetown.

52-53. Story of the Williamson County SUK., 1877 to 1975.

54, Joseph Rubarth. 1797 - 1867. In Battle of Waterloo.
Maceconia Baptist Church.
Pfluger Cemetery, Pflugerville, Texas - to get marker.

55. Nrs. Clara Scarbrough Award for her History of Williamson County.
Bronze bust of Sheriff Henry Matysek.

56. Williamson County Markers - to be placed.
Austin Genealogical Society praises Mrs. Scarbrough for her
book "Land of Good Water".

57. Cemeteries of Williamson, Volume I, Complete.

8., Williamson County Cemeteries compiled, Volu - e B
2 Historical Survé% Comﬁgttee namépc anged %o.%is%orlcal Commission,

\

59, Family Land Heritage Program. . . . more Williamson Céunty Farms
added to this list.
John G. Matthews Farm, the Saul Ranch, John D. Mason Farm.

€0. Willizmson County Historical Commission meets in Round Rock Sert. 4th
01d Glasscock Home in Georgetown, to be moved.

€1. Daughter of Revolutionary Soldier buried in Round Rock, Texas
Lineage of Jean Dickey Blair.

62. Biographies from Blair Magazine.
63. Lineage of Jean Dickey Blair, Picture of Grave in Round Rock.
64, August 1975 Newsletter.

65. Twelfth Annual Meeting of Texas Historical Commission,
Nacogdoches, Texas October 24-25, 1975




66.
67.
68.
€9.
70.
71,
725

73.
4.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79,
83,
85.
86.
87.
88.
89,
91,
92.
93.

Volume I, Cemetery Inscriptions presented to Round Rock Library.
September 30, 1975 Newsletter,

Round Rock - Replacement of Marker.

Round Rock, History.

Letter from - - Log Cabin Register.

Williamson County Courthouse.

Southwestern University Administration Building and Mood Hall
placed on National Register.

Williamson County Sheriffs from 1848 to 1974.

First Mathodist Church, Georgetown, Texas Replacement of Marker.
First Methodist Church, Georgetown, Texas - History.

Leander, Town Site Marker.

Leander, Texas - History.

A. M, Brown Log Cabin - - Marker,

80, 81, 82. A, M., Brown Log Cabin. History and Description.

84. First Baptist Church, Liberty Hill, Texas. History.

Liberty Hill Baptist Church - History.

Texas Texas Land Heritage Program.

90. Coi. J. T, Coffee - Family.

Falconer Home, Temple, Texas. Coffee descendant,
Dewey Bradford, Austin, Texas., Coffee descendant.

Eunice Allen Vontrees Coffee.




oL, Texas Historical Annual Meeting, Octover 23, 25, 1975

95, Ribbons from Texas Annual Meeting.
96, Williamson County Awards.
97. Williamson County Quota Buster Certificate.

98. Congratulations from Texas Historical Foundation for quota
Buster Certificate.

99. Williamson County wins Top Awards. ]
Williamson County Completes Volume I of wWilliamson County
Cemetery Inscriptions.

100, 101, Volume I Williamson County Cemetery Inscriptions presented
to Georgetown Library.
102. Gabriel Mills - - Marker

103. Eambriel Mills - - History.
104., 105, 106, 107. History of Georgetown Post Office.

108, Williamson County Historical Commission wins many Awards.

109., 110. List of Log Cabins in Williamson County.




Historical Conimittee

Clara Scarbrough to chair historical committee

County Commissioners ap-
pointed Clara Scarbrough of
Georgetown to chair the

 Williamson County Historical

Survey Committee for 1975-76,

. Appointments were made at

Monday's commissioners’
court meeting.
Other officers included Vice-

chairman Ruth Mantor of
Taylor, Secretary-treasurer
Estha Scoggins of Georgetown
and Public Relations,
Newsletter editor Myreta
Matthews of Liberty Hill:
Community representatives
include Melba Schwertner,

Dot Goff, Florence.
Community representatives
from Georgetown are Laverne
Faubion, Judge and Mrs.
Luther Chance, Dr. and Mrs.
Van Tipton, Judge Sam Stone,
Gene Hargett and Mms. LeRoy
Johnson, Edith Caswell, Robert

Pettus, Scoggins, and Scar-
brough.

Representatives from other
communities are Bartlett, Mrs.
Stanley Schwertner; Florence,
Effie McLeod; Granger, Mrs.
Henry Labaj; Hutto, Mr. and
Mrs. Emery Blackman; and

Bartlett; Effie McLeod, and

Morse, Carl Burnette, Sally

Jarrell, Cora Sexton and Mrs.

seeks basic records

The Williamson County His-
torical Survey Committee met
January 2 at the Georgetown
Public Library.

Mrs. Clara Scarbrough,
chairman, presided and reports
were made from the four com-
munities represented. This in-
cluded additional cemeteries
whose listings are complete,

___————_‘—_——_°

The County Committee under
the direction and guidance of
the State Historical Commis-
sion has a program of
Historical Research. Before the
basic records are beyond reach,
it is of utmost importance that
the County Historical Survey
Committee catalogue or index
the available material. County
lands, probates, births, deaths,
marriages, directories (city,
school, telephone), cemeteries,
church and club records,
naturalization records, Masonic
records, Grange records, social
records of all types need to be
abstracted, indexed and inven-
toried. To the above list the
Williamson County Committee
voted to include pictures that
may be in old family albums or
trunks in an attic. Any of these
could be reproduced by copying
machines or cameras and the
original returned to the owner
if it is so desired.

The committee has done
much in this field but there is
much material yet to be un-
covered and it will require the
help of many people who can
remember details of past
events or hearing older family
members tell of them.

Communities represented at
the meeting were Taylor,
Georgetown, Florence and
Liberty Hill.
Committee reporter

I

= Tommie Lee Buchanan.

Also are Fay Richardson,
Harold Asher and Miss
Matthews of Liberty Hill; Mrs.
John Ledbetter, Mrs. D. B.
Gregg. Round Rock; A. M.
Ahlgreen, Thomas McDonald,
Mrs. Joe Hannah Forson, Miss
Mantor and Ranken Kennedy,
Taylor.

Special committees include
historical preservation with
Laverne Faubion (west),
Thomas McDonald (east) and
all community representatives.

Heading the Historical
Markers Committee are Harold
Asher (west) and A. M.
Ahlgreen (east) with all com-
munity representatives serving
as members.

Mmes. Caswell, Buchanan,
Ledbetter, Miss Mantor and
Kennedy will be in charge of the
History Appreciation and
Junior History Clubs.

Hargett is chairman of the
Advisory Committee.

The Budget committee will
be headed by Judge Chance.

THC Annual Meéting Success in New Braunfels

Over 400 people attended a very suc-
cessful 1974 THC Annual Meeting in
New Braunfels Oct. 25-26.

There were 19 winners in the various
contests among county historical survey
committees sponsored in 1974 by THC;
they were announced at the Annual
Meeting and given prizes consisting of a
small, tramed replica of an Official Tex~
as Historical Building Medallion with a
plaque identifying the winning person or
committee. The winners are listed below.

Best Program of Work
(Mi.lard C. Cope Award)
1. Nueces County

2. Marion County

3. Travis County
Outstanding County Committee

Chairman (John Ben Shepperd Award)

1. Max S. Lale (Harrison County)

2. Mrs. Katherine R. Wise (Marion
County)

3. tM;'s Vernon Schuder (Walker Coun-
y

Outstanding Sub ittee Chairman

1. Dr. Richard Marcum (Nueces Coun-
t

y
2. David Robertson (Marion County)

3. M)rs. R. F. Blackwell (DeWitt Coun-
ty

THE MEDALLION

NOV.-DEC. 1974

Outstanding Committee Member

Mulkey Owens (Travis County)

2. J. R. Hogge (Carson County)

3. M;s. H. A. Willey (Fort Bend Coun-
ty

—

Best Newsletter
Crosby County
Houston County
. Smith County
Honorable Mention. Scurry County
Best Scrapbook
1. Carson County
2. Crosby County
3. DeWitt County

In addition, 41 county historical sur-
vey committees from across the state
received recognition for outstanding local
preservation programs. Each of these
groups was given a Distinguished Service
Award for having conducted progressive
and well-rounded preservation efforts
during the last year.

The winning counties were Anderson,
Bowie, Brooks, Burleson, Carson, Coke,
Colorado, Crockett, Crosby, DeWitt,
Fannin, Fort Bend, Freestone, Galveston,
Garza, Gray, Grayson, Grimes, Hale,
Harris, Harrison, Hays, Hildalgo, Hill,
Houston, Kimble, Kleberg, Jasper, Mar-
ion, Midland, Newton, Nueces, Runnels,
Scurry, Shackelford, Travis, Walker,
Washington, Williamson, Wise, and
Young.

2ol
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS

WILLTAVZON CCANTY HISTORICAT SITVEY COMITIREE
Clasa Searbrough, Chairmsa

FTWSLETTER NUVBER CUR

P, . JAVJARY 10, 1975

In 1970 the Tezas Histovieal Ceumisclon adovtad o set o7 'Gosls for tue Seventies". Thais

was & cadprehennive vrogvas 01 Jork an e field or Tizloricot Freser+yiion. The vasic

policy is to promole these goels Ly cocparative ersros witn otasr Shale Azencies and

Peparireats and by miding sad encowrcging the Couney Coumitie=s in varlons vays of carry-

jne vut the progesa.  These plans includa, amorg others, the frllowing d:visiors:

MARWZWG: Acvancing hictorical marking, -
reCorQn, --
1ocel reeovds.

FIZLD WCORK:

- Prescrving local history
Accuiculabting ard pressrving wiscellcnoous

Stimulate the stuly of Tewas History. Tremote an

annuel County Hintory Appreciation observatioa with
suitable exhibite.

In 197‘-'!- the William:zon County Historical Coittee made son2 iipartar niw ctarts in
prozoting awareness of historical sites by offering essistaice to swvarsl tovrs that
origineled with Vhe comirg o2

vie railroad through the cowrunity. Lecnder ead Thrall
are in the final stages of o%:aini 9g Narikers.

over the years meny sitez end structures have been identiPfied and wrahed. Hew chaiten
for the Historicel Macker sub-commiiece are Eero-d Asher (w2st) end L. E. Ahigreen (east).

Sore succese hac been attuined in prescvving local history wecords. The effosts of the

entire comnittce arc now turred to obtaining cemetery lccations with ilists of nawes and
dates. The Chaiimen of this sub-cormittee eve Laverne TFsubion {west) and Thowas
Mchonald (east). These will be assembled ond preserved in librarvies and other suitable
places. Ficase bring athsched lis® to meetings.

To the above sccurulation old documents erd pictures are being sought - if not the origi-

nal tken a photorrspiic copy will suffice. Mrs. Scarbrough has an impressive collection
and will assist anyone hsvirg a "find",

In Field Work a rew sub-committee is working té stimulate the study of Texas Eistory in

the High Schools of Williemron County. Members of this committes ere Mrs. Caswell , Mrs.
Buchanan, Mrs. Ledbetter, Miss Mactor ond Mr. Kennedy.

These sub-ccmmitice chairmen will welcome any information or suggestion from ell mem-
bers. The nsmes and addresses appear in the list below:

T/MEON COUNTY HISTORICAL SURVIY COMMITIEE APFOINTMENTS FOR 1975

Clara Scarbrough (Mrs. Don) 1318 B. University Ave., Georgetown 78626 863-2115
(Chairman)

Ruth Mantor 1118 W. Tth Street, Taylor T657k4 352-2703
(Vice Chairman)

Estha Scoggins (Mrs. Harold) 1707 Main, Georgetown 78626 863-3392
(Secretary-Treasurer)

A. M. Ahlgreen 708 lieClure, Taylor T65TL 352-2379

Harold Asher Route #1, Liberty Hill 78642 778-5091

Mr. & Mrs. Fmery Blackman P. O. Box 111, Hutto 7863k 846-2155

Tommie Lee Buchenan (Mrs. F. W.) Box 376, Jarrell 76537 TL6-2154
Lyrn Burnette (lMrs. Carl) 128 Melanie Drive, Georgetown 78626 863-3210
Edith Caswell (Mrs. Homer) 1607 Ilm Street, Georgetown T8626

863-2420
‘ Judge and Mrs. C. L. Chance (Jane) 1610 Pecan, Georgetown T8626 863-5018
—“Jpyerns-Feubion =712 Myrtle Street, Gaorgetown - 78626 - - - - 863-2179 ~
Mrs. Joe Hanneh Forson P. 0. Box 8:2, Taylor T65T4 352-2234
Dot Goff P. 0. Box 133, Florence T6527
Zelma Gregg (Mrs. D. B. ) P. O. Box 453, Round Rock T8664 255-3891
Gene Hergett 601 Austin Avenue, Georgetown 78626 863-5598
Juanita Johnson (Mrs. LeRoy) 508 Ridgecrest Drive, Georgetown T8626 863-6200
Ranken Kennedy 1700 Meadow Lane, Teylor 7652& &3323-5322
Stacy Lebaj (Mrs. Hen oute 71, Granger 0 s
Bern{ce Legbt(etter (Mg). e 3.) ﬁlé Maﬁgstreel ,5}310und Rock  T8664 255-3891
Myreta Matthews Box 127, Liberty Hill 78642 778-5249
Themas Mclonald 2203 Lathan Lane, Taylor T65T4 352-5658
Effie McLeod Route #1, Box 64, Florence T6527 783-2896
Jo Ann Morse (Mrs. Robert Oakcrest Drive, Georgetown T8626 863-3117
Sally Pettus 1506 Vine, Georgetown. 78626 863-5998
Mr. & Mrs., Alvin Ribbeck P, O, Box 386, Threll T6578 898-2130
Fey Richardson (Mrs. M, K.) P, O, Box 116, Liberty Hill 78642 778-5052

Melba Schverter (Mrs. Stanley) P. O. Box 29, Schwertmer T657T3 (817) 527-3969




 746-206h
£63-3562
863-3009

- e e e e o e e e e e = -

Dexas State Historical Comnieslon, PV, Box 12276, Capiftol #tation, Auctin

78711
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TAYLOR &rca-Circleville - Coupland
Avery (Dice's Croszing)

Rarker Family

Deyeravilie (2)

Couplend

Gordrer (Cirelevilla)

Gordon Family (¥ullicn Farm)
Kizbro
Mcore 2?)
Noack (Christ Church)
Rubarth, Joseph

st. Mary's (Taylor)
Stiba Family

Wilson Springs
Wuthrich Eill

ROUND ROCK
Lilen-Mciust
Chapran Femily
City of Round Rock
Maner

Smalley

JARREIL-WATRURG

Berry's Creek

Corn Hill

Land

Salyer-Millard e
Stockton

Theon (Holy Trinity)
Walburg (1)

Walburg (2)

GFORGETOVN Area

Adems (Andice Foed)

Berker (On Berker Place, west)
Bell

Georgetown I,0.0.F.
Georgetown Negro

Georgetown Catholic

Harper (John Ischy place)
Morrow

LIEFRTY HILL Area

Hunt

Los Tres Marias

Stubblefield (lost)
Upchurch-Wells (Wedemeyer Ranch)

T e~ T AT s T

CFDAR PARK-LEANDFR Area

Pagdnd

Jolly Family

Negro (near Travis County line)

Pond Springs

Rhodes

Walden

THRALL AND EAST END OF COUNTY
Beaukiss (new)

Guentzel

Lawhon

Lawrence Chapel

Mager

New Bern

Ramseur Family

Sandoval - Zion Church
Stiles Family

HITTO - JOKAL
futto City
dJutso Catholic
Hatto Mhoxicen
Sauls Family
Shiloh

Sweaien Lutheran

WETR - MATUTL 'S OROCDIT
Teury Family \4.-8F Miad)
Buflfalo Springs

Cn Eail Jechy Torm

O 0,43 Tundbery placa
I‘LL‘--:‘::’-.".

Quesa

Tosac-Mrace

Wexr Cloy

Weir (near old school)

FIOREVCE - ATDIOE

Andice

Cobb Springs

Florence City :

Matsler (Single grave on Aubrey Daniel Pl)
01d Floreace Fairground

Mahomes (Burnet County Library has it)
Mullen

Patlife — -

San Joge

Salado (Rell County line)

Darrell. Sybert place (1 stone, graves)
Tculinson

GRANGER - BARTLETT
Bartlett City

Calvery (west of Granger)
Cavenaugh

Donahue Creek

Jackson Family
Schwertner Family

Young Family

CEMETERIFS IN AREAS TO BE FLOODED BY THE
BUILDING OF DAMS

NORTE CABRIEL
Bullion, Cedwick, Jenkins

Keating-Maxwell, Sawyer

Tt N At

Beerd, Friendship, Machu, Lost graves on
Johnny Martinka place (Wm. Dickson)
Frank Zrubel place - 3 isolated graves.

Myreta Matthews
Committee Reporter



READYING FOR TRAVEL — More
volunteers, top left, dismantle the logs
and load them onto a truck for their
trip to Georgetown. Built in the early
1850%, the cabin was given to the city
by Emile Jamail of Austin. The Heri-

TEARING DOWN COMES FIRST —
Volunteers, left, remove square nails
from the interior of the cabin so that it
may be taken down. All of the cabin

SAVING A LOG CABIN — Mike Riddle
and Clara Scarbrough, right, co-chair-
persons of the Heritage Committee of
Georgetown’s Bicentennial Commission,

- )

St

aff Pholb"s by Ed Malci

Cabin Moving

tage society will have to obtain doi

tions of such supplics as shingles ai |
flooring and help from more volunlce,f
before the cabin can be restored on ilj
new site at the Lions Club Park on Au |
: "
tin Ave. off

or
20¢
parts were carefully photographed arg,
labeled so that the building can be r 41

constructed in Georgetown as part P
the city’s bicentennial celebration.

‘0

label the parts of the historic old Sa'l‘
el Mather log cabin at Gabriel M W

preparatory to moving it to Geor
town, |

y

k
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Historic Log Cabin moved

for new home in Georgetown

—— — -

The SUN Georgetown, Texas
Sec.1, Page 10 January 16, 1975

OOPS—REACH HIGH! Let’s get the top one, boys.

[l o i —

e e e e p T —

YES, THEY'RE HEAVY. The longer logs weigh about 300 pound% but there were plenty of willing

. ,
aniid hands  and strong muscles to ﬁhndleithem Saturday. wF



Samuel Mather's one-room log cabin on the
North Gabriel at Gabriel Mills was beginning to
tumble down last year when the Georgetown
Bicentennial Heritage Committee conceived the
idea of moving and restoring such a cabin here in
Georgetown. Emile Jamail, the owner of the
Mather place, said he did not want to restore the
cabin and that he would be glad to donate the
cabin to the City of Georgetown for this project.

Considerable planning by the Heritage Com-
mittee, chaired by Mrs. Clara Scarbrough and
Mike Riddle, plus consultations with Mr. and
Mrs. Jamail, City of Georgetown officials, the
Bicentennial Commission, the Lions Club and the
Georgetown Independent School officials, and a
number of individuals, led to a big day last Satur-
day. The little house was moved to Georgetown,
all in a matter of several hours!

On Friday afternoon, Mrs. Scarbrough, accom-
panied by Lee Zavala“and John Irwin of the
Georgetown High School industrial training
class, and their instructor, Arnim Humphreys,
went to the cabin site and labeled each log in the
building.

The next morning, Mr. Humphreys and
members of his high school class, Mike Riddle,
Mrs. Scarbrough, Henry Jimenez and Joe Torrez
of the City of Georgetown personnel, and Kenny
Jones and Mark Wieland of Glenn’s Arco Station
met at the Mather cabin to begin dismantling it.

The City of Georgetown furnished a truck, and
within a surprisingly short time, the huge logs
were being carefully loaded for their first trip
since about one hundred and twenty-five years
ago.

The cabin will be restored in the Austin Avgnue
Recreational Park operated by the local Lions
Club. .

. - -

THE CITY TRUCK looked huge as work began, but by the time the little cabin was loaded, it
appeared to have shrunk. Here, Joe Torres and Henry Jimenez look for a place to load the last few
boards.

G S

COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRMAN Clara Scarbrough followed the action with her camera, then per-
suaded the crew to rest a minute before taking up the floor. No pain at all, they grin. One of the
young volunteers commented, “Now I can tell my grandchildren about helping take down a log
cabin!" Standing, left to right are John Irwin, John Ziegler, Douglas Gattis and Gilbert Gilmore in
black hat behind Douglas; Mike Riddle, Mark Wieland, Arnim Humphreys, Lee Zavala, Joe Tarrez
and Henry Jimenez, Seated in front are Kenny Jones, Don Jansen and Jerry Lohman.

D
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Hendensou building ployed big nole
in eanly Geongetown business histony

(Editor's note: Georgetown

may soon have a historical dis-
trict, an arca encircling the
Courthouse Square, (eeming
4ith buildings of architectural
significance and history. This is
the first in a series of articles
telling the history of some of
these places. It is the history of
lot 1 in block 38, occupied by
Henderson's Appliances.)

One of the handsome old
buildings in Georgetown's
proposed historical district
stands on the site of our com-
munity’s very first store — the
M. B. Lockett two story stone
building now owned by Edward
Lee Evans and his wife, Eva,
and housing Henderson's
Appliances. a retail store. It is
on the southwest corner of the
block north of the Courthouse
Square. 119 West 7th Street.

THE STORY OF THIS SITE
is one of its colorful owners —
pioneers. merchants. and civic-
minded citizens.

Georgetown's post office is
believed to have been housed in
some of the early stores at this
place. and it is known to have
been located a few steps to the
east on the same block. in a
frame building, in the mid-
1880s.

Edward Lee Evans began his
career in the mercantile
business in 1934 when, as a high
school student, he had part-
time work clerking at Sam W.
Henderson's variety store
located in the middle of the
block. Ed and his brother, -
Wallace. formed a partnership
with “Mr. Sam™ in 1948 and,
about ten years later. Wallace
withdrew from the company to
establish his own insurance
business. Ed Evans and Sam
Henderson continued their
partnership and in 1966 bought
the west half of lot 1, block 38,
to open an appliance store
which they operated in conjunc-
tion with their variety store.
After Henderson's death in
1969. Ed Evans continued to run
both places. In 1971, Edward

' Lee Evans and his wife, Eva,

purchased the entire property
from the Henderson heirs.

Georgetown, Texas
January 16,1975

.1, Page3
[sec LB

INDIANS NO DOUBT fre-
quented the land now
designated lot 1. block 38, for
they had a village near the
forks of the San Gabriel River
in present San Gabriel Park,
but the first land record of the
site is August 1844 when the
Republic of Texas granted one
of its colonists, Clement
Stubblefield, 1476 acres.
Stubblefield did not come here
to claim his one-third league,
but sold this entire tract on Oc.
tober 10, 1848, to Thomas B.
Huling and George Washington

-Glasscock, partners in land

development, for $150. This was
the first monetary transaction
involving the Henderson site,
which came to a fraction more
than 10 cents an acre, less than
two cents for one of the city lots
(60 by 120 feet), or less than a
penny for Ed Evans' 30 hy 60
foot lot!

Huling-and Glasscock astute-
ly offered Williamson County
about 172 acres of their proper-
ty here if Georgetown were
selected as county seat. Of-
ficials of the new county
accepted the offer, and the land
was deeded to the county
November 20, 1849,

Lots in Georgetown were sold
by the county officials to ac-
cumulate funds for operating
the county. Before any record
of sale for lot 1, block 38, is
recorded, onc Andrew Jackson
Mackay (also variously spelled
Makay, McKay), ahout twenty
years old, put in a little storc on
the corner. Mackay was listed
as a trader in the 1850 census
and when another merchant,”
Josiah Taylor, moved to
Georgetown in the fall of 1849,

he found Mackay already in
business on the site under dis-
cussion.

Taylor had run a little store
at Shiloh on Brushy Creek and
wanted to continue in that
business, so he had made it a
point to know that Mackay had

about $250 worth of stock.
‘Young Mackay was firmly:

enough established, however, to
be appointed postmaster of
Georgetown October 1, 1849,
and served in that position until
August 9, 1850. In those years,
the post office was usually
located in the village store, and
it seems likely that the office
was in Mackay's store. Not
much else is known of Mackay,
except that he signed the peti-

_ tion to form Williamson Coun-

ty. and in the 1850 census was
living in the home of William
Cornelius Dalrymple, a soldier
and civic leader.

JOSIAH TAYLOR was 36
years old in 1849, and he and his
wife, Catherine, had five
children then. He negotiated
with Mackay for the store,
bought out his stock, added to
it, and became a merchant in
Georgetown.

His young son, Emzy Taylor,
clerked for him.

Greenleaf Fisk, Chief Justice
(County Judge) of Williamson
County, acting for the county,
sold four lots in Georgetown, in-
cluding lot 1 of block 38, to
Josiah Taylor for $29.75. The
price of the corner lot had ad-
vanced to a healthy $1.86!
Taylor was appointed post-
master to succeed Mackay on
August 9, 1850. Most likely he
continued to run the office in
the very modest little building.

Taylor’s grandson in later
years wrote that Josiah said
these pioneer stores had little
more than a barrel of whiskey,
some sulphur matches, and
some axle grease for sale, and
the owner often lived in the
store. In 1851, Josiah Taylor
erected a two story building due
west of his little store, on the
west side of Brushy Street (now
Austin Avenue), where First
National Bank stands in 1975,
and moved his store there. The
Georgetown Independent for
October 29 and November 6,
1856, carried advertisements
for Josiah Taylor & Co., “the
great emporium of fashion.”

No further records of the first
store site are found until after
the Civil War. On January 2,

, 1868, Josiah Taylor sold the

property to Captain Joseph
Clay Stiles Morrow and Captain
Francis L. Price, who paid $5,-
000 for four 60-foot lots facing
the Public Square, north of San
Gabriel Street (now 7th Street).
They are said to have opened
one of the largest mercantile
stores of the area and, accor-
ding to one account, did a “‘lam-
ming"" (whopping) business. In
order to have such an opera-
tion, the partners un-
questionably had to put up a
building. Since a two story
stone store and dwelling are
mentioned in an 1870 deed,
Morrow and Price undoubtedly

were the builders. Some believe
that the basic structure dates to

this time,

.

2 e
o e T B

b TR A # -

IN THE 1930s the M. B. Lockett Building Iooked_like this, Note
the two curved windows beneath the turret, which have since
been removed.
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MORROW AND PRICE
were extremely active in the
life of Georgetown, were young

and had served during the Civil |

War. On August 1, 1866, Morrow
married Sam Houston's eldest
daughter. Nancy ‘‘Nannie™
Elizabeth, and the couple im-
mediately set up housekeeping
in Georgetown. Francis L.
Price married in 1870 and he
and his bride built a home im-
mediately to the north of the
Morrow & Price store, handy to
the business. Both men are
credited with helping to bring
Southwestern University to
Georgetown and Dr. F. A.
Mood, its first president, said
that both came to the univer-
sity’s rescue during those early
difficult years. Price was one of
the founders of Grace
Episcopal Church and served as
alderman of Georgetown. He

was postmaster from January-

30. 1873 until 1882.
i

Captain Morrow sold his in-
terest in the store to Captain
Price on October 14, 1870, and
that same year they put up a
saw mill in Georgetown, con-
tinuing their partnership in this
business. In 1876, the county's
first railroad tracks were going
down across the southern sec-
tion of the county, reaching

Round Rock late in the:

summer. Captain Morrow and
two of his clerks, Jesse Eugene
Cooper and Sam W. Henderson,
moved some goods there to set
up a business. The same year,
on March 13, F. L. Price sold
his two 30-foot lots (lot 1, block
38) and his stone store and
dwelling which fronted on the
Square to a Galveston firm, P.
J. Willis and Bro., for $7,000.
‘The ‘‘stone two story store
and dwelling” are mentioned
repeatedly in deeds after 1868.
Whether these were separate
buildings, or whether the se-
cond floor of the stone store
was used as a dwelling, is not
“known. Since the upper story

was often used as a home dur-

ing this period, the writer
believes this is the likely option.
An item in the Williamson
County Sun of January 5, 1882,
stated that Captain F. L. Price
‘was retiring because of his
 health. He died in 1884, leaving
' a widow, Mrs, Callie E. Price,
and three children, Willie, Win-

fred and Annie. They still lived |

\in the home north of the old
Morrow & Price store, the

. home later occupied by Davis
Funeral Home and at present '

by Capital Land Title Company, -

601 Austin Avenue el

roperty about a year, |
“to Captain Emzy"l'aylo
~30-foot lots, block 38 )
vNovember 21, 1877, ,(or.:
the son_of J

P, wn.us 06., 5

A

Taylor, an earlier owner, and
Emzy had clerked in his
father’s store on the site. About
1880. Emzy Taylor opened a
small private bank at that
place, later organizing it as
IEmzy Taylor & Co. Bank. Since
he owned the lot across the
street to the west (as did Josiah
Taylor before him), Emzy
Taylor in 1887 built a new bank
there (which eventually
became First National Bank).
He moved Emzy Taylor & Co.
Bank to his new buxldmg
Captain Emzy Taylor was ex-
tremely active in (xoorgetown
business and civic circles, some
of his activities including the
promotion and support of
Southwestern University,
organization of a fire depart-
ment, organization of the
railroad company which built
Georgetown's tap line to Round

Rock, and organization of the

local water works.

After moving his bank across
the street, Emzy Taylor sold
the west half of lot 1, block 38
and the store store upon it to J.

L. Rucker and J. A. Monti:

gomery for $4.000. Auvgust 15,
1881. Like the previous owners,
these two men ran a store and
were occupied with civic in-
terests. Dr. Mood declared that
Rucker was one of the men who
came to the University's rescue
at a critical time. Rucker was
an officer in the railroad com-
pany which built a tap line to
Round Rock, and was in the
drug husiness known as Rucker
& Hodges, where the town's
first telegraph office was
located. He was part owner of
Georgetown Water Works, as
was his partner, J. A.
Montgomery.

AN OLD PHOTOGRAPH of a
portion of Rucker &
‘Montgomery store seems to in-
dicate that they indeed did oc-
cupy the same stone building,
which still stands in 1975,‘
although, if so, a later owner,
M. B. Lockett added con-
siderable ornamentation, in-'
cluding his name and the date
1896 upon the building. This
name and date have given most
people the impression that
Lockett erected the building,
which could be the case..
However, what appears tobe an’
almost identical and substantial
structure stood there between
1881 and 1887. It would have re-’

quired tearing down before:
+ another could be built.

Rucker & Montgomery owned .
the building and west half of the
lot from 1881 until December

. 29, 1887, when they sold it to W.

H. Walton for $7,000. A year

tlater. January 24, 1889, Walton.

re;oldihemne srope tytoMaj

3, Lockett for $6750. Lockett
ed his dr&' goods store
it ggxmany

years. In 1896, he either remov-
ed the old stone building and
replaced it, or more likely
simply renovated the old one,
adding decorative turret and
windows, and the triangular
pediment with the name, "
B. Lockett. 1896."

M.B.L KETT was another
substantial eitizen of his com-
“munity. He wa§a trustee of the
First Methodist Church when
“the present church building was
planned, continuing to serve on
the board for several decades.

1n 1903, Lockett negotiated a
“parthership wall'" contract
with Mrs> £ J, Talbot, wife of
another longtime. Georgetown
merc“ant, whose property ad-
joine the Lockett-building on
the cast. The two bitidin

September 1, 1934, until
September 1, 1937. and is
believed to have been renewed
for at least two more years.

M. B. Lockett died June 5.
1936, the property going to his
five daughters, since his wife,
Annie Johnson Lockett. was no
longer living. The heirs were
Kat.c Lockett Vaden (Mrs. W.

Pearl “LoeKett Pegues,
Melhe Lockett Love, Elvie
Lockett Nichols (Mrs. C. A. ),
and Gladys Lockett Cody (Mrs.
T. H.). Mrs. Mellie Lockett
Love bought the sisters’ in-
terests on January 13, 1941. The
property was later transferred
to her daughter, Frances Love,
who sold it to Ben Neuman on
April 9,°1952, for $10,500.

each on a 30-foot lot, makmgguspﬁ'\ ABOUT THIS TIME anA &

lot 1, block 38, were to share the
wall dividing them, They also
shared a cistern standing half
‘on each property. At one time
an arched passage was opened
between the two buildings,
probably about 1908 when Will
Edwards ran his general mer-
cantile store in Lockett's
building, and was a partner
with a Mr. Lemons in the
grocery business next door.
MARVIN EDWARDS, son of
Will Edwards, believes his
father ran the store from about
1907 or 1908 until about 1911 or
1912, when Edwards closed out
his part of the business.
Edwards had traded a farm to
Lockett for the business.
Among the clerks in Edwards’
employ were Edgar Purl, Fred
Montgomery and Horace
Harrison. R. R. Banner was a
silent partner. The archway
was opened into the butcher
shop and grocery store to the
east, Upstairs was a balcony,
.wwhere there was a millinery
shop, wnlh a young lady, '‘Miss
Alga,” who married Lonnie
Wilson in 1911, as milliner.

—0—

No record has been found of
the businesses in this corner
building after Edwards closed,
but Lockett may have resumed
running a store there. A paving
[ project in 1922 provided
Georgetown's first paved
streets, and Lockett was
assessed $638.40 for the paving
in front of his store. He leased
the building and grounds to
Perry Bros., Inc., of Lufkin, a
chain, who put in a variety
store. The lease ran from

“Grocery was in business in
the store for several years, and
also at another time, a second
hand furniture store occupied
the place. The building remain-
ed vacant for some years, and
was somewhat damaged by
fire, necessitating the removal
of the two large windows from
underneath the turret.

BEN NEUMAN and his wife,
Celia, sold the west half of the
lot to J. T. Atkin on June 23,
1955.

il

J. T. Atkin and wife,
Genevieve, conveyed the stone
building and half lot to Sam
Henderson and Edward Lee
Evans, partners. on December
28, 1966, Sam W. Henderson
died about March 9, 1969, leav-
ing his half of the property to
his widow, Lillian Burleson
Henderson, and his three
daughters, Emily Joyce
Henderson “Perrott, Samanna
Louise Henderson Maberry,
and Lillian Carol Henderson
Griffin. Edward Lee and Eva
Evans bought the Henderson in-
terests on January 1, 1971.

Ed Evans follows in the tradi-
tion of many civic-minded
businessmen who have been at
this location during more than a
hundred years. Among his
special interests are his church
and Chamber of Commerce
work, has served on the
Georgetown city council and as
Chairman of the Georgetown
Urban Renewal Commission.
He is also an avid golfer and on
one historic occasion toured the .
local 72 par course in 66
strokes.



Old town clock ready
1o strike again in_Granger

The Granger town clock has
been repaired and the parts are
ready and waiting to be set
back into the big striking
timepiece—just as soon as it is
decided where it will make its
home. The repair was a project
of the Granger Business
Women's Club; initiated and

financed by the club.

ABOUT 1910: From about 1908 until 1911 or 1912, Will Edwards
rented the Lockett Building and ran a mercantile store there. He
is shown with his sales force inside the store. The balcony had

iron grillwork around it.
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When the First State Bank
new building was built, the
clock was removed from the old
building and moved to a post
across the street at the corner
of the old Opera House.

The old Opera House is in the
process of demolition now and
the fate of the old town clock is
uncertain.

Some want it to stay where it
is and mark the corner of the

| First State Bank’s new drive-in

bank to be located where the
Opera House now stands.

Others would like to see it
back across the street on the
First State Bank, and still
others have suggested that it he
placed on the Granger City
Hall.

The decision will be made by
the Granger City Council, The
clock belongs to the city.

.y e S p— o oy —
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GRANGER OPERA HOUSE — once the center of musical activity in that area, is being demolish-
ed, Built by A. W, Storrs in 1905, it was the scene of concerts, speakings, lectures, evangelistic
meetings, minstrels, plays, opera and other serious programs or entertainments that frequently
travelled through the country. The shop space at the extreme left housed the Granger News, and
‘next to it was Floyd's T.V. and Appliances; both are being relocated. The old town clock on the cor-
ner post has been repaired and will be restored by the Granger Business Women'’s Club as soon as
the location of the clock is decided by Granger’s City Council.

—_—
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- lows (I1.0.0.F.) Cemetery

Descendants of one of South-
western University's earliest
and most prominent leaders
gathered here recently to com-
memorate deceased members
of the family, in their final
resting place, reinterred from
Grove Hill Cemetery in Dallas.

Among those reinterred was
the late John Howell McLean,
AM., D.D., a minister for 56
years of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Dr. McLean
was assigned by the Confer-
ence of that church to South-
western University from 1880 to
1898 as teacher, administrator
and as regent (president),
Through his leadership as
regent, plans were made to
build the Administration Build-
ing that stands as a landmark
on the Southwestern campus,

In 1895 Dr. McLean purchas-
ed a family burial plot in the
Independent Order of Odd Fel- '

located beside the South-
western Campus. He set that lot

apart with a neat iron fence and | '«
marked it with a granite shaft @
honoring two members of his .

family who died in that year:

his mother-in-law, Mrs. Mar- |
~~garer-Wilhams-McDugald; and~3*

a 17-year-old daughter, Mary, a |
vietim of typhoid fever.

The inscription to Mrs.
McDugald pays this tribute: |

“Her life of love beautifully il- ' *

lustrates the 13th chapter of

First Corinthians.”” Of the ' &

young daughter it is written:
“‘She never disobeyed us, never
told us an untruth, never caused
a sorrow. Rest sweetly till we
meet again.”

It was in this plot, beside this
marker, that Dr. McLean was
reinterred along with his wife
of 58 years, Mrs. Olivia
McDugald McLean, his son,
John Howell McLean, Jr., and a
daughter, Miss Anne Rose Mc-
Lean.

Another daughter, Mrs. Eu-
nice McLean Brooks, was also
reinterred in the family plot of
Charles Wesley Brooks located
near the McLean plot. It, too, is
neatly fenced and has a central
monument inscribed to Mr.
Brooks, his wife, Elizabeth
Burleson Brooks, and a young
daughter, Nanny R. Brooks.

A son, John Lee Brooks, hus-
band of Mrs. Eunice Brooks,
also is interred in this plot as is
their young child of two and a
half years, Mary Oliyia Brooks,
whose casket was removed

/' from the McLean plot fo re§t

by her mother’s side.

s e it >~
——

The Reverend Tom Graves,
pastor of the First United
Methodist Church of
Georgetown, conducted a ser-
vice of committal and Dr
Durwood Fleming, President of
Southwestern University, spoke
of the debt the university owes
to the total commitment of
those who were its leaders
through its carly years of
development

President Fleming spoke,
too, of his personal satisfaction
that those who had been
reinterred should lie in the sight
of the University “‘that had so
significantly and beneficently
shaped their lives."

e o

THIS GRANITE SHAFT marks the burial plot where the bodies

J. H. McLean family, early
Southwestern leaders,

reinterred

Family members present for
the ceremony included John
Lee Brooks, Jr.: Simon W.
Freese and Mrs Freese
(Eunice Elizabeth Brooks); Dr.
Robb H  Rutledge and Mrs.
Ruthledge (Eunice Freese
Rutledge) and their daughter
Susan and son John Lee
Rutledge.

Also Dr. John W. Freese and
Mrs. Freese (Jane Moorman
Coyle) and their daughters
Carolyn Lee, Jane Ann, and
Elizabeth Moorman Freese and
Mrs. Freese (Ann Hardwicke
Freese) and daughter Elizabeth
McLean Freese.

of John Howell McLean, an early leader of Southwestern Univer-
sity; his wife Mrs. Olivia McDugald McLean; his son John
Howell McLean, Jr.; and a daughter, Miss Anne Rose McLean
were reinterred recently. In the background is the campus of

Southwestern University, a sch

'strumental in building.
Kb St e

ool in which Dr. McLean was in-
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Citizens Suggest Project for Georgetow

BN e SO

n Bicentennial

Square Preservation Proposed

By JANEY JOYCE
Staff Writer

GEORGETOWN — Unwilling to see one of
the most attractive courthouse squares in
Central Texas lose its 19th Century charm, the
Georgetown Bicentennial Commission has
proposed the area be designated as a historical
distri

If the proposal is accepted by the Georgetouwn
City Council, an ordinance would be approved
requiring property owners in the district to
obtain a permit before making any external
alterations or repairs.

Preservation of the architectural integrity of
the exterior of the old buildings without
preventing modernizing of the interiors would
be the intent of the ordinance.

The owner of a site included in an historical

 district can apply for recognition in- the
National Registry of Historical Sites, according

- to Bicentennia) Commission officials and can
be eligible for federal grants to remodel or -

 restorealistorical sructupe, |
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have already applied for and been awarded
Texas Historical Markers,

One of these, erected as a hotel by P. H.
Dimmit and Co. in 1901, was restored and
remodeled by the Georgetown Savings and
Loan Association in 1960, which preserved the
Spanish arches, turrets and columns of native
stone.

The other building, a frontier saddlery
erected in 1870 of hand cut limestone by John H.
Shafer, is now occupied by Longhom Title
Co.The Williamson County Courthouse once
occupied the site ina cabin built in 1848,

The M. B. Lockett Building is another
building of historical interest-which has the
date, 189, emblazoned on the side. 2

There is some question that Lockett actually

built the building or that it was built as late as-

18%, since old records indicate an almost
identical and substantial structure stood on
that site between 1831 and 1887,

Another building is the Masonic Lodge which
was constructed about 1500 by San Gabriel
Lodge 89, one of the oldest lodges in Texas.

gurblng along the square,

The building, which is still used by the lodge,
has a large lodge room, library, several small
rooms and a dining room and kitchen upstairs.

The downstairs portion, which was intended
to be leased to some business establishment to
give the lodge income, is now occupied by S. T.
Atkin’s Furniture Co,

Atkin also occupies the smaller adjacent
building which he understands was built about
the same time as the lodge was built and once
was used as the county jail.

City Pharmacy occupies a structure built in
1885. According to Gus Steenken, who owns the
pharmacy, the building has housed a drug store
for the past 50 years.

Prior to that time it housed a saloon, he
said, but hedocsrmlcnowloruhatpurposethe
building was originally constructed.

Although a few of the older buildings on the
square have been torn down and replaced by
modern buildings, most still remain intact with
the old iron hitching rings still imbedded in the
WS 3
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SQl}AnE—Thc building
at right was built origi-
nally as a hotel and once
housed the city’s first
movie theater. City Phar-
macy, top left, occupies a
structure built in 1885
which once served as a
saloon. At bottom left is
perhaps the oldest build-
ing on the square. Now
occupied by a title firm,
the building’s tenants
have included lawyers

ot

and a newspaper.
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Historical Committee
hears county reports

1
town, Texas The Williamson County His- Georgetown Public Librar
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LET'S PRESERVE IT! — Robert Kl High School teacher hose classes are
“rebuilding" the historical Samuel Mather log cabin at the Georgetown City Park on Austin Ave. is
shown applying a preservative to help the 125 year old logs to last for another hundred years. .
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 WORKING TOGETHER IS NECESSARY — Georgetotvn high school students who are reconstruc-
ting Samuel Mather's log cabin learned why earlier settlers had “house-raisin's"’. The logs
are heavy and the students must work together to get the cabin which was donated to the City of
Georgetown as part of the 1976 Bicentennial Celebration back together. Students began work on the

| cabin Wednesday — Abraham Lincoln's birthday.

sent, representing Bartlett,
Coupland,

Georgetown. Liberty Hill,
Round Rock. Taylor and Thrall.

Miss Ruth Mantor of Taylor,
vice chairman, presided in the
absence of chairman Clara
Scarbrough

Reports of work being done in
the county communities includ-
ed one from A. M. Ahlgren of
Taylor who told of the plans for
the 100th anniversary of the
City of Taylor in 1976. He asked
the cooperation from those who
have old pictures and other in-
formation pertaining to the
Taylor Centennial. A townsite
marker will be dedicated dur-
ing that year.

Burney Downing of Coupland
reported that the old Coupland
depot has been retrieved after
being sold. The city bought it
back and plans to restore it and
use it as a museumn. Coupland
will have a townsite marker
placed there soon. he said.

Eight new lists of cemetery

 names over the county were

reported.
—reporter
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Floren

by RUNELLE BAKER
The City of Florence in
northwest Williamson County is
enjoying the largest population
in its history — over 1000.

Florence serves as a
‘bedroom community’ for those
who work at Fort Hood in
Killeen, either army personnel
who prefer to live in a small
town or the local people who
hold civilian jobs at Fort Hood.
These make up a least half of
the Florence population.

This naturally poses a
problem of rental property.

“There are never enough
houses or apartments for rent
here. We have people come into
the city hall every day looking
for a place to rent,” said the
city hall receptionist, Mrs. Lum
Clark.

Florence has one 4-apartment
complex, several garage
apartments and a few houses to
rent. Mobile homes have been
the answer for some.

—0—

Florence is famous for its
senior citizens—two are 100
years old and a dozen or more
are in their 90's.

“It’s a good place to live in,
and we just enjoy staying
around, ‘‘chuckled one of the
younger ones (he was only 83).

—0—

Driving through the friendly
streets named for the residents,
past and present, the visitor can
see four churches; the First
Baptist, First Methodist,
Church of Christ and the
Primitive Baptist Church with
a historical medallion.

Then there is the Florence
Nursing Home, operated by Lou
Dell Reavis. It was once a
hospital, but was converted into
a nursing home a number of
years ago.

Three cafes serve
Florence—‘Mom's"”, operated
by E.F. Briggs and James
Everett, is open every day;
Gevonne Knippa's “‘The Steak
Emporium"’ is open Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; and
Harold Ramm’'s Barbecue is
open Wednesday through Satur-
day.

There are two garages,
operated by Dock Walker and
Grant Townsend.

T. R. Futrell runs the Texaco
station; Truman Hughes, the
Gulf; James Brooking ‘the
Mobil, Melvin Daniell, the En-
co; Robert Smart, the Arco;

T. E. BECK — president of
Florence Chamber of
Commerce

-

and W. T. Chambers, the Mobil
agency.

The newest business in
Florence is John Stacy's print
shop, The Echo Press.

There's the Union State Bank
where B. M. Beck is president;
Lynn Browder's gin repair
company, Mrs. Oran Gray's
g:’\;er shop and variety shop,

rge Caskey's Florence.
Grain and Storage; John Fox’s
Fox Grain Service; Grover
Young's Hardware; Janice
Edwards’ frame shop; Ruby
Howard's mercantile store,
Morris Price’s laundromat;
Billy Futrell’'s barber shop;
Melvin Davis’s TV and Electric
Shop and Sam Burkett's real es-
tate office.

There are two beauty shops,
operated by Mozelle Priest and
Lurlean Berry; the Florence
branch of Centex Butane Com-
pany; two grocery stores, Bill
Isbell's and Mrs. Bill Gore’s;
Robert Chambers’ lumber
yard; and two plumbing shops,
David Meredith’s and Foy and
Clytus Caskey's.

Caskey Plumbing is believed

FLORENCE’S OLDEST BUILDING is believed to be the
Masonic Lodge Hall. It will soon be replaced by a new building
now under construction which will be all on the ground floor.

to be the oldest business still in
operation in Florence.
—0—

Florence is an incorporated
city with a mayor and city
council, a volunteer fire depart-
ment headed by Billy Futrell,
and one full time policeman, P.
W. Hood. Lum Clark is con-
stable. Clark is also city
manager.

‘““Yes, rentals are a
problem,’’ Chamber of
Commerce president T. E.
Beck said. ‘A very real
problem is our sewer systerm,
but we're working on it.”

“‘One of our favorite times of
year is in July when we have
‘Friendship Days’. We started
this two years ago and it was so
well received that we plan to
make it an annual affair. For
two or three days we have
entertainment, arts and crafts
displays, square dancing, food,
parades and just a real good
time,"” Beck said.

‘‘Business is good,” Beck
added, ‘It has picked up some.
A few construction workers are
out of work, but that is about

ce is bigger than ever
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Historical Committee
hears county reports

The Williamson County His- Georgetown Public Library.
torical Survey Committee met  Sixteen members were pre-
on February 6 in the sent representing Bartlett,

Coupland,

LET'S PRESERVE IT! — Robert Kleen, a Georgetown High School teacher whose classes are
«rebuilding’’ the historical Samuel Mather log cabin at the Georgetown City Park on Austin Ave. is
shown applying a preservative to help the 125 year old logs to last for another hundred years. .

 WORKING TOGETHER IS NECESSARY — Georgetofvn high school students who are reconstrue-
ting Samuel Mather’s log cabin learned why earlier settlers had “house-raisin’s’’. The logs
are heavy and the students must work together to get the cabin which was donated to the City of
- Georgetown as part of the 1976 Bicentennial Celebration back together, Students began work on the
| cabin Wednesday — Abraham Lincoln's birthday. :

Georgetown, Liberty Hill,
Round Rock. Taylor and Thrall

Miss Ruth Mantor of Taylor,
vice chairman, presided in the
absence of chairman Clara
Scarbrough

Reports of work being done in
the county communities includ-
ed one from A. M. Ahlgren of
Taylor who told of the plans for
the 100th anmversary of the
City of Taylor in 1976 He asked

' the cooperation from those who

have old pictures and other in-
formation pertaining to the
Taylor Centennial. A townsite
marker will be dedicated dur-
ing that year.

Burney Downing of Coupland
reported that the old Coupland
depot has been retrieved after
being sold. The city bought it
back and plans to restore it and
use it as a museum. Coupland
will have a townsite marker
placed there soon, he said.

Eight new lists of cemetery
names over the county were
reported.

—reporter
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Jarrell growing to apartment size

The youngest town in
Williamson County is Jarrell.

That is slightly misleading,
because before 1912 Jarrell was
a part of Corn Hill, located a
few miles to the southeast.
About 100 residents moved
from Corn Hill to the present
site of Jarrell beside a new
railroad called the Bartlett-
Florence Railway Company
built primarily to haul cotton.

The town was called Jarrell,
for one of the real estate
promoters, O. D. Jarrell of
Temple, who helped plat the
town and began selling lots in
December of 1909, The site was
at the intersection of the old
stagecoach road and the new
railroad, and with the move of
the le there i diately

e 3

were built a saldon and two

small stores.

The railroad was short lived,
but Jarrell continued to grow.
Today the population is more
than 500, a new high for Jarrell.

—0—

Possibly the most exciting
thing going on today in Jarrell
is the building of Jarrell's first
apartment complex. The first
unit of four apartments is near-
ing completion on the northeast
corner of the town, and two
more are planned for this year,
meking a 12 apartment com-
plex.

Under Farmers Home Ad-
ministration Rural Housing,
directed by Walter Scudday,
Jim Townsley of Round Rock is
building the fieldstone units
which Scudday declares ‘“‘will
not look like a motel.”

“These are going to be nice,
“Townsley said, ‘“They will be
one bedroom apartments
equipped with refrigerator,
stove and vent hood. They will
be carpeted, except for the
vinyl tile on the kitchen and
bath. One wall of the living
rooms will be of fieldstone with
a fireplace. They will be cen-
trally heated and air con-
ditioned. The yards will be
landscaped complete with a
retaining wall and two bright
guard lights."

The native stone for the
buildings comes from only ten
miles away.

Each apartment will have a
patio and privacy fence.

‘‘And they are low-rent,”
Townsley said, “‘only $135."”

FIRST

4-APARTMENT UNIT OF JARRELL'S N

The SUN
Sec. 2, Page 2

Georgetown, Texas
January 30, 1975

'UNITS TO BE BUILT THIS YEAR.

EW APARTMENT COMPLEX — 2 MORE

8

Miss Cora Sexton has been
president of the First State
Bank in Jarrell since 1956, but
she has worked there since she
finished high school at 16.

She said the bank was not the
first business building in
Jarrell. Danek Hardware Com-
pany was, and the bank
operated in a corner of the
hardware store until a bank
building could be constructed.
It was Stokes and Foster
Hardware Company then.

Jarrell has two churches — a
Methodist and a Baptist
church; one grocery store; five
service stations; one package
store, three taverns and a good,
active home demonstration
club. The Jarrell Volunteer
Fire Department is a wide-
awake organization and owns
the fire department building
jointly with the Woodmen of the
World.

The Jarrell Community Coun-
cil takes the place of the usual
PTA at the Jarrell School. The
school is soon expected to grow,
with a new high school now on
the drawing board. Another ac-
tive organization at the school
is the Athletic Booster Club.
The six man football team, as
well as the Future Farmers and
Future Homemakers
organizations of the school have
helped to put Jarrell High
School on the map.

The town has no city officers

" and no police. The men of the

town do anything that needs to
be done, the SUN reporter was
proudly told, Highway Patrol is
on call and a deputy sheriff out

. of Georgetown patrols the city

of Jarrell every night. The
streets are kept up by the coun-
ty, under the supervision of
Commissioner Robert Rozacky.

Newest business in Jarrell is
the K & L Millwork, next door

' to the bank. There Harry Mar-

burger and Benny Kubacak
build custom made cabinets,
tables, bookcases — any thing
in the wood cabinet line. Benny
said he was born and raised in
Jarrell, went into the service in
1959, worked in Austin and then
came back home and opened his
own cabinet shop, in
partnership with Harry. They
keep busy, and keep six

employees busy. ) :

Another new business 1S
Bud’s Western Store which has
become the headquarters for
cowboys and cowgirls, there at
the corner of Spit and Whittle
Streets. Bud Stockton s_ald he
chose this central location for
his store because it is in the
middle of a big circle of sur-
rounding farm and ranch com-
munities. With signs on the
highway, he gets a lot of
travellers' trade from I-35.
Famous for his western
clothes, his customers can get
boots from a baby size 1 to a big
13, plus all the western gear to
go with them.

James H. Jones, the Jarrell
postmaster, is the president of
the Jarrell-Schwertner Water
Supply Company which has
been in operation for five
years. 3

““This has been a greal boost«
to the people of this farming
community. We have good state
approved water, good pressure,
and all the conveniences of city
water for only $6 per 3000
gallon.

““We are in the process — %0%
complete — of adding 95 miles
of pipe to the water system.
When this is complete the
system will be worth over $1
million. We did this with a
Farmers Home Administration
loan for town and country,”
Jones said.

Without exception, the
businessmen of Jarrell are
timistic — Jarrell is definitely
on the grow.

—
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The activities of the little
farming community center in
the Jonah School building,
which since the school con-
solidated with Georgetown
several years ago, no longer
rings the school bell.
Friendliness rings there now
with regular homecomings,
reunions and frequent meetings
of the 4H and Home
Demonstration Club. Now, the
Morman Church is renting the
auditorium for services, and
that revenue helps to pay for
the upkeep of the building —
such as gas, electricity, water,
new roof and insurance.

Mary Barrington, Jonah's
correspondent to the SUN, said
_she can remember when Jonah_

was a busy little town— with a
meat market, barber shop,
several garages, three
blacksmith shops, 5 churches,
drug store, doctor’s offices,
post office and several grocery
stores.

--She said Jonah was destroyed
by the flood of 1921; it was built
back, then some years later a
big fire destroyed the main part
of town. Some of the town was
rebuilt, but much was not and
little by little the businesses
closed, folks moved away, and
little is left of the bustling little
city — except memories for the
older folks and a good, easy-
going, friendly and pretty place
to live for everybody.

e
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FARM — in the Gene Leggett's backyard is strictly for their own pleasure and

-
enjoy-

CATFISH

ment. From their hobby, they not only enjoy the best fishin, i
i € Y. { g but also keep their freezer stocked
;lth the best fish. Behind pond No. 1 is Frances Leggett on her way to fight the battle of the
nodweeds at the edge of the ponds. A recent flooding of the
ilol of good catfish were lost.

San Gabriel washed out the ponds and
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RESTORING LOG CABIN — Students from the general con-
struction class of Georgetown High School’s Cooperative
Vocationa! Academic Education program have started rooting
the historic Gabriel Mills log cabin. Shingles for the roof were
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donated by Wicke's Lumber Company. The cabin has been placed
n the Lion’s Club’s Georgetown City Park as a part of the 1976
Bicentenmal Celebration.

GHS students restore historical log cabin

Combining an experience in
“history’’ with practical con-
struction work, students from
~Georgetown High School began
roofing the 120 year-old Gab-
riel Mills log cabin this week.

Students helped move the

_ historical cabin log by log from
|+ near the ghost town of Gabriel
Mills“in porthwestern William-

son County.
L Under the direction of their
' teachers Robert Kleen and Ar-
' nim Humphreys, students have

begun restoration of the cabin

at the Lion's Club Georgetown
. City Park on Austin Ave, Work
- began, coincidentally, on Feb.
| 12—Abraham Lincoln's birth-

Y.
Emile and Nancy Jamail of
* Austin donated the cabin o the

City of Georgetown as a part of
the 1976 Bicentennial celebra-
tion

BRINGING THE CABIN to
Georgetown was one of several
projects of the Heritage Com-
miftee of the city’'s Bieenten-
mal Commussion.” Copumttee
chairpersons are Clara Scar
brough and Mike Riddle

Those who have contributed
supplies for the project include
Emory Carlson, material tor
floor; Wickes lLumber Co
wooden shingles, and City of
Georgetown  preservative  fol
logs

Others who have contributed
time and labor Lo the project in
clude Dr. Duncan Muckelroy
consultant on historic preserva
tion, Texas Historical Commnns

sion. Dee Scott, consultation in
preparing rock piers for cabin;
Frank Viktorin, consultation on
moving cabin. Harold Asher, of
Gabriel Mills, historical
research on cabin; and city of
Georgetown personnel in haul-
g, and unloading logs and in
police protection

Glenn's Arco Station also con-
tributed in the way of labor for
moving the cabin

STUDENTS in the construc-
tion class of the Coordinated
Vocational Academic Educa-
tion and Industrial Cooperative
dueation classes are John
Ziegler, Douglas Gattis, Jerry
Lohman, Gilbert Gilmore Don
Jansen, John Irwin, Lee Zavala,
Clayton Johns, and Augustine
Alvarado,

Ernie Valdez, Steve Haile,
John Mills, John Pate, George
Kincaid, Jeff Ivicic, Jimmie
Smith, Darrell Cain, Julian
Barrera, Carroll Cain, Gilbert
Kirk, and Norman Martinez
also worked on the project.

Others include Lupe Mar-
tinez, Corky Johns, Jackie
Smith, Sammy Guerrero, Roy
Torres, Brian Burson, Arthur
Brooks and Robert Sedwick.

Mrs. Scarbrough said the
committee still needs funds for
moving and restoring the
cabin's chimney. Funds are
also needed for purchasing a
historical marker.

Those intereted in con-
tributing time or money may
contact Mrs. Scarbrough at
863-2115.
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THE STEAK EMPORIUM is a ‘gay 90s' type restaurant, fairly
new to Florence, in a restored old building. Visitors enjoy the red
and white decor, the good food and relics of the turn of the cen-
tury displayed in the lobby, including a player piano.

the extent of unemployment
here."

—0—

Another thing that Florence
is proud of is its library. Itis a
branch library housed in a
mobile unit loaned from the
Killeen Library and manned by
volunteers. The response has
been so generous that gift books
are bulging at the seams and
now the volunteer chairman,
Mary Alice Alberts, said they
are hoping for a building.

“We need a building now,”
she said, “our library is being
used and this is great, and we
want to see it grow. All our help
is volunteer, and we need more
volunteer help. Anybody in-
terested may call me."

—0—

The Florence Masonic Lodge
is headed by Worshipful Master
Al Alberts. The order of
Eastern Star is led by Worthy
Matron Nettie Cargill and
Worthy Patron David Mueller.
These are active organizations.
The Masons have 17 50-year
members and there are two 50-
year Eastern Stars. They are
all looking forward to the new
building for their lodge
meetings. This is being made
possible by pledges, donations,
memorials and hard work, The
hard work includes barbecues,
Rarage sales and suppers.

Another active organization

is the 24 member “Levis and
Lace’ Square Dance Club
which recently moved into it's
redecorated building in
Florence, formerly the Howell
Mercantile Store, all freshly
painted and airconditioned. Mr.
and Mrs. Dock Walker are
presidents of the club which
is of mixed ages and is now
teaching 19 others how to
square dance.

They have dances every se-
cond and fourth Saturday
nights, called by Slim
Herrington. They travel all
over Central Texas, visiting
other square dance clubs and
participating in many events,
Their next trip is planned to the
Veterans Hospital in Temple to
entertain the patients.

—0—

The Florence Schools are
housed in six buildings, the
newest one being the high
school which was opened last
year.

There are 341 students. Five
bus routes transport the
students from as far away as
Andice and Youngsport; the
longest route is 45-50 miles.

The school system employs
35 persons.

“"We have a good school: still -

things to be done, but we are
proud of it. Yes, we have a
dress code, and have had no
problems."" said superintendent
Lee Roy Knauth.

City_ anfteﬁ.

Tuesday, February 11, 1975
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The Austin American-Statesman

Historical Zoning - .!

Ordinance Okayed

GEORGETOWN
historical

on first reading by

Monday.

Councilmen, however, were
split on the issue and needed
Mayor Joe Crawford’s vote to

break the tie.

The council decided to send
copies of the new erdinance,
which designates . the town
square historical distnct as an
| “H" or historical zone, to all

property owners in the zone
' and to invite their comments A
. and attendance at the next

council meeting.

In other business the counal
set April 5 as hulfman for

zoning  ordinance
including the town square
historical district was passed
the
Georgetown  City  Council

An  mintz 2? election day. The
terms of Mayor Pro-Tem
Harry Gold and Councilmen
Hubert Brock and William
Eanes expire, with only Eanes
not seeking re-clection. Eanes
has served for 11 years on the
council.

The council also received
but did not accept bids on new
hangars for the municipal
awrport. A special  study
committee was set up to
review six bids ranging from
$82,500 to S§14663429 and
report back at a special called
meeting at 4 p.m. Monday.
revised  subdivision
ordinance received no action
by council and was sent back
to the planning and xoning
commission for further study.



by RUNELLE BAKER
The biggest thing going com-
mercially in Jonah is the Jonah
Co-Op Gin. It buzzes witheatss
tivity all year around. When it's _
not ginning cotton, it is selling
chemicals and farm supplies to
customers from the Taylor,
Hutto, Georgetown and
Coupland areas.
Over 50 local stockholders
own the co-op. It is run by
~+  Thomas Noren, manager, an
f two other employees, . Bu
Johnson and Clint Ransom.
Then during the ginning season
they put on about 30 more
employees. Last year 3426 bales
of cotton were ginned at Jonah.
«We keep pretty busy,”
Noren said as he surveyed the
recently remodeled gin, <
guess it is because we try our
best to do them a good job.”
—0—
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—S. W. Herrington retired February 1, selling his Herrington Spray-
t, left, and his partner, Leland Preiss. Herrington invented and built
11 shapes and sizes of styrofoam.

Just down the street in an old
building which once housed a
grocery store and post office, S.
W. Herrington moved his
Herrington Spray-Bar Company
a year or so ago when the old
Belford Lumber Company in
Georgetown where he first
located was torn down.

And it is about to be moved
again. Herrington retired on
February 1 when he sold the
styrofoam manufacturing

business to G. E. Almquist and

Leland Preiss. They plan to
move the shop to their place
near Walburg.

Herrington established an en-
viable reputation of supplying a
great variety of shapes in
styrofoam, beginning with a big
slab of the lightweight stuff
and then putting one of his

NEW OWNERSHIP
pany to G. E. Almquis
jachines in

the shop which turns out a

INESS IN JONAH —The Jonah Co-Op Gin Association

machines to it. Out will come
all sizes of balls, from 11/8”
diameter to 16", half balls,
triangles, cones, slabs, slices.
Herrington perfected all “the
machines in the shop which do
this work. “I like to tinker with
them,” he explained. “And I'll
keep tinkering, I imagine.”
) “With the groundwork that
e 4 Mr. Herrington has laid for us,
R we plan to grow and at the same
time maintain the same fine
service Mr.
Herrington have given,” Alm-
quist said.

BIGGEST BUS
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m the highway and a terrac-
and Mrs. Gene
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pasture separating them froi

‘AUTirUL HOMES IN JONAH — with
| River. These two belong to Mr.

lawn separating them from the San Gabrie
ggett and to Mrs. John McDonald.

R

y
ver Oklahom
Texas and plan t gxpan;i
into Alabama a 'SS‘SS’P’:S .
They supply the loca ﬂo;lsmé
candle fag}ory n:ain“ of
tores in W1 n's €
i Another invention rfec::d
in the Herrington s!w a; e
work of Herrin tll:e ee-

«1'm the only one left,” said
Clyde gartor at the J
general store.

April, he will have

The Jonah Water Su_ppl_y Cor-
poration had its peginning in
Jonah as a dream of the late
John McDonald and a group of
friends who worked hard and
made it their business to bring
good water with good pressuly

into rural homes. It now covers
much of the east part of the
county.

Jonah may be short ‘on
pusinesses but it has an
overabundance of beauty spots.
Between Jonah and Mankin's
Crossing are two of the most
beautiful oak trees found
anywhere in Texas. One is at
the roadside park, and the other
is across the highway and
nearer to the crossing. ~
latter is the larger and.its i
beauty and interesting sha,
has been the subject of many a
artist’s brush ant

photographer’s shutter.

The San Gabriel River em-
braces Jonah on the south, no
more than Y4 mile away and
:-Ii‘l:ek‘;lg a: tiovely view for the

rfront hom i
B, 126, es. The fishing is
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Burleson case
KKK violence

By Jeff South

The courtship of Fannie Campbell was in-
terrupted on Easter Sunday, 1923, when her
suitor, a young salesman from Waco, was ab-
ducted and tortured by the Ku Klux Klan in a
pecan grove near Jonah.

Although the salesman, R. W. Burleson, sur-
vived that beating, the Klan itself was not so for-
tunate

It was the notorious Burleson flogging case
that marked the downfall of the Ku Klux Klanin
Texas, Dr. Edmund Heinsohn, retired
Georgetown minister recalls.

“*The trial of the Burleson case in Georgetown
broke the back of the Klan,"" Heinsohn said. ““It
was, perhaps, one of the most significant events
in the history of Georgetown.”

Clara Scarbrough, local historian and author

of Land of Good Water, recounts the events
which led to the trial.

'I'HE NOTORIOUS BURLESON FLOGGING CASE — Historlans
Lﬁgra&arbrough and Edmund Heinsohn point. ta.this Ku Klux

Burleson's career as a salesman frequently
brought him to Williamson County in the early
1920s. One of his boarding places was in the Weir
home of Mrs. Fannie Campbell, a young widow
of that community.

“Early in 1923, Reverend A. A. Davis, ‘a Bap-

. list preacher and anti-Catholic lecturer of the

~county,” delivered a note to Burleson bearing the:;

seal of the Georgetown Ku Klux Klan No. 178
and curtly warning Burleson to cease his
relationship with Mrs. Campbell," Mrs. Scar-
brough said.

Burleson ignored the warning until the Klan
caught up with him on Easter Sunday of that

»

Burleson and Mrs. Campbell and two of their
friends spent the day in Jonah. On their return to
Weir late that afternoon — just as they ap-
proached Mankin's Crossing on the San Gabnel
— they saw two automobiles ‘with curtains up”’
and one of them blocking the road.

When Burleson stopped his car, eight or ten
men garbed in robes and hoods emerged from
the parked vehicle, ordered Burleson to get out, |
then dragged him from his car and hit him with

- a pistol.

He was shoved into one of the curtamed cars.

r

Klan incident as one of the most slgmhcant events in the Mstory
of Georgetown Drawing bv Steve Henderson

¥
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. With his feet hanging out the window, the men
drove Burleson to a pecan orchard near Jonah,
There, his assailants locked a heavy chain
around his neck, fastened it to a thorny tree and
held it taut so that Burleson's head was tilted
back.

As one man threatened Burleson with a pistol,
the others stripped him and administered about
fifty licks across his naked back with a heavy
leather strap.

Questioned and taunted, he was then loaded
into a small pickup truck and driven to Taylor

| City Hall.

¢ The Klansmen chained him to a tree on the !

. lawn, poured tar over his head and body, and

. then departed.-

Burleson managed to unfasten the chain from
the tree and. still wearing it around his neck, g

. walked to a nearby building. There, a widow,
Mrs. Amanda Jane Harber, assisted him.

| The Taylor constable was summoned and

- Burleson — with his cuts oozing blood and his .«

' body covered with tar — was taken to Taylor
City Hall. The chain was cut from his neck and,

! with large quantities of oil, the tar was removed.

Doctors later dressed Burleson's wounds and
in the morning he was taken to a local hospital.

Investigation began the following day when a

| special court of inquiry convened in

| Georgetown. Five Taylor men were soon .

+ arrested on suspicion of being involved in the 2

beating.

On May 9, the grand jury met. District court
minutes indicate that the four witnesses
questioned about the case refused to divulge any

“‘information. The jury indicted the five Taylor !

" men. ¢

At the time, Dr. Heinsohn was a practicing at-
| torney in Temple, where he kept abreast of the
© happenings in Williamson County.

‘,wl Heinsohn noted that local Klan chapters
- ‘collected funds to retain outstanding l'egal talent
. for the defense. The defense lawyers included
 State Senator A. E. Wood and his brother D. B.
~ Wood, and other prominent attorneys.

. "Fortunately,” Heinsohn said, “‘there were
talented lawyers in Georgetown who had
igxge what was involved in the

eys for ;{be prosecution were led by the
-attorney, Dan Moody, and lawyers
d Critz, 'E. H. Lawhon, Harry Graves,
“Wilcox, W. H. Nunn and J. F. Taulbee.
‘was the young district attorney,"”
called. ““It was his first year in
adn't had much experience, but
s of wim, vigor and vitality — and
Bt
¥ #bfé;ed up by these men of ex-
~ Wilcox, Graves, Nunn, Critz and the
W },,h ains in back of the fight
rough explains that the
Bl PENCAVIRERK I A CA O with )
‘with prohibited weapons, opened %
17, 1923, 'lliQ'w‘lll!:a&s’Qp “County.
District Cou Y T

e calle i “on o he

(#27

+ fought cases tried in Williamson County in
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vears,” Mrs. Scarbrough said.
) A week later, at ten o'clock in the evening, the
Jury returned a guilty verdict and recommended
thg maximum sentence of five years in the state
prison.
Jackson was sentenced as prescribed, but was
pardoned two years later by the governor.
“'Separate trials in what by then was generally
called the ‘notorious Burleson flogging case’
were held early the next year for Olen Gossett
and Dewel Ball, both of whom pleaded guilty to
one charge of assault with prohibited weapons, '

* Mrs. Scarprough said. “Each was sentenced to
' One year in prison. Charges against one other
- man were dropped."

Heinsohn called Moody and his battery of
lawyers “leaders in the fight against the Klan in
Texas." He noted that Moody rode his anti-Klan

reputation all the way to the state attorney
general’s office.
“The preachers deserve very little credit for
ridding Williamson County of the Ku Klux
 Klan,” Heinsohn said.

. "“Many of them were lively in the Klan

, themselves,” -

He noted that the Baptist preacher who
. delivered the note to Burleson was convicted in

1924 on charges of perjury and sentenced to two
years in prison.

- “Except for those lawyers I have mentioned,””
Dr. Heinsohn said, *‘the prominent people in the
community did not come out against the Klan."

Prominent doctors in Georgetown, for exam-
ple, refused to testify before the investigating
grand jury.

"“The Klan had power. — power in terms of
numbers and in terms of the right people,”’ Hein-
sohn said. ““The Klan had enough power to make
you afraid not to be a member."” "

He explained that the Klansmen were mainly

middle-class people — “many of them were
good church-goers” — and that many ministers
were involved. X

Heinsohn estimated that when he was in Tem-
ple, as many as 75 percent of the businessmen on
Main Street were members of the Klan.

"“The Klansmen, especially the deeply
religious ones, had the cock-eyed notion that the
Klan was a quick way to ‘bring in the
kindgom,” "' Heinsohn said.

He explained that the Klan's opposition to
minority groups was not an important issue.

“*Most of the people of Williamson County had
little contact with Catholics and Jews, and few
had a bias against the Negro. Basically, minori-

ty groups were not important to the thinking of

. the people of Williamson County,

“'But the Klan's opposition to immorality —
that was its downfall. Many of the people in the
Klan were good, moral people. . . church people.
They saw the Klan as a river-bottom c?_urt.
where immoral sinners could be punished.

There are no documented cases of Klan

- violence against blacks in Williamson County.
But Heinsohn said that Klansmen ma‘na.gec'i to
oppress minority groups ‘‘simply by lr!tlmlda-
tion. The Klan didn't have to resort to violence.
The threat of violence did their work for them.

“If you were a Negro in Williamson Cqunty
and the Klan told you to get out of town, in all
likelihood, you would leave.” -

Heinsohn came to Georgetown to serve as
minister of the First Methodist Church in 1927.
He said that by that year, the Klan had lost its
support in Georgetown.

“‘One of my predecessors in the ministry of the
Methodist Church was a Klansman,” he said.
*‘At that time, Dave Wilcox was the chairman of
the official board of the church.

‘‘He once said to this preacher, ‘We're going to
keep the Klan issue out of the church. Because if
it does get into the church, the same thing-will —
happen ‘that has already happened in the™
Masonic lodges — we will be split right down the _

_middle’ " s e o C

— N



Cedar Park, the county’s |
‘Boom Town’ community

\

CEDAR PARK PLAZA — looks as western asany prosperous frontier town, but behind those rustic store fronts are modern and well-equipped stor:

by Runelle Baker

Cedar Park has been here for
a long time. The first post of-
fice was registered on August
25, 1887 and described as ‘at or
near a spring near Cedar Park’.

It was never much more than
the post office, a little grocery
store and filling station and a
small cafe making a ‘wide
place in the road' on highway
183 just south of Leander. The
population scarcely reached
three figures.

Then something happened,
about five years ago. People
discovered Cedar Park. The
growth of Cedar Park in the
past five years has been un-
believable.

The population is ap-
proximately 3000. Over 800 post
office boxes are rented. And the
Cedar Park Water Corporation
has installed over 1000 meters.

Longtime resident Don
Webster has watched the little
town grow, rejoiced with it in
its progress and suffered with it
through growing pains that go
with a newly incorporated city.
He explained, “The growth is
due to the water; being close to
the lakes. People who have
moved here for the most part
work in Austin. They like to g0
to the lakes. They want to get
out of the city to live, and Cedar
Park is about halfway between
the lakes and Austin."

Living around Cedar Park
goes all the way from big fancy
ranch homes on several acres

to mobile homes in a mobile
home park.

Cedar Park is not blocked. off
with the town built in a square
arrangement, but is long and
narrow — strung out_all along
highway 183 for a mile or more.

The Cedar Park Spring has)
been famous for many years.!

Back in the wagon travelling
days when it took four days to
go from Bertram to Austin,
Cedar Park was always one of
the camping places. Old timers
remember there were always
at least a dozen wagons camped
by Cedar Park Spring.

The Bank of the Hills has

)
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from his boss, Buz Henry, left.

buy, sell, give away, go to a dance, baby sit, or hay

The bulletin board is in

been in Cedar Park for about
three years, opened January,
'72. Since its opening, the
number of employees has
doubled. Deposits have shown a
rapid increase. The statement
of condition at the last day of
1974 showed deposits to total
$3,205 and on March 1 just two
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD — in front of Henr

y's Drive-In at Cedar Park is a service to the
town, being attended here by the Drive-In manager, F

red Green, with a bit of unsolicited heckling
teresting whether or not the reader wants to
e his garden plowed.

months later they totaled $4.-
400.

Cedar Park bankers say
many of the accounts are of
commuters who live near Cedar
Park, like country living, but
work in Austin, at Tex-
as Instruments, I B M,
Westinghouse, and many other
places — moving toward the
lakes in an area that is midway
to Austin.

Another drawing card for
Cedar Park is its water supply,
now being expanded to more
than 1000 meters. The system
was financed through the Farm
and Home Administration.

The growth that shows most
is in the shopping centers —
four of them, Cedar Park
Plaza, Whitestone Village,
Park Place I and Commercial
Parkway.

Found in Cedar Park is an in-
surance agency, a CPA, two at-
torneys, a dentist, a doctor,
four churches, a veterinary
hospital, four grocery stores,
five restaurants, five filling
stations, Western Auto,
western shop, pharmacy, dry
cleaners, branch of Georgetown
Savings and Loan, infants shop,

two ladies wear shops, two
men’s shops, aquarium, gift
shop, book store, a bank, fruit
stand, home and garden center,
a Mexican import shop, two
barber shops, two beauty shops,
laundromat, package store,
auto parts store and two feed

stores — and a lot of friendly
folks.



County Historical Committee to host regional meeting

The Williamson County
Historical Survey Committee
met March 6 in the conference
room of the Georgetown Public
Library. Mrs. Clara Scar-
brough, chairman presided and
members present represented
the towns and communities of
Andice-Gabriel Mills. Florence,
Georgetown, Granger, Jonah,
Liberty Hill and Taylor.

Roll call reports indicated
many members are par-

GROWING BANK -

ticipating in historical
programs and are assisting in
bicentennial projects in their
areas. Several reported
cemetery listings completed
which will be included in the
county wide collection,
Cemetery rosters recently sub-
mitted are Avery-Kimbro-Stiba
Families, Calvary, Ganzert,
Gravis. Green, Holy Cross.
Jackson Families (2) Jolly
Family, Land, Peace-Towns,

., B
Mr ) #

Rhodes, Salyer, Sauls,
Schwertner, Smart, Weir and
Whiteley.

Members responsible for this
new data are A. M. Ahlgreen,
Mrs. F. W. Buchanan, Mrs. D.
B. Gregg. Mrs. Henry Labaj,
Mrs Joe Hannah Forson, Miss
Ruth Mantor Thomas
McDonald, Miss Effie McLeod,
and Dr. and Mrs. Van C. Tipton.
Thanks is due Mrs. C. M. Kauff-
man for her research on two of

the lists. It is hoped that many
interested people will help
locate and list abandoned and
obscure burial plots in all areas
of Williamson County. Each
time the committee meets
more cemeteries have been
brought to light and in some in-
stances are being restored. It is
a tremendous task but is con-
sidered worthwhile in the
preservation of history. Many
requests for help in locating

graves of ancestors come to
this committee.

An interesting letter was read
by Mrs. Scarbrough from a
descendant of Joseph Rubarth,
whose grave is the object of
search. This early settler had
large land holdings in the
eastern part of Williamson
County as well as in Milam and
Bell Counties. He fought in the
Battle of Waterloo and was a
veteran of the Battle of San
Jacinto. )

The Army Corp of Engineers,
working on the North San
Gabriel and Laneport dams
report cemeteries in the areas
to be flooded have been moved
or will be in the near future.
They are, on North San Galgriel
Bullion, Sedwick, Jenkins,
Keeting-Maxwell and Sawyer
and those at Laneport are
“ Beard, Friendship, Machu and
the Young family. Any one
knowing of other small isolated
plots should contact these men
or members of the Historical
Committee.

According to word received
by Mrs. Scarbrough the Texas
Historical Commission plans to
hold a Regional Meeting in
Georgetown on April 16. It will
take place on the campus of
Southwestern University. This
the first time a Regional has
been held in Williamson County
in a long time if ever. Between
seventy and one hundred out-of-
county members are expected
to attend.

Mrs. Margaret White of
Austin has recently contributed
to the funds to erect an Official

i

NEWEST SHOPPING CENTER — opened just last monlh. Park Place 1. This makes four shopping |
('or;l(-r.:i in Cedar Park for the rapidly growing community .

Texas Historical Marker honor-

. ing Judge Greenleaf Fisk. She

is a desendant of Judge Fisk
who was the first Judge of
Williamson County in 1848, at
that time called Chief Justice.
He played an important part in
the organization of this county
" and in the early history of Tex-
* as. He served under General
| Sam Houston in the Texas
" Revolution and later helq of -
fices in the Republic of Texas
and still later in the State of
Texas. Although he moved out
of the county it seems fitting to
honor him as an early worthy
official of thig county. Con-
tributions may be sent to the
Committee Treéasurer, Mrs.
Estha Scoggins, 1707 Main
Street, Georgetown, Texas
78626 or to Judge C. L. Chance,
1610 Pecan Street, Georgetown, ,
. Texas 78626.

—Reporter
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- Andice is a quiet little com-
‘munity at the intersection of
two farm-to-market roads 17
miles northwest of
Georgetown.

Just a mile to the west, where
“Andice's “‘main street" (FM
970) meets highway 183, the
citizens of Andice lay claim to
the county’s only mountain

which has been known for many

years as Pilot Knob, but called
Gabriel Mountain in the Texas
Almanac, with a height of 1208
feet.

What was once almost all
cultivated farmland is now 90%
grassy ranchland supporting
fine Angus and Hereford cattle
and a few sheep.

The fact that Andice is a good
place to live is evidenced by
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Asher
who grew up in that communi-

ty. After living and working all
over the state they last year
fulfilled their long time dream
of coming back home and
building their retirement home
up on the hill of the Asher
property of his father and
grandfather. That is where
Jimmie played as a boy, on the
gnarled and lovely old oak trees
which are now in their back
vard. Those trees were the
determining factor in the
choice of their home site.
NataLee (Mrs. Asher) grew up
at Greene's Corners, the
daughter of the Nat Greenes,
and that is, ‘just down the road a
piece’. Jimmie’s mother, Mrs.
Jim (Emma) Asher, lives with
‘them and loves everything they

The SUN

SERENDIPITY BOUTIQUE HOUSES
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THE POST OFFICE — and its owner, Helen Wade takes

care of both of them. She paints and sews items for the shop in her spare time, like this old fashion-

ed calico bonnet.

are doing to her old homeplace.
For instance, the fireplace in

‘the den and also one living room

wall in the new house is made
from the brick of the old home’s
chimney. Jimmie's latest pro-
ject is the restoration of his
father’s windmill. It had not
been standing for many years.
It was completely covered with
dirt, and Jimmie literally dug it
up. He searched the country for

Georgetown, Texas
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parts to put it back in working
condition, sanded and repainted
it, and now the treasured three
legged tower (vintage 1895-
1900) stands proudly upright,
with not a squeak in the fan as it
pumps a stream of water into a
tank where NataLee's goldfish
swim lazily among the
honeycomb rock. Jimmie is
retired from Education, Youth
and Music Ministry in Ba;{ist

churches in Cameron, Austin,
Waco and Kilgore.
Bar il

The Andice School became
the Andice Community Center
when it closed its doors in 1965
— after 40 years of students.
Now many of those students
and their families come back
home each year on the third
Saturday in October for the
biggest homecoming for miles
around, taking in the
Whitehouse, Seymour and An-
dice schools. The old school is
also a beehive of activity each
year for the Arts and Crafts
Fair, and all year long it houses
the community meetings and
family reunions. It is directed
by the Andice Cemetery
Association whose president is
Lester King and board
members are Lawrence
Dunlop, Grady Howland, Hosea
Wade, Edwin Wade, Harold
|Asher, Luther Pearson and
Ralph Dickson Love, Jr.

inesswise — Andice has
th?:: There is the oldest,
Jacob's Store, and the newest,
Helen Wade's Serend!plty
Boutique, and somewher'e in the
middle is Henry Snow's Arco

ion.

S“:\tndice has two churchgs,
Baptist and Catholic. The First
Baptist Church is soon to get a
historical medallion. The Santa
Rosa Catholic Church serves a
Jarge community area and
‘shares it's priest, Father
Charles Davis. with the
‘ Georgetown parish.

' .Jacob’s Store is ‘Andice’ to
" the ‘many neighbors who have

always used it as a meeting

place ta visit and to get the
| news. The store was built and
| operated for many years by the
Jacob brothers, Gus and Ben
and their wives. They sold it
and retired last year. The new
owners are Bryan and Peggy
Moorehead who are carrying on
| in the established tradition,
| even to the name of the store,
| but more especially with the
Jacob’s recipe for fresh pork
sausage.

Serendipity, according to

Helen Wade, means '‘unex-
pected delight”. And that is ex-
actly what her shop in the new
little rustic building is. Helen is
also the postoffice clerk in
charge of the community post
office housed in her shop. She
services the 30 post office boxes
each day when the Georgetown
Route 5 carrier brings the An-
dice mail. She performs the
other post office duties also,
such as selling stamps, money
orders, and hanging the
“Wanted" posters.
' In her spare time she sews.
Her shop is filled with art,
children’s clothes, bonnets,
hats, crochet pieces, pictures,
plaques, gift items and an-
tiques. Many of these hand
made pretties are made by
Helen; most of the others are
local talent.

= —————

It's good to come home to Andice

L
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Following retired grocer Ben
Jacob around his ranch, he
recollected when Andice had a
barber shop, drug store, feed
store, gin, theater, cafe, three
grocery stores and a high
school.

“‘Not many more people here
then, but we had a pretty good
little business district. We
counted the population here not
long ago and came up with a
total of 75,” Ben said.

ASHER'S RESURRECTED
WINDMILL 3

How is a town operated:

" without being organized? “Well

now,” says Ben, “that’s very
easy. If we need a lawman, we
call the county sheriff in
Georgetown. If we have a fire,,
the fire trucks from
Georgetown and Florence come
to us. Our streets are Farm-to-
Market roads and are serviced
by the State Highway Depart-
ment. City street lights are paid
for by the people of town
dividing the cost and our water
is from the Andice Water Com-
pany, operated by
stockholders."

Not elected in a bona fide
election, but rather by popular
appointment, the mayor and
city marshall of Andice is
Barney Stanley, retired
Georgetown automobile
salesman. Barney and Pearl

ed to Andice about a year
A e vl so, we just gave

:%x(t’i a job. And he works hard at
it,”” Ben Jacob explained.

\w N
THEY CAME HOME
Through their beloved

_tginipga ne@g_hhn_rL Ralgtj 7Di£k_son Love, Jr., on their backyard patio

)
‘M.

JACOB’S STORE — is now owned by Bryan and Peggy
Moorehead, but retains its original name. Here is where Andice

neighbors meet and swap news.

— and built their retirement home on the old Asher homeplace at Andice.
old oak trees, Mr, and Mrs. Jimmie Asher and Mrs. Jim Asher are enter-

{ e
WHAT DO RETIRED GROCERS DO? —
with his farming and ranching. His brothe
helping his friends with their income tax.

sl
Ben Jécob keeps busy
T, Gus, is just as busy
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ANDICE BAPTIST CHURCH — will be 100 years old in 1976 and
plans are working now for a Historical Medalli
the church.

i
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SANTA ROSA DE LIMA CATHOLIC CHURC

serves a large parish in the northwest part of the county.

on to be placed on

At et
H — in Andice

THE OLD AND THE NEW — delights customers in the Liberty Hill community. John Chesley
remodeled this old building, stocked it with feed and seed and fertilizer and plant food. He added

, vegetable and flower bedding plants, hanging baskets, trees, shrubs and containers and put his
pretty daughter, Debbie Martin, pictured above, in as manager. He gave Debbie a corner for her
gift shop which she has gradually expanded to take up the front end of the store.

— o ——
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fairs, and other comm
for 40 years.

ANDICE COMMUNITY CENTER —
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{ is the scene of reunions,
unity activities. It was the Andice School

Georgetown, Texas |
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Florence citizens survey cemetery

By DOT GOFF
Special SUN Repo,
Fair skies and 3 £00d turnout
of Florence citizens on Sunday
resulted in a lurvey of the
Florence Cemetery with a
listing of all grayes in ypa
cemetery. A previous date gof
for the survey was canceljeq

due to cold weather. Miss Ef-
fie McLeod, member of the
Williamson County Historical
Commission was most gratified
with the turnout of commission
members, members of the
Florence Cemetery Asseciation
and the general public,

With the cemetery divided by

strings into sections, and
equipped with note paper and
pencils, as well as blue chalk
furnished by John Fox, to make
easier the reading of weather-
beaten inscriptions, seventeen
persons completed the listing in
something less than three
hours. ‘

Working on the survey were
Mrs. Mozelle Huling, Mrs.
Elizabeth Sawyer, Mrs. Willie
Fae Atkinson, Mrs. Zuella
Clark, Mrs. Allie Caskey, Mrs.
Dot Goff, Mrs. Beulah Brooks,

‘Mrs. Lula Caskey, Mrs.

Margueritte Priest, Mrs.
Kathryn Haydon, Clude
Dannelley, Rev. Frank
Ethridge, Alton Mullen, Joe
Earl Massey, Tom Atkinson,
Foy Caskey and Clytus Caskey
and Miss McLeod.

A copy of all the names of
persons buried in the cemetery
will be given to the Williamson
County Historical Committee to
be included in the list of other
Williamson County burial
grounds, according to Miss
McLeod.
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Liberty Hill combines the old and the new

By Runelle Baker
Liberty Hill is still a quiet,
friendly country town even
though subdivisions are
building up all around it. It

boasts a population of about 1,-
900, one rural route and 228 post
office boxes.

Subdivisions to spring up in
the past three years include
Durham Park, Bear Creek,
North Gabriel, Kiowa Creek,
Carson’s Acres and the San
Gabriel River Ranch.

These are primarily bedroom
communities for their owners
who work in Austin and sur-

rounding industrial plants.
Some of these are for mobile
homes and others are for per-
manent homes. The first sub-
division was Durham Park
where homes are built on a
minimum size lot of two acres.

Real Estate and construction
man John Chesley said, “‘Austin
is pushing this way and Liberty
Hill is the nearest place to
Austin where reasonably priced

l
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— is the name given to
this piece of Rosa di Levanto Italian marble sculpture being com-
pleted by Mel Fowler at his Liberty Hill Studio. Much of his
?5('ulp!ure interprets classical music. One of his best known works
in this area is the St. Francis of Assissi sculpture in memory of
Billy Howry at St. Helen's Catholic Church in Gmrgelown.'

acreage is still available and
where folks still feel that they
are living in the country. Liber-
ty Hill is on the way to the
lakes, and that is an enticement
for some to settle here.”
Chesley has restored two old
buildings in downtown Liberty
Hill, one is the Liberty Hill
Feed and Seed Store and the
other, across the street, is his

| :
| more businesses in the town.

office for his real estate, con-

struction and mortgage com-
pany. The Chesleys moved here
three years ago from Austin.

—0—

Fay Bryson Richardson
(Mrs. Marshall Richardson) is |
a member of one of the first
pioneer families and recalled
when Liberty Hill was a college
town, and much more active |
than it is now. The Liberty Hill

| Normal and Business College

was a-prominent seat of lear-
ning, and then there were many

Now there are three grocery
stores, U-Pak-It, Roy Allmon’s
and McMahan’s; four service
stations, Canady’'s Quick Ser-
vice Texaco, Williams Arco,
Triangle Texaco and Allman’s
Arco; one cafe, Lane’s on the
highway; four beauty shops,
Pam Foust's Magic Mirror,
Mildred Foust’s, Dorothy
Cook’s on the highway and
Opal's out in the country.

There is one barber shop,
Henry Thompson's which is |
open three days a week; a |
washateria, a feed store and
four churches, Baptist,
Methodist and two Churches of
Christ.

Mrs. Richardson is a member
of the Buchanan Arts and
Crafts, Inc. and through that
organization which rotates ex-

| hibits, she will be the Artist of

the Month in April at the First
State Bank in Burnet. She will

exhibit about a half dozen of her
paintings. She enjoys painting
flowers, landscapes of
wildflowers and windmills.

A different kind of artist,
fairly new to Liberty Hill, is
Mel Fowler, the sculptor.
Fowler bought Liberty Hill’s
oldest building and remodeled it
into his studio on the first floor
and his home on the second
floor. Fowler was a painter for
20 years and has converted to
sculpture for the past ten years
and is reported to be one of only
two full time stone sculptors in
Texas.

“There are many other sculp-
tors, but they do it part time,”
he said. .

He moved to Liberty Hil
because he enjoys the quiet
country atmosphere and
because he wanted to restore a
very old house and fill it with
antique furniture. He likes to
use the available stone, such as
the native limestone around
Liberty Hill and the marble,
serpentine and steatite from the
Llano area.

He carved the St. Francis

_sculpture at_ St. Helen's
Catholic Church in’Georgetown
which is 2 memorial to Billy D.
Howry, and is being considered
to do a native limestone sculp-
ture for Stonehaven in memory

, of Robert L. Lancaster.

He is assisted by his appren-
tice, Jim Knapp of Austin,
described by Fowler to be ‘‘a
talented stone sculptor”.

—0—

Near Liberty Hill, and only
ten years old, is the Westwood
Ranch.

Grady Tumlinson, director of
education at the Ranch, said the
mistaken conception of the
Ranch is that it is a place of
punishment.

“That is not true,” he said.
“We take boys with emotional
problems — true some of them
have been in trouble but it is
because of their emotional
problem.”

There are 57 boys enrolled at
the school — very close to the
capacity of 60. They stay from
four months to a year. ‘.Ylost of

them are Texas boys. Former-
ly, some of the boys were buss-
ed to Georgetown sghools, but
now they are taught at the
Ranch by three resident
teachers and four special
education teachers from
Georgetown Independent
School District.

The Ranch has received
national recognition for its
work with boys. Dr. Michael
Weiner is the resident psy-
chiatrist and director of the
Westwood Ranch program
which has 50 employees.

—0—

The new Liberty Hill High
School is nearing completion.
Several years ago the old
building was turned down by
the accreditation department of
‘Texas Education Agency, and
the high school students have
been bussed to Georgetown.
Some attended Leander.

Beginning next year, Liberty
Hill will again teach all 12
grades.

—0—

The biggest industry in
Liberty Hill is Texas Quarries.
The Liberty Hill plant is a
branch of the large operation at
Cedar Park. J. C. Baker
manages the the Liberty Hill
plant.

A different kind of limestone
is found eleven miles from
Liberty Hill. The top part of the
stone formation is solid, but
down a few feet an interesting
shell limestone is cut out. It is
only a guess as to how many
thousands of years old the for-
mations are, but the perfect
shell indentations are from sea
life.

The huge chunks of limestone
are hauled by truck to the
Liberty Hill plant and the big
machines cut it in slabs to
perfect thicknesses from 1%
inch to 10% inches. Then the at-
tractive stone with random
designs of imbedded shells is
shipped all over the Unitec
States.

An example of a building fac
ed with Texas Quarrie
limestone is the First Nationa
Bank of Georgetown.



___ LIBERTY HILL'S MAIN STREET

OLDEST BUILDING IN LIBERTY HILL — has been restored by
Mel Fowler as his home and sculpture studio.

POPULAR SHELL LIMESTONE FORMATIONS
at Liberty Hill and quarry manager J. C, Baker h
_piece which turned up this week with a dark hard

— are quarried
olds an unusual
formation in it.

342 7 SR N
» LIBERTY HILL’S BIGGEST INDUSTRY — these hu : :
. r ge chunks of native limestone
g‘;eagn‘.‘:"ed €leven miles from Liberty Hill and trucked {o the Liberty Hill branch of Texas - LIBERTY HILL HIGH SCHOOL
United States g5 pe -+ 1700 slabs from 1% inch to 10% inch thickness aud shipped all over the NEARS COMPLETION
4168 10 be used in buildings,
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Coupland, a prosperous farm

I

»

by Runelle Baker

It was quiet in Coupland last
Wednesday afternoon — not
many pickup trucks in town —
and that meant that the
farmers were taking advantage
of the warm clear weather to do
all those things that seem to
need doing all at once on the
farm this time of year.

Coupland is a properous far-
ming community in the
southeast corner of Williamson
County.

There is much more to the
town than motorists passing
along the highway from Taylor
to Elgin can see. The highway
is on a built up hill and about all
a passer-by at 55 mph will
notice is the lovely spire of St.
Peter United Church of Christ,
But, down the hill there is a
nice friendly little town that is
combining the old and the new
in an interesting way.

A bank is a good place to start
looking for someone to talk
about the town. So when I went
in the pretty new Coupland
State Bank building and asked
the friendly ladies if they could
recommend someone to tell me
all about Coupland, they un-
hestiatingly told me I needed to
talk to Bill Pfluger. He's the
president of the bank.

?v'/rr—:r
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THE OLD COUPLAND INN

—popular cnl!ng place
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" “There he goes across the about Coupland.

street now, going to get a cup of
coffee,”” they told me.

I hurried out the door and
called to him. He came back
and we went into his office,
postponing that cup of coffee
for a good half hour to talk

o
“
o
-
-

Bill is a native of Coupland,
this city of about 250 population.
He can remember many
changes in his home town. One
big change has been in the
roads. He saw the dirt roads go
to gravel roads before they
became paved roads. Once his
high school Spanish class went
to Austin to a basketball tourna-
ment — “We got stuck between
here and Elgin!"

Agriculture has changed.
Where the family farm used to
average about 200 acres, now it
takes at least 500 acres to make
it. And that is with 6 or 8 row
equipment instead of ‘family
power’.

Coupland bank deposits total
$2,400,000. That is off from last
fall, the bank president said.
The bank’'s trade territory
circles out to a 20 mile radius.

In the horse and buggy days,
Pfluger recalls that there were
three grocery stores, two dry
goods stores, two lumber yards,
a hardware store, three gins, a
drug store, a doctor, three gar-
ages, two blacksmith shops and
a three story hotel in Coupland.

The oldest building in
Coupland now is the brick
building across from the bank.
Part of it used to house the drug

store and that is now one of the |

most popular eating places in
central Texas — The Old
Coupland Inn where on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday
evenings barbecue is served up
family style in the old fashioned

atmosphere of the restored,

building.

Down the street, where the
hardware store once was, there
is another popular place, the
Coupland Tavern,

DEPOT WILL BE liES'ﬁ)RHI)
—for a Coupland museum

e
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Now in Coupland there are’
two grocery stores: Speckles,
and~ Coupland Cupboard and
Bottle Shop and Self Serve Gulf
Station; one service station,
Ging’s; Thompson Manu(ac-
turing and Construction Com-
pany (from grain elevators to
shopping centers all over the
state); Willard Pfluger’s Grain
Elevator; two churches, Pear
valley Baptist and St. Peter
United Church of Christ.

Coupland is not an incor-
. porated city. The leaders come
from an active Community
1 Club and PTA. The Community
Club is a sort of Chamber of
Commerce for the city. It
recently purchased the old
depot which once proudly bore
the name of Coupland and serv-
ed a busy railroad. The old
depot was brought back from a
nearby farm and the club is
restoring it, right there on Main
Street, where it will be a

Coupland Museum. It is being




financed through profits from
community rummage sales,
ghili suppers and bake sales.

*"The Coupland school is the
only common school district
left in the county. It teaches
grades K-8. Most of the high
school students are bussed to
Taylor. Coupland is about
halfway between Taylor and
Elgin, and a few students who
live much nearer to Elgin are
going to school there.

. Leaving Coupland and going

. toward Byersville, 1 spied a
farmer on his tractor and drove
down his road to wait for him at
the turnrow. It was Albert
Walther — and to say he was
surprised to find a woman
waiting to take: his picture
would be the understatement of
the year!

But he kindly stepped down

from his tractor and patiently
posed for the picture that would

C. W. (BILL) PFLUGER JR.
—Coupland State
Bank President

represent the agriculture part

of Coupland. He has farmed in
the Coupland area all his life,

— = 3;{, s and on this particular farm
= since 1946.

k. “I'm old enough to retire, but
1 like to keep on working. I have
most of my land rented out. To-
day I'm planting hay grazer.
It's too dry, we need rain — we
sure need a good soaking rain.
The pastures are dry. Yes, this
is good cattle country,” he
answered.

Walther said a few farmers
are planting cotton — not as
many as last year. They were
hurt last year, and there still is
not a market for last year’s cot-
ton. Some have had to get a loan
from the bank to start this
year's crop. Walther doesn’t .

PRS-y

- - 3
ALBERT WALTHER
—Coupland farmer
s . plant cotton but many of his
. friends do.
“The weather doesn’t look
. good at all. The whirlwinds are
out of the west and that is a dry
. sign.'" he said. pulling his visor
! cap down over his forehead
after surveying the sky. "'we
could sure use a go_og ;3in.;

—X=
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FAMILIAR MEETING PLACE

—the well-kept Post Office

72 e e
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ST. PETER UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
—familiar Coupland landmark é
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Rare cemetery uncovered
at Granger Dam project

Rare Indian artifacts, including a
prehistoric cemetery with 25 human
skeletons, were discovered during a 3-year
archeological project in the Granger Dam
area on the San Gabriel River in east
Williamson County, a recent report shows.

The report was published this month by
the Texas Archeological Survey. Elton R.
Prewitt, an archeologist with the Balcones
Research Center in Austin, conducted the
project.

Prewitt uncovered the finds at the
Loeve-Fox Site, situated in an alluvial
terrace on the left bank of the San Gabriel
River.

“‘The excavations at the Loeve-Fox Site
have resulted in the collection of 12,486 ar-
tifacts (including 11,918 waste flint
flakes). varied faunal remains, portions of
25 human skeletons and other data per-
taining to the physical and cultural history
of the site,” the report on the project
states.

The cemetery, at least 1000 years old, is
thought to be the most important dis-
covery at the site.

‘“The area emcompassed by the
cemetery is essentially circular and is
about 10 feet in diameter,” the study
reads.

“In general terms, the lower or ap-
parently earlier interments are in a semi-
flexed position; that is, the knees are
drawn up to a 90-degree angle or less from
the axis of the spine with the feet near the
pelvis, and the hands are usually placed on
the pelvis or on the legs.

. ““The higher interments are in a tightly
flexed position; the knees are tightly fold-
ed against the chest with the hands under
or near the chin.”

Nineteen of the 25 individuals represent
single interments, the report explains.

A notable point is that, with one excep-
tion, the body is always pointed in a north-

northwest to south-southeast direction.

“Another aspect of the cemetery in
general is the inclusion of miscellaneous
material within the fill. Projectile point
fragments, numerous flint flakes, oc-
casional burned rocks and various animal
bone are scattered throughout the
cemetery,” Prewitt reported.

Six of the skeletons were associated
with arrow points, in such a manner as
to suggest that the penetration of pro-
jectiles was the cause of death, the re-
port states.

Prewitt said, "‘At least one individual
within the cemetery is interpreted as be-
ing of differential status, possibly a
shaman or someone with outstanding or
unusual competence in certain aspects of
the society’s activities.

*“This is based on the inclusion of a con-
ch shell pendant in one of the graves. Such
raw materials as conch shells are foreign
to the region and artifacts made of them
most likely were prized possessions and
objects or symbols of outstanding com-
petence, wealth or power.

““That such an object should be left with
the body of the possessor at the time of in-
terment may reflect the role of that per-
,son in the affairs of the society,” Prewitt
added.

Besides the cemetery, artifacts included
arrow heads, pottery, and tools.

An analysis of the skeletons showed that
“arthritis was a very common disease
among this group of people, particularly
among the middle-aged males and
females. Overall, 50 percent of the adults
show signs of arthritis."”

The excavation was funded by a grant
through the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

The Texas Archeological Survey has
applied for a similar grant for a project in
the North Fork dam area.

The Sunday SUN ~ Georgetown, Texas
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Leander to get
Historical Marker

An Official Texas Historical
Marker for Leander will be
erected soon, it was announced
today by Mrs. Clara Scarbrough
of Georgetown, chairman of the
Williamson County Historical
Survey Committee.

The marker will be placed at
SH 183 right-of-way, at N end of
Leander Cafe, Leander.
Dedication plans will be an-
nounced in the near future.

Made of cast aluminum with
Swedish steel effect, the
marker measures 18 by 28 in-
ches and is sponsored by
Leander Garden Club. The in-
scriotion of the marker reads:

Leander grew from the once
thriving town of Bagdad, found-
ed in 1854 (1 mi. w). When the
Austin & Northwestern
Railroad bypassed Bagdad in-
1882, a new town was surveyed
and named for railroad official
Leander Brown (1817-89).
Homes and businesses from the
older community quickly mov-
ed to the new site along the rail
line, The post office was
brought here from Bagdad in

1882. The school started here in
1893 has grown into the largest

school district in Williamson

County. Originally in a rural
area, Leander has boomed in
recent years due to Highland
Lakes development. (1975)
The marking of local historic
sites and landmarks is part of

_the Texas Hjstoripal Com-
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misslon's program of preserva-
tion actlvities, These include
archeological investigations,
history museum consuitation,

and administering the Natlonal

istoric Preservation Act in
¥em. As of 1974 the Historical
Commission had erected more
than 6,800 officlal marikers.

The name and location of the’
present marker will appear in
the next edition of the Guide to
Official Texas Historical
Markers in order to stimulate
tourist travel in this area, to
arouse Interest in historical
tours, and to acquaint the peo-
ple of this locale with their un-
ique heritage.

Georgetown, Texas

The SUN O e 27, 1975

National Register director
to speak on historic places

at Georgetown library April 3

qu Williams, director of the
National Register of Historic
Places.of the Texas Historical
Commission, will talk with
members of the Williamson
Cqunty Historical Survey Com-
mlttge at their monthly
meeting on Thursday, April 8, 2
p-m., at the Georgetown Area

Public Librar A
Scarbrough, cofmty{w e

angounced this week,

“ach county throy hi
as is lbeing surveyedgft?rt‘l tpcrf‘ses)i
ble .hsllngs in the National
Reglsvter, and Mr. Williams will
explain how Williamson Count,
¢an cooperate in this project %
Otherl committee business io

i be considered at the meeting in-
clud_es planning for the
Rgglqnal Meeting of ¢y

Istorical Commission, whic§
will be_ held at Southwestern
University on Wednesday April
16. All county represent:atives
are urged to be present for this
jimportant meeting, Mrs. Sca
l.bfﬂual', said. %

Clara
chairman,
k
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18"x 28" Official Texas Historical M
Hilliamson County - 3/13/75 - SH 183
N end of Teander Cafe, Leander.
LEANDER
LEANDER GREW FROM THE ONCE

THRIVING TOWN OF BAGDAD, FOUNDED

arker with post
right of way, at

IN 1854 (1 MI. W). WHEN THE AUSTIN &

NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD BYPASSED
BAGDAD IN 1882, A NEW TOWN WAS
SURVEYED AND NAMED FOR RAILROAD
OFFICIAL LEANDER BROWN (1817-89).
HOMES AND BUSINESSES FROM THE
OLDER COMMUNITY QUICKLY MOVED

TO THE NEW SITE ALONG THE RAIL
LINE. THE POST OFFICE WAS BROUGHT
HERE FROM BAGDAD IN 1882. THE
SCHOOL STARTED HERE IN 1893 HAS
GROWN INTO THE LARGEST SCHOOL
DISTRICT IN WILLIAMSON COUNTY.
ORIGINALLY IN A RURAL AREA, LEANDER
HAS BOOMED IN RECENT YEARS DUE

TO HIGHLAND LAKES DEVELOPMENT.

(1975)

XM
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Williamson County, (exas

“1LLIAMSON COUNLY HILTURICAL SURVEY COMMLITTEE
Clara Scarbrough,Chairman

NEWSLELTER NUMBER 1WO APRIL 1,1975

The Williamson County Historical Survey Committee continues to
meet monthly on the first Thursday. Please mark your calendar.
The next meeting,on April 3 in the Georgetown Public Library,

promises to be an interesting one. A special guest will be Joe
Williams of the Texas Historical Commission. He will speak on
rules and requirements for subjects eligible for the National
Registry of Historic structures and sites.

*

The 1975 Regional Meeting of the Texas Historical Commission

will be on April 16 at Southwestern University Commons.This is

a very important and vital meeting. It is an opportunity to get

the best information without travelling a long distance. [his

County Committee,as host, will plan to make it move efficiently.
*

Many Bicentennial projects and slogans have come forth in the
anticipation of the National 200th Anniversary. Slogans such
as - "Make a park" - Plant a tree" - "Beautify a town". The
Historical Survey Committee endorses all of these but hopefully

adds =-"Mark a site" -Plant an idea" =~ "Restore a building"and

"Reconstruct a culture or way of life." Each member of this

Committee is enthusiastically striving to do one or many things.
*

Miss Effie Mcleod has listed many cemeteries in the Florence
area but the biggest step by far was the compiling of the names
and dates in the Florence Ciﬁ& Cemetery. She was able to involve
some other interested people and the task was accomplished on
Sunday afternoon, March 16th; It includes several hundred names.

In connection with cemeteries the Willizmson County Committee
may have some responsibility or interest in marking the site of
a recently discovered pre-historic cemetery in the Granger Dam
area. The uncovering of rare Indian artifacts and 25 human
skeletons were described in a report this month by the Texas
Archeological Survey. Elton R. Pruitt, an Archeologist with the
Balcones Research Center in Austin, conducted the project.

Harold Asher has done his sh;re of cemetery listings and other
historical work. Now added to his record is the application
for a site marker for the community of Gabriel Mills. Papers
have been mailed for this lozg ago thriving little village.

The Coupland Community is involved in restoring the old railroad
depot to be used as amuseum.This is much needed in Williamson

County.burney Downing says a community marker is also being
planned for Coupland. 5

Leander will soon have an Official Texas Historical Marker
"erected on U.S. 183.The Garden Club sponsored townsite marker
has been accepted by the Texas Historical Commission and is now

at the foundry. M

Myreta Matthews, Reporter
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History of Leander

. It would be impossible to write the history of Leander
without mentioning five important landmarks and incidents from
which Leander.grew out of. The Pioneers who moved to Willeo—

2 Williamson County came:almost exclusively from the
Applachian area of the United States. Most of their parents
had come from Germany and England,

. The earliest date I could find was the building of Tum~
linson's Fort, or Block House, in 1836, This fort was built
as a buffer between the settlers and the Indians. Tumlinson's
Fort was ene—of the lsst forts built in Central Texas. The
Indians who inhabited this area were the Tankawas, Comanches,
Cherokee and Choctow. very fFew

Judge Alexander Stuart Walker acquired Tumlinson's Fort
property as a law fee after the Civil War. 01d Timers tell
us that William Jennings Bryan and Mrs. Bryan spent the night
at Stuart Walkers home Dec. 17, 1908 before going to Georgetown
to make an address at Southwestern University. A Historical
Marker now stands on Highway #183 near Tumlinson's Fort.

Webster Massacre occured in June 1839 a few miles east of
Leander. A roving band of Comanche Indians took the lives of
fourteen men who were traveling west to a new land development
in Burnet County., Mrs, Webster and her two children were taken
prisoners by the Indians and were later released. The Webster
Massacre victims are buried in Davis Cemetery 3 miles east of
Leander on Ranch Road #2243, A marker is located near the
cemetery on Highway #183 in Leander.

A third epoc in history has to do with Jenks Branch. All
of the land around Leander had good water and good grass so
there was possibilities of farming. Most of the settlers came
here to farm therefore they brought their slaves with them.

Soon after the war between the states, three negro brothers

(now freed slaves) Milas, Richard and Nelson Miller bought the
property now known as Jenks Branch. These brothers helped other
freed slaves to buy small acreages and build homes. For many
years this community was known as Miller's Community.

The freed slaves who settled in Jenks Branch had belonged
to land owners around Leander, then Bagdad, and many of them
took their owners names. Many slaves are buried in the cemetery
at Jenks Branch which derives its name from John Jenks, the
man who surveyed the territory for the Miller brothers. A
Marker is near this community to commemorate its historical
significance.
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Hafrmow the EuD. Hm,
in and Northwestern Railroad Co.

F./,gghjﬂeinatz opened a store,

Pleasant Hill was an early gsettlement between Tumlinson's
Fort and Bagdad. John Roy Bowmer was the first settler in
1iamson County's first school

Pleasant Hill. He was one of Wil
teachers. In the late eighteenth century Pleasant Hill was
one of the largest schools in Williamson County and it was

one of the first schools to consolidate with Leander in 1928.

In 1854 the town of Bagdad was surveyed by Charles Babcock.
It was one mile west of Leander. John H. Shaffer was the first
merchant and James B. Knight ran the gtore for Shaffer. Later
blacksmiths shop and ran the Post

however, was Thomas Huddleston

in 1855, then John F. Heinatz 1858, Mrs, Emilie Heinatz 1866,
John D. Mason 1867 and John F. Heinatz in 1887, After which 197 &
the Post Office was transferred to Leandep amd the name chawged *o

Léander Ot .t, /992-

Bagdad was built as a halfway station between Fort Croghan
and.Austin. The road was an Indian trail, then a cattle drovers
trail and at the time Bagdad was settled in 1854, it was a

military road. Charles Babcock kept the "Wayside Inn" where
It is said that Robert E. Lee

the military spent the night.

frequently spent the night at Bagdad while checking on military
forts near Austin. Voting was held at Bagdad until

the box was moved to Leander, 1882.

o Bagdad were: Babcock,

Office. The first Postmaster,

Some of the early Pioneers t
Huddleston, James Williamson, George Craven, Robert Marley,

Eli and Andrew,K Hamilton, Jobn Faubion, Heinatz, C.C. Mason,
and W.R. Walker, Tom Cashion,

W.N. Carothers, John Schooly, E.A.

James and Nicholas Branch, We e§all moved to Leander in Foanees

1873, M.J. Wells 18189 =~ 1893}?"%2man%a~?ey%en 1833 ~ 1883. ,Qzlﬁda,Fk’+a~,
William Johnson born 1804 migrated to Leander in early life.

Died 1888.

Many of Leancer's citizens of today can trace their an-
cesters back to these original pioneers who settled in this-
part of Williamson County and that is why we have to start
Leander with Bagdad, Jenks Branch, Tumlinson's Fort, Pleasant
Hill and the folklore which preceded Leander.

The townsite of Leander was surveyed in 1882. The merchants
of Bagdad, then a thriving town with many businesses, refused
to let the railroad come through their town. The railroad com-
pany offered the men of Bagdad $1000 but they turned them down.
The land for Leander was bought by the railroad company
and sold to individuals. It consisted of the T. Chambers,
s~ Toibert Surveys. The company w;i
e

known then as the Aust
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track was finished,in 1884 and at the celebration and barbecue
the railroad company requested that the town be called Leander
for Leander "Catfish" Brown who worked for the railroad company.
Some say he was the first depot agent in Leander.

Tom Bvaﬁs was the first Bagdad business man to move to
Leander. He ran a hotel. Very soon John Heinatz, Speegel,
Migell, Emmitt and Coon Wells, Mason, Jesse Humble, John Chapman,
Fisk, Upchurch, Walker bought lots and moved to Leander. Dr.
Jennings moved his two story drugstore and office to Leander
with yolks of oxen and rollers.

4

The above names are very common around Leander ?o.this
day and these people are direct heirs of the early pioneers
who settled in this part of Williamson County.

The Methodist Church was moved from Bagdad to Leander in
or around 1884 and it is still in use today. The Presbyterians
built a new church. Then came many churches and today Leander
has the above mentioned plus a Church of Christ, Assembly of
God, Church of God, Baptist and a Catholic Church.

Leander had two lawyers in 188u4. A.S. Walker and John.
W. Parkss The first doctor was Doctor Sam Woolsey. His heirs
still own property in this area. We have had many good doctors,,
La,wek in Leanderi Dr., Woolsey, Jennings, L%ﬁck, Hazlewood, Coker,/ZdﬁszVU
,, Gardner, Alford, Osbérn and Doctor Miller. ?

Pa,rker

Today we have no country doctor. We have grown with the
times and taken advantage of the hospitals, physicians and
professional people in the larger towns which are near.

Mason ic

The Norton MosesﬂLgage No. 336 was started in 1871 in

Bagdad and it was moved to Leander in 1899,

Leander has had three published newspapers. The Leander
Times 1897, The Leander Record Nov. 13, 1901 and the Leander
Light in 1925. At the present time we do not have a newspaper
in Leander, however, one of the ladies of the Garden Club,

Miss Leona Williamson, writes a weekly article in the Williamson
County Sun.

Leander has several cemeteries near. White Stone, Davis
and Bagdad, however the town of Leander has no cemetery by its
name but prefer to use the three cemeteries which were already
established.

Mr, and Mrs. Mood Wiley and Mr. Fred Henry worked up a
beautiful history of Bagdad Cemetery in memory of their two sons
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who are buried there. The
old well at Bagdad and had
August 27, 1972,

Wilgy fa@ily restored the 100 year
a Historical Marker placed there

The first person to be buried at Bagdad was Babcock's
four year old son. Born 1854 - Died 1858, The Babcocks do-
nated the land for the cemetery.

Davis Cemetery, just three miles east of Leander is over
100 years o0ld and quite a number of important people are buried
there. Blackstone Harden Davis, who was a member of the Legis-
lature is buried there - also the fourteen pioneer men who

died in the Webster Massacre are buried in the Davis Cemetery
on Ranch Road #2243,

. Thg oldest grave around Leander seems to be that of Mary
Fisk, wife of Geeeniief Fisk, who died in 1848 at the age of
30. She was the daughter of \Tom Cashion Sr. :
Judge—Grecnice—Pisk.

A
Moses R. Mgnnick was also an early settler and his grave
shows 1874 = 1933,

The community of Leander is scattered. There are stores,
shops, restaurants, filling stations, beauty parlors in many
directions from say main town Leander. In fact, main town
Leander is not building. The lumber yard is not being used.
The bank burned and was not replaced. The Red & White General
Store burned and was not replaced.

December 5, 1833 Leander opened the first free school.
The school is now and has always been the one ngucleus for

Leander. Leander claims the largest school district in William-
son County.

Leander school has grown enormously in the last two decades.
When I started teaching in Leander High School in 1948 we had
9 teachers and 300 students. In 1974, twenty six years later,
we have 88 teachers and eighteen hundred thirty one students.

Leander has such a big school because all the little schools
around consolidated with Leander. Pleasant Hill was first in
1928. Then June 24, 1938 the Leander School burned. We built
a new school and Round Mountain and Volente schools consolidated
in 1938.

In 1947 Leander built a new elementary school., In 1952 White
Stone School consolidated with Leander, As I have stated be-
fore Leander school has grown steadily and increased in every



way. Now it is one of Williamson County's most modern high
schools with all the modern class rooge,.gymnaslumg, Ag shops,
homemaking department, Cosmetology building, Vocational Ag
building, band hall and athletic departments.

The citizens of Leander organized a fire department in
1967. Mr. Bob Hall was the first fire chief. 1In 1969 E.E.
McFarland was elected fire chief and holds that position at
this writing in 1974.

When I was young and traveled through Leander I thought
of it as a dark place by night and the Windmill Town by day. )
Every house seemed to have a private windmill, but Rural Electri-
fication about 1936 changed all that. Leander residences in-
Stalled electric lights and pumps and the town was lighted.
In 1949 we got street lights, April 1, 1970, Leander citizens
signed up for city water.

Leander has never incorporated. It was a county unit in
the beginning and so it remains. The school is the only part
of Leander which is independent from Williamson County.

Leander has long been a dry community but in 1973 an
election was held to sell beer in Leander. It carried and we
have one store that sells beer to go.

Leander is no longer the home of farmers, ranchers and
Stone workers alone., The territory is inhabited by many pro-
fessional people as well. We have Doctors, lawyers, business
men, realtors and members of the Senate and Legislature. A
lot of these people in and around Leander can trace their
Grandparents to the early days of Bagdad, Pleasant Hill, Jenks
Branch and the communities near Leander.

Most of the people in Leander work in Austin, Round Rock,
Georgetown and other towns in Central Texas.

Leander's Garden Club is made up of some seventeen members,
most of whom can trace their aneestarage to Bagdad's early days. dacesty
We are all very proud of the history of Leander and we want .
this marker on Highway #183 as a constant reminder to all who
pass. We feel that we are rich in history because of the won-
derful pioneers who endured the hardships of the early days.

We also want to preserve this bit of history for our future
generations. We realize this history will become richer and
more valuable as the years go by.
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Land of Good Water
by Clara S. Scarbrough

Culture of the Shin Oak Ridge Folk
by J. Gordon Bryson

Travis County in Stone, Bronzecand Aluminum
by James Mulkey Owens

A History of Central Texas
by Mary Starr Barkley

A School Composition
by Curtis Barho

Bagdad Cemetery Article
by Mr. and Mrs. Mood Wiley and Mr. Fred Henry

History of Texas
Together with a Bio

graphical History of Milam
Bastrop, Travis,

s Williamson,
Lee and Burleson Counties.

Interviews (June 1974)

Roger and Mary Burleson

Mrs. Eunice Wiley

Miss Myreta Matthews

Mrs., Mary Mchain Clain

Mre. Bernese Wiley Bernice
Mrs. Ada Mae Faubion

Mrs. Irene Mason

Members of the Garden Club

I wish to acknowledge and express thanks and a reciatio
to all who helped in any £ e

Way with collecting material., Thanks
to Mrs. Wiley for her bountiful amount of inspiration
and to my daughter-in-law, Virginia Whitfield N
the typing.

Fuetl
Respectiveéy submitted to the Wil

Survey Committee, M

liamson County Historical
rs. Clara Searbroug

h, Chairman.

Leander Garden Club
Written by

Mrs, Malcolm Naumann

Secretary: of Leander Garden Club
Leander, Texas
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‘Land of Good Water’ selected
as 1974’s best historical book

The book Land of Good Water
(Takachue Pouetsu), A
Williamson County, Texas,
History, by Clara Stearns Scar-
brough has been named the
Best Historical Publication on a
Regional or Local Level for
1974 by the Texas Historical

. Commission.

Mrs. Frank M. Covert III,
vice-chairman of the commis-
sion presented the award to
Mrs. Scarbrough at the regular
meeting of the Woman’s Club of
Georgetown, Wednesday.

This comprehensive book
vividly recounts the stories of
the land, people, and events
which culminated in the

Williamson County of the pre-
sent. From prehistoric Indian
groups to Spanish exploration,
pioneer settlement to the Civil
War, and from the beginnings
of the railroad era into the pre-
sent, Land of Good Water
reflects the social, economic
and political trends which es-
tablished the county's heritage.

Mrs. Scarbrough, who is
currently chairman of the
Williamson County Historical
Survey Committee, explained
that she first got the idea for
her book in 1948, when she
wrote a series of articles on
local communities for the

Williamson County Centennial
Celebration.

"I realized that the histories
of many of these small towns
had never been done before,”
she said. “From that time on, I
had it in my mind that I would
like to write a comprehensive
history on Williamson County."

As an assistant professor of
music at the University of Tex-
as in the 1960s, Mrs. Scarbrough
had an opportunity to do part-
time research on historical
topics.

After collecting information
on a steady basis for about five
years, she started to write Land
of Good Water in 1970. The book

was completed in about 2!
years, Mrs. Scarbrough said.

It went to press in late 1973
and was distributed in 1974.
There are about 1000 copies in
print, she said.

“I loved writing it,”” Mrs.
Scarbrough stated. ‘‘The
response by the public has been
gratifying and surprising, I've
had many letters and many
words of encouragement.”

Mrs. Scarbrough writes news
stories and features for
newspapers, has published
several booklets, and was
recently recognized in a
national environmental feature
writing contest. )

; Texas Historical Commission
to meet April 16 in G-town

The Regional Meeting of the
Texas Historical Commission
will be held at Southwestern
University Commons April 16.
Registration will begin at 9
a.m. and the meeting will be
completed by 3:30 p.m.

Reservations for the luncheon
must be mailed or telephoned to
Clara Scarbrough, chairperson
of Williamson County
Historical Committee.
Deadline for reservations is
noon today (April 10). The only
cost for the meeting is three
dollars for lunch.

““Everyone, whether they are
members of the historical com-
mittee or not, is welcome to at-
tend any or all of the meetings,
Mrs. Scarbrough said.

““Texas Bound'’, a film on the

- county records inventory pro-
| ject will be shown. '
| Other items on the agenda in-
. clude:

. » The Care and Utilization of
r Collections.
. “Grayeyard of the Gulf,” a
! documentary film on an un-
| derwater salvage operation of
. the Antiguities Commission.

¢ Legal responsibilities of the
county committees.

* Developing your historical
attractions.

¢ The role of the Bicentennial
Celebration.

¢ Local History — a tour of
Mood Hall exhibit and a visit to

the Gabriel Mills log cabin.

T
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The Austin American-Statesman

Georgetown

The author holds two degrees
from the University of Texas at
Austin where she was elected to
Phi Beta Kappa and was
graduated summa cum laude.

She has been a music super-
visor in several public schools
and has taught music and jour-
nalism on the university level.
In addition to teaching and
writing, the author pursues
numerous civic and artistic ac-
tivities.

Wednesday, April 9, 71973

The book “'Land of Good Water-(Takachue

Pouetsu),

A Williamson County, Texas,

History.” by Clara Stearns ‘Scarbrough has
been named the best historical publication on a
regional or local level for 1974 by the Texas
Historical Commission.

Mrs. Frank M. Covert III, vice chairman of
the commission, presented the award to Mrs.
Scarbrough at the regular meeting of the
Woman's Club of Georgetown.

Mrs. Scarbrough is

currently chairman of

the Williamson County Historical Survey

Committee.
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Scarbrough, (left), chairman of the Williamson Coun-

ittee conducted a tour of the
the regional meeting of the Tex
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LL MUSEUM — Clara

y Comm
tend

TOUR OF MOOD HA
campus for those at
day in Georgetown,
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CERTIFICATES AWARDED — State and national certificates

.commemorating the nation’s Bicentennial celebration were
awarded to Georgetown Saturday by Texas Bicentennial Com-

missioner Sam Kinch Sr. at the dedication of the VFW Park on

The Williamson County SUN
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Georgetown, Texas
Thursday, May 1, 1975

Junior Historian
chapter to be
chartered at G.H.S.

The Social Studies Depart-
ment of Georgetown High
School has announced the for-
mation of a chapter of JUNIOR
HISTORIAN.

The founding of this chapter
is one of the ways G.H.S. will be
commemorating the nation’s
Bicentennial. It is especially
important because it will
provide a means for continued
study and research of local
history for young people in

future years.

The core of JUNIOR
HISTORIAN is its research ac-
tivities for high school students
in their own community. A few
of these activities are

. tombstone rubbings and
- analysis of dates; collections of
old recipes, diaries, letters,
photographs; recordings of
first hand accounts from local
residents, and preservation of
contemporary history on film.

Some of the G.H.S.
Vocational students have
already learned, first hand,
pioneer skills by working on the
Bicentennial log cabin. Other
areas of special interest to
Vocational students might be
researching early farms and
farm equipment and early vdoc-
tors and medicine in William-
son County.

The JUNIOR HISTORIAN |

serves the school and the com-

- e —

A WA A A

munity-in helping young people
discover and understand
history as they find it where
they live; history is preserved
which otherwise might be lost,
and as members of the com-
munity work with young people
on these projects, all are touch-
ed with a greater awareness of
our heritage.

There will be a special
program at G.H.S. auditorium
Tuesday, May 6, 9:30 -10:30 for
all students who wish to
become charter members.

Ken Ragsdale, Educational
Services Director of the Texas
State Historical Association,
will give a slide presentation of
JUNIOR HISTORIAN chapters
across the state.Mrs. Clara
Searbrough, Mrs. Homer

caswell and other members of *

the Williamson County Survey
Committee will be guests.
Marietta Mugford, G.H.S.
history teacher, will be chapter
sponsor and Mrs. Caswell will
be co-sponsor.

All parents and interested
members of the community
will be most welcome.

Mrs. Jo Ann Morse, Georgetown co-chairmen of the Bicenten-
nial.

Georgefown, Texas

The SUN
Sec. 1, Page 9
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Texas Historical Commissi *
lex: : ssion
regional meeting in Georgetovt/]glds

£

. the Georgetown site of the

County Historical Committee members have a
legal responsibility to understand the term ‘“a
recorded Texas Historical Landmark.” Bob
W'atsox_l. director of programs for the Texas
Historical Commission said Wednesday.

- Watsop spoke at the regional meeting of the
Gf::; l:;storicEal Commission held Wednesday in
etown. Eigh i
rearesented. ghteen towns and counties were
’ .'gtson delineatated other -
sxbnhtigs and discussed the rolel:gat:lergzz:
Committees in the Bicentennial Celebration. :
The Williamson County Historical Survey

Committee, chaired by Clara Scarbrough, took -

the visitors on a tour of the Mood
Hall Museum |,
at Southwestern University: Others also visited
cabin restoration. ol e o
These are examples of what a
: small communi-
g can.do. with the professional help of the state
lm;rf\mnsslon.' Mrs. Scarbrough told the history
A s. She said fhe professional staff members in
h_uslu! are available to help on any project with
l;toncgl value undertaken by a community.
peaking on ““The Care and [Dtilization of

- Museum Collections" Cindy Sherrell said keep- '

BOB WATSON
—Texas Historical Commission

ing records of artifacts is important. She said o . B

that the museum's director
fo;)mo: with all donors signing legsrlo:ge:,;?:;e
s "t"‘e Parmelee, director of research for
to {in:i1 deact:mm's?“.m gave suggestions of where
of peopia, in writing histories of landmarks or
_“*The history of land is in the county clerk’
:"li‘:. Mrs. Parmelee said. ‘“To mey an:l '::a:‘y
e :;y buffs — the land records in the office of
anit rl;lrl;); clerk contain enough human interest
ifetime, " Aee fo enfertaln @ person for s
Deeds, deeds of trust, mortgages, and from
the probate files of the county clerk, wills help
explain history, explained Mrs. Parmelee.
“Love and hate are written into wills,” Mrs.
Parmelee said. 2
Other records for historical information are
census records. Mrs. Parmelee said that the
census records tell “‘a great deal about the town
as well as about its individual citizens.”

Tax records and gravestones in cemeteries
also are information sources.

Another part of the program was a showing of
the film *‘Graveyard of the Gulf’ which is a
documentary of a THC project headed by
Marine Archeologist Carl Clausen of
Georgetown.

Clausen and a team of college students spent a
summer diving and recovering artifcacts from a
Spanish galleon that wrecked in the Gulf of Mex-
ico during the time of the Spanish conguest of
the New World.

Texas Bound,” a film on the County Records
Inventory Project, was also shown at the
meeting.

Mrs. Scarbrough expressed appreciation to
Dr. and Mrs. Van Tipton who furnished and
arranged the red, white and blue flowers (blue
bonnets) for the occasion.

Laverne Faubian and Marietta Matthews
registered guests.

Mrs. Frank M. Covert III, vice-chairman of
the board of the state commission attended the
meeting.

Host towns were Georgetown, Taylor, Round
Rock, Florence, Liberty Hill, Jarrell and
Gabriel Mills,

Other cities represented were Austin, Marlin,
Bertram, Burnet, Killeen, Temple, Meridian,
‘Melvin, Valley Mills, Clifton, San Antonio, Mert
zon, Belton, Lampasas, Cleburne, Caldwell
Burleson and Brown Counties.

getown, Texas

ay SUN  Geor 20,1975 _
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G'town students to publish
sketches of historical sites

Junior and senior high school
students in Georgetown's
resource education classes are
preparing for publication a
sketch book of historical
buildings in the city as a part of
:!:e 1976 Bicentennial celebra-

ion.

When the collection is com-
plete, it will be published by the
Educational Service Center in
Austin. Copies will be dis-
tyiputed to all students par-
ticipating in the project and a
few copies will be sold during
Bicentennial festivities.

For the first step students
went to the library to learn
what sites should be selected
for sketching. After that
students on the site selecting
committee toured the city to
decide which buildings should
be sketched.

Clara Scarbrough, chairman
of the Williamson County
Historical Survéy Committee
spoke to the students and
suggested possible sites.

Students are sketching the
Macedonia Baptist Church,
Mood Hall at Southwestern
University, Grace Episcopal

Georgetown, Texas
___April 24,1975

.

© S
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE —

Church, First Presbyterian
Church, First United Methodist
Church, Williamson County
courthouse and jail, old
Farmer's State Bank, old
Georgetown High School and
other buildings.

A committee to set criteria to
decide what will be selected for
publication was also appointed..

“Not all of the sketches will
be used in the book," said Elva
Garcia, resource teacher and
sponsor of the project.

The editorial committee will
write brief paragraphs describ-
ing each sketch included in the
book. That committee will also
be responsible for choosing a ti-
tle for the book, according to
Mrs. Garcia.

The sponsor said that she will
encourage each student to have
everyone who worked on the
project to autograph his or her
copy of the book.

“The sketch book will be
something for the students to
have as a keepsake,” said Mrs.
Garcia, ‘“‘plus they are learning
a lot about Georgetown while
working on the project.”

d Cynthia Jones.

Juan Floriano, Mike Maidonado,

la, Norma Rodriguez ani

(Back row) Janie Maldonado,

(Front row) Juan Mireles, Sylvia Ybarra, Carolina Aya

sor and Teacher Elva Garcia, Jesse Perez, Jesus Ayala, Joe
d Martha Rodriguez.

Guajardo an

_SM

Mireles, Charlie Ybarra, Edward

RESEARCH COMMITTEE



PUBLléA‘l'lON COMMITTEE — Danny Ybarra, Mike Salazar, Manuel Ledesma and Lucy

KETCHING COMMITTEE — Amy Jasso, Ninfa Salazar, Candy Rodriguez, Be

|lrene Mireles.

i
L

Bagdad Cemetery census
reveals 1,450 marked graves

On April 20 a group of
Leander people met at Bagdad
Cemetery and took a census of
the names and dates on the
grave stones.

A record of this count  will be ; 3
placed in various libraries, ap-
proximately 1,450 marked
graves,

Those who came to help were
Edwin and Anna Ray Borho,
Malcolm and Pauline
Naumann, Pat and Nellie
Mason, Hershell and Billye
Wiley, Wanda Fulkes and Bob-
bie Mckissick, Nancy Crider
and Edna Beasley, Frances and
Sharon Harrell, Pat and Gladys
Ward, Cora Wray and Nora
Hyland, Beulah Dooley and
Leona Williamson.

There were a number of
'visitors who lent their moral
support, They were Mrs. Eula
Craven, H. H. Powell, Velva
Profitt, Mood and Bernece
Wiley, Mr. and Mrs. Lois
Giddens, Mr. and Mrs, Neal .
Landry, Fred Henry and others,

S1TE SELECTING COMMITEE — Jose Floriano, Beatriz Floriano, Carmela Gomez, Juan

Rodriguez, Mary Salazar and Julie Esquerra.
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Bid accepted
.~ for moving
Cabin chimney

Georgetown Bicentennial
Commission accepted a bid for
$1000 from Edward Valdez to
move and rebuild exactly as it
now stands the chimney on the

' Gabriel Mills Tog cabin.

NP G

Texas
, 1975

own,
May !

The 125 year-old cabin was
“contributed to the city of
Georgetown by Mr. and Mrs.
Emile Jamail of Austin as part
-of the 1976 Bicentennial
" celebration. The Bicentennial
Commission has raised funds
for moving and restoring the
| historic cabin which was built
lin the western Williamson
! County community of Gabriel
Mills.
Earlier in the year, the cabin
I was moved to the Georgetown
‘City Park on Austin Ave.
Georgetown High School
students have rebuilt the cabin,
except for the chimney and
other final restoration
processes such as the chinking
' of holes.

© L. A. Rutledge, a George-

town Bicentennial com-

. missioner, reported Tuesday

- that concrete has been poured

" in San Gabriel Park to expand

' the present slab. Eight-hundred

' dollars was donated for that

: ‘ o i by o 4 [ project and o installlights sur

KL R ; i | | rounding " the sla e

 SAMUEL MATHER CABIN WAS DONATED BY AUSTINITE - willia Ps%m County Stithg
o _ Cabin renayation is Bicentennial Heritage. project
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met May 1in the conference
room of the Georgetown Publie

- -
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CHIMNEY IS RESTORED on the Gabriel Mills log cabin whlch:
was contributed to the City of Georgetown by Emile Jamail of |
Austin as part of the 1976 Bicentennial celebration. Edward’
Valdez and his employees (shown here) were awarded a $1000
contract for moving and restoring the chimney on the 125 year-
old cabin, which is located in the Georgetown City Park on;
Austin Avenue,

Georgotown, Texas
Thuraday, May 8, 1975

Historical Committee helps
Junior Historians

Fhe Williamson County
thstoneal Survey  Committee

Library with Mrs. Clara Scar-
brough, chairman, presiding.

The regional meeting of the
Texas Historleal Commission
held In Georgetown at
Southwestern University Com-
mons on April 16 was reported
o have been very Interesting
and educational, The members
of this local committee con-
tributed to Its success in
several ways including pre-
planning for the meal, handling
pre-registration cards and the
red, white and blue floral
decorations. They also con-
ducted guided tours through the
Moaod Hall Museum on the cam-
pus,

It is not surprising that the
promotion of the American
Bicentennial programs and the
Historical Survey Committee
goals are almost one and the
same — creating an Interest in

our historic past at the local
level. Junior Historian groups

are being organized and

chartered in Taylor and-
Georgetown High Schools. An’

all day program took place in
Taylor on April 18. The high
school students attended
sessions in groups at the Taylor
Public Library. They heard
speeches by Representative
Dan Kubiak and other
historians, looked at pictures
and slides and listened to
descriptions of incidents in the
high school life of Taylor
residents. The present Taylor
High School replaced the first
one built in 1882, Committee
members taking part in the
presentation were A. M.
Ahlgren, Miss Ruth Mantor,
Mrs. John Cornforth, former
county chairman, and possibly
others,

Mrs. Clara Scarbrough, coun-
ty chairmanyis also co-
chairman of the Heritage com-
mittee of the Georgetown
Bicentennial Commission. In
that capacity she spoke to the
students in resource education
classes in the junior and senior
high school in Georgetown
recently. The groups will
prepare for publication a sketch
book of historical buildings in
the area as a part of the
Bicentennial Celebration. Mrs,
Elna Garcia, resource teacher
and sponsor of the project, in-
dicated that the collection will
be published by the Educational
Service Center in Austin, &

A Junlor Historian cnapler
has been formed in the Social
Studies Department of
Georgetown High School. At a
special programn Tuesday May
6, Ken Ragsdale, Educational
Service Director of the Texas
State Historical Association,
will present a slide showing of
Junior Historians across the
state. Mrs. Scarbrough and
Mrs. Homer Caswell have been
encouraging this organization.
Mrs. Marietta Mugford will be
the sponsor and Mrs. Caswell
will serve as co-sponsor.

Cemetery listings over the
county continue to be reported.
The sub-chairman for the
eastern part of Williamson
County is Thomas McDonald of
Taylor. Miss Laverne Faubion
of Georgetown is the sub-
chairman for western William-
son County. They told of some
imporant points to look for in
recording cemeteries. Since
these lists are to be made
available to the public in
various libraries, locations
should be identified. Specific
directions on how to get there
would help researchers who are
not familiar with the area.
Names and dates of those
buried and date of the first
burial should be included. If
possible the names of land
donors and trustees would be
historically useful and might
furnish old records and deeds.
Many cemeteries are known by
more than one name so all
names need to be listed with
some explanation. The location
of more than 170 burial
grounds have been reported.
Ninety-two of these have been re-
corded giving names and dates
and, in some cases, original
trustees and donors of land.

The 21 members present
represented Andice-Gabriel
Mills, Florence, Georgetown,
Granger, Jarrell, Liberty Hill,
and the Taylor-Jonah - Rice's
Crossing area.

—Reporter
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A State Historical Marker for

Historical marker unveiled in Leander Sunday

the community of Leander was
unveiled in a ceremony punc-
tuated by the roar of pa<s|ng
automobiles on highway 183 in-
side the city linmits of Leander,
Sunday afternoon

The plaque. made possible
through efforts by the Leander

Garden Club in cooperation
with the Williamson County
Historical Committee, was un-
veiled by Mrs. Irene Mason and
Miss Leona Williamson,
daughters of Leander pioneers.

LOIS GIDDENS, another
Leander pioneer, was the main
speaker. He recounted a history
of Leander, telling of early
struggles, accomplishments,
historic events and personali-
ties, some remembered by
those present,

The township of Leander was
surveyed in 1882 when
merchants of Bagdad, then a
thriving town of many
businesses located about 1 mile
west. refused to let a railroad
come through their town,
although the railroad offered
$1000 for right-of-way. So,
Leander got the railroad and
also very quickly the business
firms from Bagdad, which
quickly became a ghost town.

Leander's first school,
Giddens said, opened in 1893.
Now Leander has the largest
school district and one of the
most outstanding school
systems in the county.

THE GARDEN CLUB is
made up of seventeen
members, most of whom can
trace their ancestry to
Bagdad's early days.

Mrs. Don Scarbrough, Wil-
liamson County Historical
Committee chairman, read the

LEANDER GARDEN CLUB LADIES raised funds and worked
with the Williamson County Historic Committee to provide a
State Historic Marker unveiled Sunday afternoon. Left to right:
Mrs. Malcolm Naumann, Mrs. Edna Beasley, Mrs. Irene
Mason, Miss Leona Williamson, Mrs. Vel#a Profitt, Mrs, Eula
Craven, Mrs. Beulah Dooley, president of the Garden Club,

“Come in close,” she sug-
gested. “'I am an old school

~+  plaque to the assembled group.

L {/;w:u TS,

Mrs. Essie Wiley, Mrs. Roy Carpenter and Mrs. Mamie
Morgan. Stone and tablet at left memorialized a terrible event
that happened in 1839 near present day Leander when
Comanche Indians killed fourteen men in what became known
as the Webster Massacre.

’

teacher but I still can’t talk iocated so that passing
above the passing motorists can stop and read it,
automobiles.”” The plaque has the following mscnpuon

Ly
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LEANDER

EW FROM THE ONCE

'IIJ'EIA“NVD“‘?(; (1;'(‘)‘“'N OF BAGDAD, FOUNDED
IN 1854 (1 MI. W). WHEN THE AUSTIN &
NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD pYPASSED
BAGDAD IN 1882, A NEW TOWN WAS
SURVEYED AND NAMED FOR RAILROAD
OFFICIAL LEANDER BROWN (1817-89).
HOMES AND BUSINESSES FROM THE b7 Mo “ . The invocation was given by
OLDER COMMUNITY QUICKLY MOVED ST £/ “ | the Rev. Harry Moore and the
et NEwogngg:l-!“l(c)gGwT;EB:sg'em : AL e S W see s concluding prayer by the Rev.
LINE. THE P! Bob Wilson. Mrs. Malcolm
HERE FROM BAGDAD IN 1882. THE - ’ Naumann, past president of the
SCHOOL, STARTED HERE IN 1893, HAS L. / Leander Garden Club presided

- ’ g

S

GROWN INTO THE LARGEST SCHOOL in the ceremony. Mrs. Dooley is
DISTRICT IN WILLIAMSON COUNTY. the current club president.

ORIGINALLY IN A RURAL AREA, LEANDER
HAS BOOMED IN RECENT YEARS DUE
TO HIGHLAND LAKES DEVELOPMENT.

b LOIS GIDDENS, a resident of Leander for more than 75 years,

A o was the main speaker, telling of the community’s early day
: ey 2 A : e prosperity (bank, hotel, stores, etc.) and recalling many in-
b et ; teresting events to his delighted audience.

WOODMEN OF THE WORLD, 1914 — ‘Son’ Glass is the owner of ~ Walker, No. 3 Mr. McGlamery, No. 4 Claude Hausenfluck, No. 5
this 61 year old picture of the Georgetown Wot'xjfnen. Friends  Robert Lewis, No. 6 Dee Hausenfluck. Second row, No. 1 John W.
have helped him identify some of the handsome lodge members, ~ Glass, No. 3 Lt. Hugh McGlamery; back row, No. 1 Otto
but interest is high as to who the others are. Possibly some sharp.  Grumbles, No. 2 Henry Brooks (?), No. 4 Adam Reagan.
memoried SUN readers can help. Front row No. 1 is Arthur X
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and how it grew!
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THE GRAND MASONIC EMBLEM, cut in stone, centers the handsome old
Masonic Temple, built in 1900, which is one of the prominent buildings of the
proposed Historic Square District of Georgetown. The emblem is repeated both
on the west and north sides of the structure. Two feathered visitors enjoy the tiny
_ window and ledge of the roof. = T e

 GEORGETOWN AREA MASONS have met upstairs in this building since 1900. The Georgetown Post Office sign
can be seen just behind the horse and buggy, evidently left there while someone went in for his mail. J. W. Long oc-
cupied the west end of the building downstairs with his drug business. Note the crown-shaped dome atop the corner

cupola. Could be half a dozen drug store cowboys grace the corner of the sidewalk.
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. by CLARA SCARBROUGH

{* "The present home of San Gabriel Masonic Lodge is one of the
hndsome buildings on the Courthouse Square of Georgetown.
Built 75 years ago, its four walls were erected by the time the
famous Galveston storm hit September 8, 1900, and local
\citizens were concerned that the terrific hurricane winds would
damage or tumble them. They needn’t have worried. It was said
then, and is still often repeated, that if Belford Lumber Com-
pany built it, it was the best. Belford had contracted to put up
the two story Masonic structure for $8100 late in April of 1900.

“The four sheer walls of the Temple” stood firm through the
storm, no doubt enhancing the solid reputation of the construc-
tion firm.

THE MASONIC TEMPLE, as it was called, stands at the cor-
ner of Seventh Street and Main Street in the middle of the
proposed Historic District of Georgetown. The downstairs is oc-
cupied by Atkin Furniture Company, which has been there since
1925, but the upstairs has always been reserved for the Masonic
Lodge. The meeting and other rooms are approached by a
rather elegant, wide stairway, with handsome light fixtures of
the period on each side of the stairs.

Prior to 1900, the Lodge had a two story wooden building on
the ~ame lot, used the upper story for meetings, and rented the
firo. floor to the post office. When the Masons decided to erect
the new building, they sold the frame one to the Knights of
Pythias Lodge who moved the old frame structure to a location
south of the present post office on East 8th Street, and the
postal business was moved with it while the Masonic building
was constructed.

As construction progressed on the fine old building and the
hurricane winds of September 1900 reached inland from the
Galveston storm, Belford temporarily braced the free standing' |
walls. The cornerstone ‘had been donated by Judge George W.
Glasscock (son of the pioneer who gave land to Williamson
County in return for selecting Georgetown as the county seat
and naming the town in his honor). Masonic ceremonies for lay-

ing the cornerstone were held July 6, 1900, and the building was
completed December 8, the same year.

THE POST OFFICE was promptly moved into the new
! building, occupying the smaller section on the northeast end,
which had its own separate entrance on the north adjacent tg"'
 the doors leading up the stairs to the Masonic rooms. The post’
" office remained here until 1912, when it moved to the Robertson|

. | Building on the north side of the Square, where Gold's and, until}
&reoently. Henderson's, were situated. Later, sometime in the
[ 1920s, the office moved into the Miles Brothers building, then in’ !
11932, into their new Federal Post Office Building, still in use.
| The other early occupant of the Temple was a drug store, firs
yowned and operated by George Atkinson, later sold t:;{J {W
‘Long Druggist, who remained there until in 1925 when 'S, T.
I Atkin Furniture acquired the lease for the first floor. “J.
Thatcher Atkin, son of Mr. and Mrs, S, T. Atkin, recalls that Mr. |
| Long installed a soda fountain in hi$ store, rectangular in shape,
lntheM(wenend) of his store, This was one of the early
Ecolddﬂnk fountains in town; A hall or passageway between the
drus store and post office Space was closed off, but after the
,imt office left the buudmg. the hall was opened and now leads
;from Mr. Atkin’s main showroom to a storage area in the rear.

" SAN GABRIEL MASONIC'LODGE found sufficient space in
the building to rent offices at different times to three doctors.
\The first of these was Dr. , who hlwmeeonthe'
'baxoonyomedrugstoresupstaiu—a ystul’inuseby

. P

; SUN PHOTOGRAPHER DAVID TRUE happened to position his camera at the yery same angle as someone.eﬁe” Z

_automobiles in place of horses and a television aerial.

5 O ST

did for the “before picture” above. But the present,day cupola has lost its ‘dome, and the bmldmg nowlus

‘Mr. Atkin. Dr. Henschen wore a duster and drove ani electric
runabout around Georgetown. His home was a two story
‘building located where: the present Georgetown" Medlcal and
Surgical Clinic stands on University Avenue, °
Dr. W. M. Schultz occupied office space in the back (wst) endi
of the building, behind the soda fountain. He loved fishing and'
spent many hours at this hobby, coming to a tragic end when he
fell from the bank at Katy Lake one day and drowned.
! A doctor of veterinary medicine, named Price, had an'office
‘in the Masonic Building sometime after Drs. Henschen and.
Schultz were there. Dr. Price was an extremely. large man
(whose wife was quite a small person, comments Mr. Atkin),
"and one time got into -an argument with the town nighﬂ
“watchman, Alvin Townsley. Townsley shot the doctor. but the
' padding of fat deflected the bullet, which might otherwise have,
“ killed him, and Dr. Price recovered. (The night watchinan later!
received a prison sentence after another shooting: resulting
.from arguments‘at a football game in'which two men from Gld«
dings, one a state representative, wg;tg shot.) . =
A DOUBLE TRAGEDY edoorowlepdstofﬁcel
while it was in the Masonic building. A prominent Georgetown|
man, J. T, Snéed, after collecting his mail in the post office,'
stepped outside with it and was shot and killed by a man ‘who,
stood across the street, about where ‘the Georgetown Public.
Library is now, Sneed's assailant then tumed the gun on Mmsem
and took his own life. e
But many happier events took- 'place ln=these surmuhdlngs f
IThe soda fountain of the store was a popular meeting place'for
! townspeople and for visitors from out of town on business at the
Courthouse; -or attending one of the ‘First Monday™ events|
which included an all-day sale on the Courthouse grounds, and
picnics on the lawn of the Square, enjoyed by visitors and
| Georgetownites alike,




S. T. ATKIN, an inventor who patented a special kind of flue
and marketed it with considerable success, in 1925 moved his
furniture business from the area east of the present Publig:
Library into the Masonic Building first floor. About that time.
his only son, J. Thatcher Atkin, received his degree from
Southwestern University, and Mr. and Mrs. Atkin and young
Thatcher took a trip into west Texas: While at Alpine, Mr. S. T.
Atkin suffered a heart attack and died. Mrs. Atkin, who had
assisted her husband in the business and was familiar with it,
continued to operate it. Thatcher had accepted a teaching posi-
tion in Elgin for the fall, but after his father's death, he resign-
ed that job and remained in Georgetown to work at the store
with his mother. Thatcher was importuned by Southwesteny
University to take a teaching position in freshman mathematics
during the mornings, which he accepted, but continued in the
furniture business afternoons in the firm with his mother.

SAN GABRIEL MASONIC LODGE

San Gabriel Masonic Lodge No. 89 of Georgetown was the
first Masonic Lodge to be organized in Williamson County.
Eight men presented a petition to the Grand Lodge of Texas in
1851 asking that they be permitted to form a Lodge, and on May.
18, 1851, the Grand Master of the State Lodge signed a dispensa-
tion granting the request. Those signing the original petition’
and listed as charter members were men from several parts of
the new county: C. C. Arnett, Joseph Rubarth, Samuel Patter-!
son, C. C. Cook, J. A. Chism, J. T. Cook, James Armstrong. and
E. F. Story.

The State Grand Master Andrew Neill. appomted John T.
Cook, First Master; James Armstrong, First Senior Warden,

"and Edward F. Story, First Junior Warden. Within a few days,
“on May 22, 1851, a group of Master Masons met at Georgetown
=9 {T. Cox, E. F. Story, C. C. Arnett, James Roberts, C. c.
Cook Jos. Rubarth, Sam'L Mather A. H: Raines/ or Baines
“{found written both ways in early records), ‘and'W. H. Cushney.
The Lodge continued under its special dispensation until.
“January 21, 1852, when proceedings began for chartering San
' Gabriel Lodge. Charter was granted on January 23, 1851.
fAt chartering, new officers were chosen: John T. Cox,’ First'
Worshlpful Master, and James Armstrong, E. F. Story, I. K.
“Branch, N. B. Johnson, Sam Mather, Jos. Rubarth, and L. R. (?)
-Fleming, other officers.
! THE “ROCK HOUSE” of the Lodge was mentioned in 1851,
~‘ﬁld tpeOctober 18, 1851 minutes, the organization contracted
d a “Lodge Room” on their rock house. Other names
ppearing in the minutes for that year included N. B. Johnson,
R. Hile, Jas. H. Addison, Jas. W, Branch, J. S. Mercer, A,
Qlcl(ay. T. D. Allen, Jas. W. Crop, John W. Flemming, N..
ley, F. F. Miller and W. H. Fishmell. Those present at
w e December 1851 meeting were J. T. Cox, D. C. Cowen (sic.),
' ‘Story.'l‘ R. Burch, N. B. Johnson, Jos. Rubarth, Samuel
r, Jno. W. Flemming, James Miller, R. Garves (sic.), J.
rrell, Jas. Branch, J. P. Patterson, Jesse Mercer, and C.
Vb Cook (Spelling from minutes is adhered to, although some
 is apparently incorrect: i.e., D. C Cowan is correct.)

'. ‘on January 29 1852, Newton B. Johnson, owner of ‘‘a cer-
stone house” located on the corner of Brushy and Oak
s (now Austin Avenue and 8th) in the west corner of the

comprising the frame buildlnubove the yvalls of
house" torthe:oleu;eptt}w}pdgﬂouoomlderg.

deirm wdr’ pmied to W.G.

In. 1857, the Lodge was-still meeting upstairs south of the
'8quare, in the same building mentioned above, and w
the lower floor was 4 saloon-ten pln alley “and ﬂﬂhe
‘appearances that go with a
according to an undated clipping fros
year, Colonel W. C. Dalrymple, aLodae member.
in the minutes for hbmm the T
- Atmy of S8am Houston and battles on ‘u{“{‘ A street had
Isjeen tnamed Dalrymple in his honor, later changed to Forest.
tree
COLONEL DUDLEY H. SNYDER, well-known cattleman,
“received his Master Mason degree on January 12, 1858, from the
Georgetown Lodge. On May 29, 1858, the Lodge purchased a lot
from Dr. D. F. Knight on the east side of the Square. They paid_
.$1,000 for this property and instructed workmen to "ufa‘ﬂ
| anything necessary from the %(qﬁ?ﬂmy mﬁq}
‘repair or touse therein,’ :Am Knight for
 balanice on the “‘building.’” It is assumed that the Lodge meant
to make this their headquarters.
SEBffects Of thexGivil-War of
. period. A number of times, special action was asked f
- generally taken to allow members to obtain their Master
' degrees prior to leaving for service in the war, as was the case
~in late October of 1861 with Ed H. Von Trees (sic.) wbuwﬁbed
,his degree in order “that he might proceed to Ken-
‘tucky.”  Meetings were sprinkled with efforts to rent space or
poll the "OldLodge Room.” In December 1861 the Lodge Room
. was rented as a public school for $5 a month, and the Old Room.
\showedadeedo{;aletoaMr McKaughen. Membeuvoud!m
[lease tha lower floor of their new building for at least $10 per
»monun (October 21, 1865), or to sell the Lodge pundingwr a
\practicable amount, and, after negotiating the sal
‘for shares in the Georgetown Male & Female wﬂﬁm
’xtlpulat:on that a suitable upper.room be provided in the'
‘Academy for a Lodge Room (December 16, 1866). A ‘committee
later reported that sale of the old building was not pra
~and instead it was rented for $15. % “5is
2 NOTES OF TRAGEDY entered the minutes of early yents.«
g ‘On December 20, 1862, a resolution of sympathy and reqiect(’
“began, ‘‘Whereas, we have been lnlormed of the death of Bro,
i[amu H. Tankersley, who was killed by the ]  on a date
unknown in July, 1862, , . It was announced vgg
gs_‘ounts , Steven A. Boyce and C. C. Ake lost their lives in the ser-
of the Confederate Army, and that Confederate General E.
Vo:r'l‘ress (sic.) was killed by lightning. Memorial services
‘re preached by Bro. J. W. Ledbetter on July 16, 1865.
The Eastern Star, beginning July 16, 1867, waspeﬂmttedhh
occup&:{hwgg;goom It was also noted in the minutes of that
‘year e building east of the Hall should
ot and shed for the horses or horse-drawn mm
}-odge members. This spot eventually developed into o%,c(
orgetown’s busy livery stables.
_Housing continued to be a problem, as April 17 and November
1869, minutes suggest. J. C. S, Morrow, J. R. Peay and J. J. |
, sﬁnbbleneld were appointed to “find what could be attained
; rpose of erecting sbnllding:oralndge
B  the same year, MP‘B
“added to the Lodge-hun! m
‘members agreed to rent their “store room”
Mm;gomery ‘‘on the best possible terms.”
; l\%sons have long participated in the laying of

¢ buildings, and the erection of G

‘of what, in turn, became Georgetown

‘w'm s«;m%m its main e-mpuu?

~



PERHAPS IN CELEBRATION of its twentieth year as a
' Lodge, although the reason was not stated, minutes  for
| February 18, 1871, say that at the close of the regular session,:
the members repaired to the Alamo Hotel for an ‘“‘elegant
repast prepared for the occasion.”” The following month, a com*®
mittee was asked to negotiate with E. H. Napier in regard to the |
0ld Lodge, room rents, etc., the old building being the one south |
of the Square on the northwest corner of the block. Napier had |
operated a saloon in the building for some time.

From post-Civil War days until almost the end of the century, |
the local Masons were periodically looking for better meeting
quarters, and related matters. For instance, a committee was -

“authorized to rent a suitable Lodge room (December 21, 1872); |
_another was appointed to sell the old building, but not the lot
. (October 18, 1873); the committee reported that the building
"had been sold for $300 to ‘Bro. Albright” (February 21, 1874),

but the purchaser died soon thereafter; on March 6 and 20, 1875,
-members discussed building a new Hall, and on June 5, a com-
 Mittee was designated to consult J. C. S. Morrow about renting
‘the second floor of his store (in 1975 Henderson's Appliance Store

at Austin Avenue and Seventh Street) and on July 3, upper floor
1of the building was rented to them for $10. Minutes do not in-

dicate for how long. By November 6, 1875, a new committee —

J. C. S. Morrow, F. L. Price and R. H. Montgomery — were em-*"

powered to rent another hall for lodge meetings in conjunction
" with the Odd Fellows. Negotiations were completed January 1, !

1876, with D. Love for this joint rental, and in April, the two

lodges worked toward purchasing the cemetery. .

ANOTHER COMMITTEE was named January 5, 1877, to work

1. 0. O. F. and the Southern Presbyterian Church to con- |
sl ways and means of building a hall. Early the next year,
the Masons sold the “‘Albright House” to Dr. F. A. Mood for
 $364.55, and the following November 2, 1878, contracted for the
construction of a Lodge Room. It was begun by meeting time,
' December 21. The job must have been a hasty one, for by May 9,

1881, minutes report that the building needed repairs, including
= | the installation of columns along the floor which should, in turn,

support a beam running the entire length of the building. The
"next year, the building was insured for $1,000 and the lower

story was rented; the members also authorized the purchase'of
{ *spit-boxes” (i. e., spittoons). Whether done in seriousness or
! not. the members passed a'motion in January 1884 prohibiting
' smoking and chewing while the Lodge was “at labor,” but the

action was rescinded at a subsequent meeting.
l San Gabriel Lodge made plans on February 7, 1885, to par-
rﬁdpate in laying the cornerstone of the new state Capitol in
" THREE LOCAL MEN received their first degree status on
_April 2, 1887, all three attaining some prominence in local or
' state *history. Robert A. John became assistant Attorney

General of Texas, having also been County Attorney for
| Williamson County and a prominent local lawyer. R. E. Brooks
' became Judge of the 26th Judicial District, then helped form the
| Hogg-Swayne Syndicate, a corporation to develop oil properties
?at Spindletop. This syndicate laid the ground work for the Texas

Company. The first meeting of a group planning this company is
said to have been held in the rear of what is now Burkhart's
- Newsstand, The third man to receive his first degree was W. Y.
Penn, a Georgetown jeweler and bookseller, later Mayor of

Georgetown, and still later a real estate dealer in San Antonio.
' The new Young Ladies’ Annex at Southwestern University
' was the site of another Masonic cornerstone ceremony on

tember 22, 1887. This Annex was on the site of the present

ﬁy};endall Hall, the earlier Annex having burned, The San

Gabriel Lodge also had charge of laying a cornerstone on
Member 8, 1894, for the City of Georgetown Free School
Building, later known as Annie Purl School, in the center of the

Citizens State Bank block. This building was designed by
 architect Bert McDonald; contractor was Francis Fisher, and
 superintendent of the city schools was F. P, Leverett.

NEWFANGLED CONVENIENCES Weére appearing rapidly
in Georgetown at the end of the century, and San Gabriel Lodge
was fiot long in considéring them. A committee was appointed
to look iito the installation of electric lights, the fixtures to cost

1 $60,50 (June 9, 1894); at the July meeting, the members voted to
pay $28 for installation of the lights, and also contracted for ob-
taining running water from the local Water Company. On
January 12, 1895, the Lodge ordered sewage installed in the
Lodge B“MWG‘"-' T S A

- - Belween 1895 aqwjmmrs firmed up their determina-
tion to construct a new hall, sell the old building they occupied,
and rent another meeting place “more comfortable” than the
one they were using until the new structure was finished. They
also voted to secure “another house for the post office,” which
had rented the first floor of their building, with the understan-
ding that the post office would move into the first floor of the
new building when it was finished. On February 10, 1900, the old

" building was sold to the Knights of Pythias, who moved it, and
plans were ordered drawn for a two story siructure which
would reach to the alley on the same site. On April 28, 1900, the
contract was let to Belford Lumber Company for $8,100, with L.
B. Walters as superintendent of construction. The stone Temple
was to be completed in five months. When the cornerstone was

“laid, July 6, 1900, the following were officers of San Gabriel
Lodge: S. M. Strayhorn, Robert A. John, Dan S. Chessher, G. W.

“Foster, P, C. Harty, C. I. Harris, W. J. Flanagan, M. C. Dutton
and W. J. Wayman. As already detailed, the walls stood
hurricane winds in September, and the building was ready for
occupancy by the end of the year.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY has seen this Lodge lay cor-
 nerstones for the Courthouse on October 6, 1910, and for the
¥ Southwestern University Science Building on June 17, 1916. In

1918, the Lodge supported financially the local Kings Daughters
I8anitarium, Georgetown’s first hospital. That same year last
I rites were read for D. W. Queen, who died as a result of an ex-
{plosion on an American ship sunk by a German submarine. As

the controversy about the Ku Klux Klan raged over the nation
! gnd in this county, the San Gabriel Lodge on October 11, 1921,
i categorically denied any support of that group by the Lodge.
The final note on construction costs of the Temple was paid on

LApril 11,1924, oo

| The meeting room contains a fine, invaluable collection of

large photographic portraits of many of the prominent citizens
i of this area who were Masons. All are nicely framed and hung

on freshly painted walls, where they form an impressive array
| of men who helped build this county. This writer hopes that ex-
{ cessive light (which fades photographs) can be kept at a
| minimum on them, and that they sometime can be given more

: permanent and readable identifications, so that the chance of

irrevocable loss will be avoided. The collection is certainly a
remarkable one.

IN ITS 123 YEARS, the following men have served Sam
Gabriel Lodge as Worshipful Master (the highest local office):
J. T. Cox (1852), Sam Mather (1853), also Grand Master of Tex-
as 1862-63; J. B. Harrell (1854); A. J. Strickland (1855), Ed
Stephenson (1856), A. S. Walker (1857), R. Sansom (1858), De
Witt C. Booth (1859).

- Those serving (including re-elected officers) 1860 until 1900
were Wm. E. Bouchelle, D. C. Booth, Sidney Seymour, D. C.
Booth, Wm. E. Bouchelle, W, J. Montgomery, T. P. Hughes, G.
- W. Leseure (sic.), J. W. Posey, B. E. Chreitzberg, J. C. S.
‘Morrow, R. H. Montgomery, Dan S. Chessher, Sr., S. W.
Strayhorn, J. R. McCormick, Thomas Irvine, Dan S. Chessher,
8r., G. W. Glasscock, W. M, Key, T. B. Cochran (Grand Master
‘o} Texas 1893), George Irvine, S. S. Sansom, A. S. Howren, W.

Y. Penn, R. A. John, G. W. Foster, W. T. Starnes, A. L. Sharpe,
L. F. Chapman, L. B. Walters, and Dan S. Chessher, Jr.
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.~ FROM 1900 UNTIL 1950, Past Masters have been J. M
§ Danlel W. L. Mann, W. J. Flanagan, C. I. Harris, D. W. Wilcox,
*C.S. Griffith, E. H. Eanes, George Keahey, John M. Sharpe, J.

" A. Glendenning, R. L. Gallaway, D. A, Peaslee, Will H. Hanna,

" A. C. Treutheardt, J. S. Thorp, D. H. Davis, E. E.

Henderson,

- John S. Gillett, John D. Hudson, Dee Thompson, Hobson Mar-
~ tin, W. H. Cowley, Donald Irvine, M. L. Williams, H. S. Sharpe,
. Jr., W. P, Hoffman, Jr., B. J. Bruton, M. W. McKeithan, T. A,
Shell Donald Barron, M. S. Hewitt, H. W. Cornick, H. L.
Patterson, E. 0. Grigsby, E. W. Keith, L. R. Mcl.aughlln. D. P,

| Irvine, W. P. Hoffman, Jr., Felix B. Secrest, L. R, McLaughlin,
W. Howard Knox, F. W. Millholin, J. J. Jones, Jr.

From 1950 tothe present time, Wors_h'ipm lflute’rs have been

~ Carl Dunh (two terms). Wm. S. Lott, Wm. R. Eanes, Lee Karr,
. Tom McAlferty, Jay Wolf, Ray Hodges, Earl Smith. Roscoe
" McCann, Harry Gold, Howard N. Landry. Claude Green, Joe

,. Williams, Edgar M. Glasscock. Sr., H. F. Sharpe, W. H, Whit-

. field. W. B. Kilpatrick, Dr. H. L. Patterson, Macon Jones, Joe
- McKnight, Wayne Thompson, Lee Fulkes, Kenneth Jones, and

':

+ Jimmy Landry.

tAuthor's note: The bulk of this article is based on minutes of
. the San Gabriel Lodge pro_Yi_g.ed by Joe Williams, secretary.

Other material was found in the
Masonic Lodge No. 89. A. F. & A. M.

‘History of San Gabriel
by John M. Sharpe, a
mimecographed copy written in 1950: files of the Williamson |
‘County SUN: Deed Records of Williamson County: personal in- |

terviews with Fred Millholin and J. Thatcher Atkin: and ar-
ticles by Mr. Millholin in the SUN March 5. 1954. and another
March 12, 1964. The Grand Masonic Library of Téxas. located in
Waco. kindly furnished material regarding the founding of the

San Gabriel Lodge. Names followed by *'sic.’

" quoted from the

minutes are possibly more correctly spelled thus: D. C. Cowan,
R. Graves or Gravis. and so on.)

Fred Millholin exple
Georgetown’s ‘What:

By FRED MILLHOLIN

In May, 1930, W. W. Edwards, local
publie spirited businessman, deeded to the
City of Georgetown four city lots advan-
tageously located for park purposes and
dedicated it to the children of the com-
munity for their use and pleasure,

This property is located between
Seventh and Eighth streets and by a
resolution of the City Council on May 12,
was named Edwards Park in honor of the
generous benefactor.
~ Located on the southeast corner of the
park is an object long familiar to the older
citizens of the community which was also
given to the City by Mr. Edwards, 2
large round rock of interesting proportions
that was mounted on a foundation by the
City and, although it was believed by
many to be a meteor, its origin has never

been determined.

Some little time ago when what was
believed to be a meteor flashing across the
sky in a blinding light in this section, the
object in the park was brought to the mind
of Mrs. Sam Harris, daughter of one of
Williamson County and Georgetown's
revered peace officers, the late Sheriff
and later, City Marshal Charles J. Brady,

as well as others.

A news item in the SUN dated May 16,
1930, tells of this interesting specimen

in Rockdale, Texas. It resembles ce
is as round as any baseball, stands
inches high and weighs approx(mauly
500 pounds. 2

The rock was purchned by M)'-
Edwards and brought to Georgetown |
truck and taken by Mr. Edwards to
machine shop of L. P. Imhoff at the f¢
Jail Hill where he had a hole drille i
It proved to be as hard as marble,
while it was being drilled, brokeh(o
pieces.

The inside of the stone is of drak
color and has a constituency of a very fine
cement. A number of people whdu
opinions were pronounced to be good
amined the stone and stated that
believed it was not made by man.  _«

The inside of the stone looks very muj
like trap rock, a hard limestone ;
pregnated with asphalt to a dep'ee» 1
ficient to color it only. :

Some declared that no cement was ¢
made as hard as this stone, while
said, *‘How do we know what kind
ment the particular ancients w
of making who cast this rock2’*

The body of the stone,
of the imagination, coulf,be
for some architectual
ages, as history tells us that’

s cast sperhncal bodles
which was found at a depth of one hundred - pje. 5”%

feet under rock and dirt and resting upon
the top of a vein of coal in one of the mines
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'l‘lusparucularstone

Continued from Page 1
cemented Libert'y.

gagekther adorns the Ediwards, well, th
ark serving as a curiosity.

those who desu-eg‘lo t’lo‘gg
and speculate a
“WHATTIZIT.”
After the stor
mysterious rock appeared in about'the"s
the SUN; Mrs. O. T. Cate of  Another:story v
North Georgetown, then in her Round Rock man
T4th' year, told an interesting was engaged i
story tg: a large rock found bridge across
more than fifty years before at  Williamson

her home in Hopewell near 4d§‘
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The Willlamson Coumy SUN

Seclion 1, Page 14

Georgelown, Texas |

June 5, lws :

‘A BIRTHDAY STORY

The SUN, from the
beginning until today

STORY OF THE

Editor’s Note: With this
issue, the Williamson County
Sun enters its 98th year of con-
tinuous publication. The follow-

ing articles are self-
explanatory, the first was
written by the paper’s founder,
J. F. Cooper, the second by
John M. Sharpe, a strong and
distinguished editor who sold
his interests to the current
owner and editor and retired in
1948.
—0—
IN RETROSPECT
(By J. E. Cooper)
Published May 19, 1939
{THE SUN enters its 62nd year.

IN 1877 THE SUN published
its first issue. At that time
| there was no newspaper being
published in the county, altho
several efforts had been made
to establish going concerns,
however all, up to the time had
been short lived, although some
had been manned by literary
giants of their day. When the
Sun was established there were
no telephones, no electric
lights, no automobiles; no
barbed-wire fences; no deep
wells; no settlements on the
prairies; no radios; few hotels;
no road houses, but plenty of
saloons.

ALL SE‘I'I'LEMEN’I‘S WERE
ON STREAMS, near wood and
water and as many as possible
near at least one never-failing
spring. At that time Texas had
been a member of the United
States thirty-nine years, and
the Democrats in charge of the
State government only two

years following the rigors
harﬂdllpl of reoonstrnction.
me under full headway.
e was governor:

with a full cabinet of
Democratic state officials.

THE CONSTITUTION OF
1876 was adopted soon after the
arrival of Cooper and a new
order of things was beginning.
The E. J. Davis administration
had bequeathed to the Coke and
succeeding administrations a
very bad condition of state af-
fairs. The Davis administration
with its many negro officers,
most of whom had been former
slaves, had not been able to
check the reckless careers of
dangerous’ outlaws who ‘did not
fear the negro officers, nor
respect the lives and property
of the good citizens. The Sunr
was born in the midst of such
conditions, and it followed the
lead of courageous citizens who
gave their time and influence
toward making the county and
State a safer and better place in
which to live.

The Sun, as of this date, has
been published regularly for
sixty-two years not missing an
issue, save now and then a holi-
day vacation. It was born on a
G. Washington hand press and
is now printed on a modern
high-speed power press, driven
by electricity. In its news
columns are recorded some of
the stories of some of the
greatest scientific discoveries,
mechanical inventions, the rise
and fall of governments and
nations, changes in the finan-
cial and economical systems,
methods of transportations and
communications, and many
other things that have been
brought into being for the ad-

~vancement, use and benefit of -

the human family in the years
the Sun has been on the
watchtower for' the ,.advagce-,

ment of Central Texas and the
world,

IN THE SUN'S FILES may
be found literally thousands of
interesting items about oc-
curances in Williamson County,
the State and Nation. The
names of all county district and

State officials, cities and.

schools as well as their develop-
ment through the years.
Marriages, births, deaths,
purchases and sale of property,
construction, fires, rains,
storms, crops, drouths, freezes,
and all manner of development
from clap-board houses and
oxen-drawn transportation to
automobiles, airplanes and other
theretofore undreamed of
developments and im-
provements that go to make up
the progress that places this
county and its people in the
front rank of Texas:counties
and Texas people.

During the 62 years of The
Sun’s caTer it has had seven
editors: J. E. Cooper, founder;
Marvin M. McLain, Capt. F. T.
Roche, Dr. John R. Allen, W.
W. Jenkins, John M. Sharpe,
Robert W. Cooper — three
Presbyterians, three
Methodists =~ and one
Episcopalian. These editors
used their intellects and in-
fluence through the paper to
elevate and advance the in-
terests of Williamson County
and the State of Texas and some
of them were hl_gh in the coun-
cils of the Nation.

—0—
Thoughts on the Career of a
Great Newspaper
(By John M., Sharpe.)
The story written by the Hon.
Jesse Eugene Cooper, founder
of The Williamson County Sun,

is interesting to any thoughtful
reader, yet, as one close to the.
story, it 1éft unsaid mary things’
that should have been revealed.

Mr. Cooper gave breath to his
dream first registered in his mind
in his war-torn East Tennessee
home; when he launched The
Sun' and- became - its m
genius in 1875.

I learned to read from the.
columns of The Sun as a poor”
West Williamson County boy.
and. followed it from that day.
the remainder of my; life.” X

“'became interested in P

and publishing in those

days and located in Georgetown
in’the late 1900th, year of the
last century, arriving here:on
the eve of the Galveston
hurricane which battered' the
State Sept. 9, 1900.

I joined The Sun as president
and general manager of the
holding company and editor in
October, 1918 when I purchased
the interests of Dr. John R.
Allen, who had been head of the
Department of Romance
Languages -and munager of
“The Annex’  Woman’s Dor-
mitory at Southwestern Univer-
sity for many years, remaining
with the publication until 1949
when I'sold my interests to Don
Scarbrough' present (1957)
owner and publisher, That
much as an explanatory
foremat.

—0— ‘

MR. COOPER, a devout
Presbyterian, retiring in.
nature, would not mention in
his article written on the 39th.
anniversary of the publication:
he founded personal matter
that is of paramount interest to.
those interested 'in factual

@



matter. After his arrival in
Georgetown he set about
building an interpretative
newspaper, and bringing
relatives from Tennessee to
* join him. Of these his brother,
Robert Theodore Cooper,
Cooper Sansom, Dee Sansom,
and Italy Watson, the latter
three cousins, were the first
arrivals. His brother became
interested in farming and buy-
ing. developing and selling cot-
ton farms in the Blackland Belt
from Dallas through William-
son County to the south; the
Sansoms studied and entered
the practice of law and Watson
became a proof-reader and
editor in South Texas Daily of-
fices. Mr. Cooper also found
time, in addition to publishing
the paper, to teach school and
study law, being admitted to
the bar about 1889. He also serv-
ed a term in the legislature,
headed movements for the
betterment of his country, in-
cluding the prohibition move-
ment, the campaigns of which
organizations he headed several
times. It is not passing strange
to those who knew him that he
led every fight that ended in
victory in the county save one.

Mr. Cooper was elected presi-
dent of the First National Bank
of Georgetown first in 1896,
server until 1906, retired until
1913 when he was again elected
and served until 1936.

Mr. Cooper and his family
suffered greatly during the
Civil War in East Tennessee,
being robbed of almost all they
“owned; he frequently recounted
that he had traveled on
horseback to carry food to a

~ kinsman for whom the Union

forces occupying the region
. were searching. He delivered
the food but was captured by
. the Yankees before reaching
| home. They finally turned him
| loose, taking his horse and sad-
wdle,m walk home barefoot in a

blizzani.Ofewtsehewasan‘
democra

uncompromising t.
ABOUT 1894 Mr. Coopersold
f’l'le Sun to Capt. Frank T.

Roche, a Confederate soldier,
who had Jost a leg in the cause.
e was a Virginian and had
been chief clerk in the Te:gmr
General Land Office for several

ears. He was an Episcopalian’
and positive in his approach to
tical and personal questions
d appalled by the policies of

El Paso in 1916,
. battle for the
[ ted. the

Shottly before his death Capt.
Roche had been named Post-
master of Georgetown and had
sold The Sun to a group of
printers and publishers headed
by Dr. John R. Allen, Methodist
minister, world-traveler, head
of the Department of Romance
Languages at Southwestern
University for years and
manager ‘for a long period of
time of ‘‘The Ladies Annex™ a
Southwestern University Dor-
mitory, later destroyed. He was |
a member of the last con-
tingents of Methodists who
believed the Bible literally and
preached the certainty of salva-
tion if Christ was accepted and
served, and also a literal bur-
ning hell for the damned,

IN 1918 JOHN M. SHARPE,
bought Dr. Allen’s interest and
became executive head of the
Sun Publishing Co. and editor of
The Sun. He battled for good
government, reasonable taxes,
denounced the Ku Klux Klan
and won their hatred and
threats including the threat to
burn his home and business,
and his family. The Klan was
beaten, many convicted and all
has been serene since that
period. Yet the battle for good
government, the majesty of the
law and reasonable taxes under
just laws was his shibboleth un-
til he had served his town on
three separate occasions as
Mayor and three terms as Post-
master.

He served as a member of the
Executive Committee of
Southwestern University during
the trying days of the depres-
sion, as secretary of the
Democratic Committee of
Williamson County for more
than twenty years, is an Odd
Fellow, a Woodman and was a
Charter member of the
C'hamber of Commerce and the

Club. He early in life
recogn zed the value of irriga-
tion and_worked continuously
and cpnslstent!y “for ‘the~
development of the Colorado™
and Brazos Rivers, aiding in
arranging the meeting with
Congressman Buchanan at the
site of the defaulted effort to
dam the Colorado at Buchanan
Dam and served on the Brazos
Authority until the building of
Possum Kingdom Dam. =

by Don Scarbrough, lm
It was in 1948 when the late
John M, Sharpe came to Taylor:
and offered to sell me *“‘con-
trol” of the Williamson County
Sun. At the tlmo 1 vm

“Control”” of the SUN meant

at least 51 per cent of the stock,
for at that time the SUN was a
corporation. T received stock
owned by Mr. Sharpe, Donald
Barron and Lowrey Foster.
Later I bought the remaining
stock owned by Howard
Harrison, who moved to San
Saba to buy a newspaper, and
from W. (Girogan Lord, who had
‘purchased stock from the Hon.
Marsh Smith who had acquired
"it through his connection with’
the Cooper family.

I was the first person to own
the SUN outright and the first
thing 1 did was liquidate the
corporation. The SUN became a
privately owned concern at that
point. About the time this was
happening 1 sold the Taylor
paper to Henry Fox and dispos-
ed of the Elgin paper to a fellow
named Hunt.

The SUN was a strong paper
when I bought it. It had a cir-
culation of 3,000, was
democratic to the core and just
wild about then Senator Lyndon-

" B. Johnson who had shown his

admiration and affection for
Editor Sharpe in many ways.
That Sharpe would have sup-.
ported LBJ was a bit strange
because in virtually every other
aspect the SUN was a conser-
vative newspaper and had been
since its origination,

‘Mrs. Scarbrough and I have
now published the SUN for 27
years and we have seen many
changes here. Southwestern

_University, a main-stay of the

local cultural and economic
structure, has been virtually‘
rebuilt. Of the buildings now
standing, only two were there
when I returned to Georgetown.
Many old business es--
tablishments, long pal
and cherished by local’ tolk.?
have vanished from the scene.
Many citizens now would not
even recognize the names —
Hoffman and Son, Ben
Neuman's, Stromberg-
Hoffman, Braun Motor Com-.
pany, Freund Motor Company, -
Giddings Grocery, Farmer’s
State Bank, Belford Lumber
Company, Lundblad Hardware,
Buchholz Variety, Coopera‘
the -

DmxSto %old b '“ 9‘8"
Genrso&p H l and~

’ qmn, nndotheru al tligf
lsgrowlngmnm Ak arod
most notable change in

‘runs -
Sunday paper, 'l'ie !nﬁy
SUN, was begun 1 year ago and
at this date appears ﬂﬁhly es-
~ tablished. "
Circulation of the s-ﬁfnow
above 5000. Our present
pressrun is 5,350,

reflecting
‘Georgetown’s contﬁmed

and Mrs. John ng King is
also managing editorot,ther
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By Don Scarbrough

Clara and I drove to the east end of the
county last week and found a gravesite
that the County H:lsitorical Committee had
searched for for the past 35 or 40 years

ml??inibanh (1797-1867) lies in a well-

ed grave atop a hill overlooking the.
beautiful San Gabriel valley just below the
monumental Laneport dam. His is an in-

Rubarth, who, incidentally, is the great
grandfather of former Georgetown

Chamber of Commerce manager Fred .

Pool, was born in Germany and at the age
-of 18 participated in the Battle of Waterloo
that" 'sent’ Napoleon into retirement.

~c

i General'Sam Houston in"
of San Jacinto, an epic engage-
that also ended the dreams of a con- «

F, Santa Anna. A
P

years Tater found him.under

Thursday, May ISLQZE '

. CLARA AND I VISITED with Mr, ana
Mrs. Reuben Lange at their store in Hare

A

“and then drove to Georgetown, erossing’

the rickety old Laneport bridge that is an_
almost twin of the one Georgetown people

negotiate to reach Rowe Valley. Just
across the bridge we saw fields of verdant

sunflowers, planted in a project with the
Morton Company which uses an ofl ex-

tracted from the seed for potato chip cook-
ing. Quite a few Williamson County acres,
incidentally, are being planted in,
sunflowers this year, some by Kenneth
Johnson between Hutto and Taylor,
another patch close to Noack, J think by
Kenneth Seggern. All of the flowers will be
processed by the Thorndale Co-op Com-
pany and Morton has already contracted
for it at presumably a money-making
price for the farmers. S
Sunflower seed oil withstands terrific
and repeated heat without breaking down
which means it can be cleaned, recleaned
and used many times. It is also devoid of
cholesterol, which is a good adyertising
gimmick. As kids, we drove down country
roads. grabbing.at sunflowers from our
| Open: cars. We sure never expec ed that
“one day we would eat the things!"

S = By Don- S‘éa"rbmm”&“ 3

o £ LIRS s —_

THIS COUNTRY EDITOR slipped his mind by
uiy ~ " adecade when he wrote'of the SUN’s-more re-.

hy Ger- | cent-
' the battle of Eg

history.in the Thursday paper. Only 2 of

the thing, however, near several smaller structures remain. That’s not

te who first asked him fo |

yound up a captive of pirate  counting the Woman’s Building, nowl(uykendall |
tte wt Hall, which has doubled in'size with the addition
of Kurth Hall. When I returned to Georgetown in’
€ €0- 71048, in addition to Mood and the Ad Buudf:g
Sam. | Cody Memorial Library, West Gymnasium and
the McCook-Crane Clinic had been built. But a
“lot more followed in the next two decades, If you

ip historical articlés.and
g&"é:ﬁe correction. ]

THE '
THE MeoaLioy

JAN.-FEB./MAR.-APR. 1975

ENDANGERED SPECIES™
*Historic Buildings

GEORGETOWN. 1914 Macedonia Baptist
Church. This intriguing church has been
scheduled for demolition after the con-
gregation moves into a new church still
under construction. While the church still
owns the land, the Urban Renewal Agency
owns this old church building and has re-
ported that restoration is not practical.
Preservationists disagree. The church is
available for relocation.

ily thwestern University's main buildings that
00 "laMgavg,fayJ ship, which  stood when I left the campus in 1938, not 1948, as*
a?i sailed to ’.fmerica. He [ said in the article, stand intact today, although -

= :Zﬁ
=E,
&
- -;f"»s'
%
55 :
£ £x: (o m;k;t
E oo SR B Jeil
o ek fluger  Cemetery ~ at: 10:30.
Fi lfgn&* AR 7
3 " ""rﬁ;f:gzaicaum will be;m;
X of the Henry Pfluger family
é ‘reunion. The cemetery, which

s named for " the Hen
Piluger family, is Situated c
land granted to John Leise
the: Republic of Texas in 1865,
Leise sold  the tmct ‘to
PI]PS“- hiS\_I o, ! tad

er, who died in 187, is
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NEWLY ELECTED COMMISSION OFFICERS and ?e:lutllve Director Truett Latimer at the
icati he Sam Rayburn House M p 5

dedcca(uonMoanI\nee W. Blar)\lkenship (Mrs. Wesley B.), THC Chairman, from Lubbock;

Martha W. Covert (Mrs. Frank M., Ill), THC Vice Chairman, from Austin; and Phillip C.

Bowen, THC Secretary, from El Paso.

Standing right to left are Truett

RO, 3

ADMIRERS—When this life-size bronze bust of th
late Williamson County Sheriff Henry Matysek was
unveiled Thursday on the courthouse lawn in
. Georgetown, the widow of the long-time lawman,
Lou Matysek, right, was on hand to admire it. The
+ hronze tribute snonsored by the Georegetown Kiwanis

Scarbrough Wif;r
Publication Award

The book Land of Good Water (Taka-
chue Pouetsu), A Williamson County,
Texas, History, by Clara Stearns Scar-
brough, received "the award for Best
Historical Publication on a Regional or
Local Level for 1974 from the Texas
Historical Commission.

Mrs. Frank M. Covert 111, Vice Chair-
man of the Commission made the pre-
sentation to Mrs. Scarbrough at the Wo-
man’s Club of Georgetown, Wednesday,
April 9.

Mrs. Scarbrough is currently chairman
of the Williamson County Historical Sur-
vey Committee. She writes news stories
and features for newspapers, has pub-
lished several booklets, and was recently
recognized in a national environmental
feature writing contest.

Her comprehensive book vividly re-
counts the stories of the land, people, and
events which culminated in the William-
son County of the present. From prehis-
toric Indian groups to Spanish explora-
tion, pioneer settlement to the Civil War,
and from the beginnings of the railroad
era into the present, Land of Good
Water reflects the social, economic and
political trends which established the

Club was sculpted by H. Clay Dahlberg, left. Also
present were the Matyseks' daughter, JoAnn Long,
and her son, Joey. The granite pedestal has a plaque
bearing names of those who contributed to the mem-
orial. (Staff Photo by Jim Dougherty)
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Historical Survey Committee

~ plans for more medallions

The Williamson County His-
torical Survey Committee met
June 5 in the conference room
of the Georgetown Public
Library. Mrs. Clara Scar-
‘brough, chairman, presided at
this regular monthly session.

£Communities represented were
%Bartlett-Schwertner, Coupland,
Georgetown, Hutto, Jarrell,
SLiberty Hill, Round Rock,
“Taylor and Thrall.
& Mrs. Scarbrough announced
$that two more significant struc-
Vtures in Georgetown are in line
‘to receive Texas Historical
: Medallions. They are known as

ithe Penn home and the
. S

< Also in Georgetown two
JiSouthwestern University
. i have been placed on
“the National Register of
“Historic Landmarks. These, as
9of April 23, 1975, are the Univer-
sity Administration Building
Sand Mood Hall.
£ Burney Downing reported the
Isite marker application for the

ed by the Texas Official
rical Commission in

Gabriel Mills town site

town of Coupland has been

se included tours of New
“Winedale,

the latest is an Historical numerous subjects in this Williamson County Historical
Engineering Site Inventory category and it will require Survey Committee to meet in
Questionnaire from the History - much time and effort. At least Taylor and Round Rock later on

of Engineering Program at Some of this will be attempted in the year.

Texas Tec™=iyersity at Lub- in the next few months.
.bock. Wi sunty has  Plans are being made for the e lrem#,°r4

[, Texas
GeorseoWI o1

AUSTIN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
News Letter
June 1975

Seth Breeding, an admitted bibliophile, calls our att

3 enti I
gescricea as "The best county history v'vhlch has come to m;nazgew:it h’e'
Land of Good V.ater: A Williamson County, Texas A

Hist [
chc erbrough, publlsned by the Willlamson County sun °zr:|§"7§3)',°l§§§ Stakrna
arbrough is the wife of the publisher, &nd bLoOKS may be purch;sed

from the authot, A companion volume is The Ladder of Rivers: The Stor

of I. P. (Print) Olive, by Harry E. Chrisman, Sage Books, Denver (1965).

Sincerely,

Lelon Winsboromgh
News Letter Correspondent

?

@
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Cemetery volume recor

Historians have long appreciated the
value of tombstone markings and the
history they reveal.

High infant mortality rates of early
years, Indian massacres, and the deaths of
soldiers are among the data recorded in
cemeteries.

“Williamson County Cemeteries,"”’
Volume I, listing burials as early as 1822
will soon be available as a reference book
in public libraries in Georgetown, Round
Rock and Taylor.

The lists of cemeteries and the names of
persons buried in them have been com-
piled during the past 1% years by
members of the Williamson County
Historical Commission. Clara Stearns
Scarbrough, comimission chairperson,
edited the 354 page volume in June.

Mrs. Scarbrough emphasized that this is
only the first volume of the listings and
that work has already begun on the second
volume.

ONE OF THE EARLIEST listings of in-
terments is in 1822, an infant son of E. and

i

M. Taylor, The infant is buried in the San
Gabriel (Old Georgetown) Cemetery on
the banks of the South San Gabriel River
within the city limits of Georgetown.

Also interred in that cemetery was Kete
Taylor in 1826. Seven other burials oc-
curred in the San Gabriel Cemetery before
1860, according to a list compiled by the
editor.

Listed are Ezra Cartladge and William
Cartladge in 1856, Sidney Augustus Clamp
in 1858, infant Isaac Talbot in 1855,
Littleberry G. Taylor in 1853, Matthias
Wilbarger in 1853 and Mathias Wilbarger
in 1855,

In Allison-Friendship Cemetery, Mary
Taylor was buried in 1850.

Fannie Love was buried in 1857 in'An-
dice Cemetery.

In 1857, a Beard infant was buried in the
Beard Cemetery.

BURIED IN BONE HOLLOW Cemetery
are Dr. Thomas Kenney, Henry
Castleberry and John Courtney who were
massacred by Indians in April, 1844.

| “WEBSTER MASSACRE” — is the title of a tombstone erected in memory of the fourteen men
~ who were killed by Comanche Indians in 1839 near the present community of Leander. The mass
. grave with the memorial is located in Davis Cemetery, near Leander. -

Fourteen men are buried in a mass
grave in Davis Cemetery near the present
community of Leander. They were
murdered in what is known as the Webster
Massacre in June, 1839. Most complete list
found to date: John Webster, (leader of
the wagon train of immigrants), John
Stillwell, Washington Perry Reese,
William Parker Reese, Milton Hicks,
Nelson Fletcher (or Wilson Flesher),
Albert Silsby, Martin Watson, James Mar-
tin, Nicholas Baylor, Negro man named
Nelson, Mexican man named Antonio and
two others.

Also buried in the Davis Cemetery
before 1860, was Elizabeth R. Davis in
1852.

Mark A. Fisk was buried in 1848 in the
Fisk-Cashion Cemetery.

In 1858, Sarah L. Gilreath was'buried in
the Gilreath Cemetery.

AMONG THE EARLY burials in the
Hopewell Cemetery were Wofford John-
son, his wife and small daughter who were

ds 1822 burial

buried there in 1863 after
Comanche Indians massacred
them on Aug. 15.

The earliest burial in the
Boultinghouse Cemetery was in
1859.

Ten graves in the Bratton
Cemetery were before 1860.
Included are John Bratton in
1855, Robert Bratton in 1853,
George Bratton in 1851, Wm.
Bratton in 1853, Wm. Robey in
1859, Thomas L. Robey in 1847,
Mary J. Robey in 1847, E. C.
Shepperd in 1835 ““( could this
be 1855?)", Thomas Milburn in
1855, and Mary Milburn in 1857,

In Comanche Peak-McFadin
Cemetery, John E. Hayslip was
buried in 1855, Wm. Armstrong,
in 1851, and J. L. Low, in 1859.

Mrs. Mary Jane Kenney and
Wm. A. Force were buried in
1841 in Kenney/Kenney's Fort
Cemetery.

MEMBERS OF THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY HISTORICAL
COMMISSION often had to traipse through high weeds and grass
such as this growing in the San Gabriel (Old Georgetown)
Cemetery along the banks of the South San Gabriel River in
Georgetown to gather information for the first volume of
Williamson County Cemeteries. Two of the earliest graves
recorded in the 343 page volume are located in this cemetery.
Copies of the volume will be available for reference use in area



IN 1852, a mother and lntan:,.
Rebecca Gregg: Jackson an
Minerva were buried in the
Liberty Hill Cemetery. ..

Other early burials in that
cemetery included an
‘Russell in.1855, infant ‘P.
Spencer in 1855 and’ Jojm l@.
Spe.ncer In1853.. .. -

~ Jesse D, Cyrus was mled in

A young boy tnvellln( on the
cattle trail with a drive was
buried inthe Matsler’ £y
He was killed by lightning.

In QherleyOunetery early..
graves include Elizabeth Oxley
in 1853; Sarah Oxley, 1858
Sossom Oxiey 1853;

Wright, " 1853; Fines Euing.
1854; and Foster Gracy, 1854,
| “Brother™ Sloan, child of D.
M: and Mary E. Sloan was
‘buried in 1852 in the Sloan-
‘Easley Cemetery, Mary E.
Sloan was buried in 1859 and
Robert W. Easley in 1857,

Included in the list of burials
in the Smalley Cemetery are
Freeman Smalley, Jr., in 1849,
| Moses W. Smalley in 1857, Mary
Cox in 1855, Mary Smalley: in,
11853, and A. W. P. Smalley in-
1857.

‘Mary Ann Smith (1850) was
“éthe earliest grave listed in

Smith Cemetery.
Luther Stearns;-Sr., ‘whohad
_headed a wagon train to

Williamson County, according .
to information gathered by’
‘Mrs: Scarbrough, was buried in-

the Stearns Cemetery in 1859.
"Other early bg{lialss in tluil:
| cemetery were Oliye Stearns
rlﬁoaﬂdJohns Stearns in 1853.
OF THE County
‘Historical Committee who
‘assembled the volume from
11973 to 1975 include: Mrs. Scar-
brough, Georgetown; Ruth
Mantor, (Taylor) vice-
chairman; Mrs. Estha
Scoggins, (Georgetown)
secretary-treasurer; Myreta
g A
pub ey Schwertner of Bartiett;
Eﬂle Mcbeod and Mrs. Jinx
| Goff, Florence; Laverne Fau-
bhﬂ.Mrs bemyJohnson

Richardson, Harold Asher,
Liberty Hill; Mrs. J. W,
Ledbetter, Mrs. D. B. Gregg
Round Rock; A, M, Ahlgreen
~Thomas McDonaId Mrs.' Joe
Hannah* Fo;lon. Ranken
Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Mahon
[Garry, all of Taylor; Mr. and
l\gt Alyin Rlbbeck 1‘hrall
Ionf with the time spent by
commission members, ex-
jpenses incurred during
meanch was also pald by the
Wm ssion members,
ime involved in typing and "
reproduction of the materials
were: .also.contributed by.

members. Mrs. Scarbrough
said the only expenses charged
to Commission funds (received
from  the Cotinty) were for
Xerox coples and for binders
for the volumes.

In the introduction to the
volume, Mrs. Scarbrough
points out that many of
older cemeteries have been
called various names through
the years, The Commission has
attempted to list all alternate
~hames, the earuer one_being
placed first.. -

ol SeoSE e e e N U N

“In all probability there has
been some misreading of
names or dates, in spite of
great care taken "by
researchers, and a few obvious
typographical inaccuracies
(8uch as the exchanging of birth
and death dates) appear in this

e collection. Since these cannot

be rechecked Immedlalely, the
compiler’s listing stan

The introduction sta th.tt
corrections which can be-sub-
stantiated should be reporud to
the librarian. .~

Historical Commission niew name
for county hlstorlcél survey group

The Williamson County his-
torical group has a new name:
It was officially changed to His-
torical Commission from
Historical Survey Committee,

At the meeting of the Com-
mission, July 3 in the
Georgetown Public Library, the
eighteen members present
represented and reported on ac-
tivities in the towns and com-

“emunities’ of Andice, Coupland,
Florence, Georgetown, Hutto,
Jarrell, Liberty Hill, Round
Rock and Taylor.

Mrs. Clara Scarbrough,
chairman, announced that
volume number 1 of the

cemetery listings is nearing-

completion and that three
copies have been made. These
ill_be placed in Public
raries in the county. The

xas State Library in Austin is
terested in making a copy for
Archives. A second volume

__will contain later listings.

Due to il egthe: and
growth of vege tion in fsolated
burial .grounds the  cemetery.
census taking has slawed dovm/
and the commission members
plan to Work on other projects.
They will be researching data
for structures and sites worthy
of being included in the
National Register of Historic
Places and scanning the county
for: the Texas Historic
Engineering Site Inventory.
Many are-already working on

Taylor. at. which time a volume

of the cemetery lists will be"
presented 9" the Taylor- Public

lerary ‘The presentation will
follow_'a luncheon meeting.

Guests at the luncheon will in- .

clude 'Mrs, “Wiléy Pearson,
Librarian, H. L. Farrell, Presi- -
dent of the, Library Board y
“RankenKennedy, President of -

Friends of the Library and;
othé?s b‘j :

—reporter

Official Texas Historical -

Marker applications.
Mrs. Scarbrough asked the

- Commission. members to. ac-

tively cooperate with the Texas .

Department -of ‘Agriculfure

‘“Family Land Heritage
Program.” This is designed to
honor families who haye owned
and operated -a farm or ranch

- for 100 years or more, - - a
Thenext méeting of the Com-

mission will be August 7 in

Gcorqc“’w"'g 196755$
Thursd(‘Y' uly ! B
ek

e

Taylor library to receive 341 page

The presentation of a 341-

page volume on the cemeteries son and officials of the Taylor

‘volume on county cemeteries

Librarian Mrs. Wiley Pear- of the Library and H. L

‘Farrell, president of the

of Williamson County will be Library, including Ranken Library board of trustees, will

made to the Taylor Publlc Kennedy, president of Friends

Library Thursday, August 7
following the regular meeting"
of the Williamson County
Historical Commission.
Commission members and
uests will meet at Rudy’s
rbecue Cafeteria on Second

" Street in Taylor at 11:30 a, m.
| for lunch and a brief business

meeting. The group will then
adjourn to the Taylor Public
Library, where Mrs. Don Scar-
brough, chairman of the County

| Historical Commission, will

present the volume represen-

' ting about 18 months of
| research by Commission

members, Identical volumes
will soon be placed in the Round
Rock and Georgetown Public
Libraries,

be, present for the ceremony.

" The Willlamson County SUN

_Seclion 1, Page 9

‘Georgetown, Texas
Thursday, August7,1975

®
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Two Williamson County families qualify for 1975 Family Land Herita

AUSTIN — Two Williamson
County families have qualified
for the 1975 Family Land
Heritage Program. according
to Agriculture Commissioner
“John C. White.

The John G. Matthews

 Homestead Farm, owned by
Miss Myreta J. Matthews,

Liberty Hill: and the Saul
Ranch, owned by John Saul and
Jack M. Saul 11, Hutto, bring
the number of recognized
Williamson County farms and
ranches 1o two.

“To qualify for the program,
these families had to have a
history of at least 100 years of

ownership and productivity,™
White said ‘It is a greal
{ribule o their perseverance
and dedication to be
recognized.'

Registration totals for the '75
program are far behind those of
last year when over 500 families

surc of being registered in
time<or they can write the Tex-

as Department of Agriculture,

P. 0. Box 12847, Austin, 78711."

‘The Family Land Heritage
Program was instituted by

of the family farm.

Families that - quality for
recognition are listed in the
Family Land Heritage
Registry, receive a Certificate
of Honor from the Department

qualified. Only 70 applications
had been certified by August 4.

'} encourage people who are
interested in the program not to
wait until the August 15
deadline,” White added. '"They
.should contact their county
judge for the proper forms as
soon 4s possible so they can be

oy

ge prog

Commissioner White in 1974 to and will be honored in special
honor and-preserve the concepl  ceremonies later this year.

illiamson County SUN Georgefown, Texas
ggceim\“l‘,a Page7 . y; Thursday. August 14, 19751

‘Mason farm qualifies .
for Heritage program

‘The John D. Mason Farm,
owned by John T. Atkins,
Georgetown, has qualified for
the 1975 Family Land Heritage
| Program, Agriculture Com-
 missioner John C. White has an-

The Family Land Heritage
Program was instituted by
Commissioner White in 1974 to
honor and preserve the concept

of the family farm. Registry, receive a Certificate
Families that qualify for of Honor from the Dep;rttpent

recognition are listed in the and will be honored in" special

Family Land Heritage ceremonies later this year.

; “Followifg ' lunch ;and the

.business. meeting; the

went to the Taylor Public:

Library for the presentation of

Volume I of Williamson | x
County Cemetery Listings.

Georgelown, Texas
Sunday, Augusi17,1975

The Sunday SUN
Page8 - .

Historical Commission presents

T qualify for the program,
Mr. Atkins' family had to have

: . = & ' Volume II is still being
maa‘tmmymof cemetery ||St|ngs to hbwrary collected. :
ownership and productivity,” The Williamson County . program on Education in Mrs. Scarbrough made -the
e st il s st e commson pe s Gl Comty mlhe S b bt

heir p ust 7. a 's, 00) ms; [
cation to- be zﬁg;ﬂﬂ“‘f“ lunch and a ?:?aslogues. teachl:ng cer- will be of historical value to the.
= pusiness meeting. Members _ gificates, contracts or copies of Library for research in years to |

were greeted by the Y Taylor M “tpem, and any other artifacts,
members. Towns and. com- il be of great value. For more

munities represented were jnformation, please, contact
Coupland, Georgetown, i

r, Hutto, Jarrell, Liber- %ﬂ?s'; *Margaret Faubion
tyu I.Rtéull;dnmskan{:‘:{!:;e - White, a visitor from Ad‘ 3
~ Mrs. Clara Scar ' 14 gpmms’repm 1
chairman, announced that plans v.?,uu : ‘Greenleaf Fisk Marker
~ for the Macedon 8 courthouse

come. B> S
~ Mrs. Wiley Pearson, the
librarian, graciously ace

edonia Cemetery . ifor the lawn, This.
 * Historical Marker arenearing  Commission has been working
“completion, The Coupland  gp-the project for several
icomplary aing s Mioest Jwvhans, She ot NS
i g : ts wan K
'}!‘!‘“ be ready in @ few days.  part of the Bicentennial
i The Texas Parent Teacher Jebration. Judge Fisk was
' Association has asked the help  ne first Judge of Williamson
of the Historical Commission i County in 1848. He was called

‘a_Bicentennial research . Chief Justice then.

el




The Williamson County
Historical Commission met
September 4th, at Brushy Creek
Bar-B-Q, 111 West Main Street
in Round Rock. The regular
monthly meeting was pre-
arranged by Mrs, D. B. Gregg
and Mrs, John W. Ledbetter of
Round Rock who greeted the
other members at the door.

Mrs. Clara Scarbrough, Coun-
ty Chairman, presided over the
combination lunch and business
session. She reported that Of-

been accepted and approved for
the Bartlett United Methodist
Church and the Taylor Tenth
Street United Methodist
Church. The applications and
accompaning histories were
compiled and submitted by
Mrs. Stanley Schwertner of
Bartlett and A. M. Ahlgreen of
Taylor.

Mr. and Mrs. Emery
Blackman have written the
Hutto townsite history papers.
The Marker application has

ficial Historical Markers have

GLASSCOCK MANSION —

“‘the perfect old Victorian house.”

Georgetown to lose founder’s mansion

landmark for longer than SUN
aber will be moved.
Glasscock mansion in the
‘the Highway 81 and Andice
2 ‘has been purchased by Mr.
Taylor of Round Rock and they

‘Rock.on FM 1460 and
e

the home of
for whom

s 1 TG

*k Post Of- the perfect old Victorian house; this is it."

fice and her husband works for an engineering
firm in Austin. Their five year old son is looking
forward to playing on the stately old staircase
and its banisters.

The sale was handled by Mickey Forest when
the Taylors made the purchase from Bob Stan-
ton.

*“The house is in remarkably good shape and
moyers tell us they will take the top off, lay the
roof down, jack up the top story, move the first
story to its destination, then go back and get the
second story and just set it back on,"” Mrs,
Taylor said. “‘We haye been looking for years for

chairman and it is on its way to
the Texas Historical Commis-
gion for final approval. Hutto
was founded in 1876.

The collection of old pictures,
letters and documents is still
being given attention. We are
reminded that it is people who
make history. The Texas
Parent-Teacher Association
has asked for old school pic-
tures and documents such as
Teacher's Certificates and con-
tracts, especially those dated
before 1900. This a Bicentennial
project for them.

Mrs. Ruth Monkhouse, a
visitor from Austin, exhibited
an official photostatic copy of a
list of all post offices in
Williamson County. All post-
masters were listed beginning
with the founding of each office.
Her authority is the Postmaster
General's Office in Washington,
D.C.

The meeting adjourned to re-
assemble in the Round Rock
City Library for the presenta-
tion of Williamson County
Cemeteries, Volume I. Mrs.
Scarbrough, "in making the

Williamson County Historical Commission
to present two official historical markers

presentation, expressed the
thoughts of the entire County
Commission when she said she
hoped that this book will benefit
many people and will be a
source of reference for local
historians now and in the
future. Mrs. Gus Sager,
Librarian accepted the gift in
behalf of the Library Board and
the Friends of the Library. Mrs.
Robert Griffith, Assistant
Librarian, also took part in
accepting the book.

Williamson County
Cemeteries, Volume I contains
lists from 87 cemeteries, about
8,000 names and 1,700 family
names. This 341 page book is
made up of lists that have been:
collected by all members from
all parts of the county. There
are many more to be put in
other volumes as the search
and research goes on.

The nineteen members pre-
sent represented Round Rock,
Florence, Hutto, Jarrell,
Georgetown, Taylor, Rice's

Crossing and Liberty Hill.
Myreta Matthews

(Commission reporter)




Daughter of Revolutionary Soldier buried in 01d Round Rock Cemetery.

The DAR Patriots Index, published in 1966 by the National Society
Daughters of the American Revolution, has this item on page 192.
DICKEY, George, Sgt. South Carolina Militia, born April 16, 1742,
died in Madison County, Alabama August 4, 1817, married Mary Scott.
His daughter, Jean, born May 15, 1778, died February 25, 1858 in
Round Rock, Texas. On February 15, 1798 she married Andrew Blair,
born April 24, 1774 in Guilford County, North Carolina, died

August 17, 1857 in Round Rock, Texas.

Their children weret

John D. b. 1-17-1800 m. Clarissa Leach
George D. b, 8-12-1801 m. Martha McGuire
Ephraim b, 1-5-1803 m. Caroline Miller
Thomas Ray b. 7-5-1807 m. Sarah Holmes
Andrew Jr, b. 1-1-1810 m. Nancy Sellers

m. Martha Reeves
David D. b, 1-12-1812 m. Lucy Smith

d. 10-28-1896

Rovert Donnell b. 10-15-1815 m, NO

David D. Blair b. 1812 d, 1896, who was in the Confederate Army is
buried beside his mother, Jean Dickey Blair, in the 0ld Round Rock,
Texas Cemetery,

One 1ar§e tombstone has names of Andrew Blair and his wife Jean
(Dickey
son David Blair and his wife Lucy (Smith) Blair.

On the same lot are graves of other Blairs and the tombstone of
Mary Ann Miller, the mother of Caroline Miller who married Ephraim

Blair., Mary Ann Miller is probably the daughter of a Revolutionary
Soldier.
Mrs. John W. Bishop (Donna Blair), 1500 Austin Street, Amarillo,

Texas 79102, has a list of George Dickey's children, a copy of his
will and his Service Record.

Only eight Revolutionary Soldiers are buried in Texas., They are:

James Wilson Henderson, Alto, Texas
John Abston, Collin County, Texas

James Thompson, Morris County, Texas
Stephen Williams, Jasper County, Texas
Alexander Hodge, Houston, Texas

James Chaison, Beaumont, Texas

John Archer Elmore, New Waverley, Texas
Mark Manning, Walker County, Texas

Blair on one side. On the other side are the names of their
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I JUST OURSELVES

“These mentioned by their names were princes in their familics; and the
house of their father incrcased greatly.” —1 Chronleles, v, 38,

. —_————

MAURICE REUBEN BLAIR (Charter Membler No.
4), is the eldest son of HENRY HARRISON BLAII
. 2 (Oct. 3, 183G-Apr. 2§, 1911) and Sara (\Warrenner)
BLAIR (Oct. 1, 1837-Mar. 28, 1926), and was born
Dec. 1§, 1838 in the township of Troy, Oukland
County, Michigan, In what is now the Village of
Clawson, a suburb of Detroit; but at that time the
] country was new and thinly settled. Shortly after
1 his DLirth his parents moved to the small scttle-
ment which was then and for several years after-
ward known as BLAIR'S MILL, because his Grand-
~ * father, SAMUEL BLAIR, jr., (consult BLAIR MAGA-
H ZINE pp. 22-25 incl) at that time owned and ope-
I rated a saw-mill therc. His early education was

obtained in the rural school which was located half
a mile away. lLater hc attended the Birmingham
High School, which was five miles distant from his
hcme: and often when the roads were muddy and
almost impassable for a horse, be would walk the
ten miles rather than be absent from school.

At the age of fiftecn he commenced working
for Bowers and Clark in their Barrel Heading and Stave Factory, and continued in
their service for ten years, when, owing to the scarcity of timber, they were obliged
to clcse their factory. During the latier part of this period he acted as foreman.

For the next three years he farmed and did carpenter work; but sceing no
future to this he docided to learn the drug business, and obtained a position with
Whitehcad and Mitchell, of Birmingham, Michigan; where, after obtaining the necces-
sary three ycars practical experience, and after much hard study, he took the
Pharmaceutical Examination, and was one of the lucky seven In a class of over
ninety to receive a Registered Pharmacist's certificate. In 1895 he accepted a
position as Prescription and Chief Clerk with F. Hagerman in his drug store iu Bir-
minghamn, Michigan, where he remained for six years, and then he entered into business
for himself in the same town by opening the Central Drug Store, which he conducted
until 1908.

Obuserving an opening for a first-class drug store in Royal vax, he entcred
into a partnership with Charles M. Smith, of Detroit, Michigan, a travecling salesman
with the Michigan Drug Company, and moved the drug stock to that village, and
openc?! up a drug storc uader the name of Smith and BLAIR, BLAIR being manager,
be ccrnducted the store for six years, building up a very prosperous business during
that time. Receiving a very fattering offer, they sold out their stock and good-will

)
Lb‘-l/

< o
{u i s

h.llauric: Reuben Blair

At this time Royal Oak was just starting the wonderful growth it has since
attaired. Employces from the Ford Motor Compuny, and various other industinl
plants in Detroit were coming with their familics to Royal Oak. It was at this tir.e
that bo vas elcete! Village Clerh, and at onc. plunged into the duties nccessary to
properiy conduct the affairs of that municipal corporation, Streets were biirs

! s owere

every dir- ot . pavements, sewers, side welns, an! watern
All thi dersandsd muel labor ond study of the leral roquiremerts 2l
. o tiy perforsed, and he was re-clected year ift yom
Vigee e e Vlgiege ) Srate = borne itvolvi i the W' Woy Be ponsed o o°
a £ B { It ured o positen.vitto U Pisher Body Conge -
A I i ‘ roraaincd until 1521 On
¢ s 1 of o ‘ment of the Unog Tae !t
< (2N | o 3 i ctll o employe! On Morein ' oot
! )

e hter of Frouk
pp. 25), at
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“The story of woman's work in great migrations has Leen told only in lines ang
passages, where It ought to fill volumes."—Wm. W, Fowlcr.

Y ¢ S —

MRS. ALICE BLAIR ANDREWS (Charter Mem-
% ber No. 13) was born February 1, 1862, at Round
Rock, Texas; February 12, 1891 she married Mr.,
Frank Marion Andrews, at Clinton, Missouri. He
, died April 21, 1906. They bad one son, Joseph

Frank Andrews (Life Mcmber No. 52), with offices
s in New York City. 3

H
{ On her maternal side she is a descendant of an
F i unusually long line of distinguished ancestors made
} up of many statesmen, divines, and men who were
2 prominent in legal affairs. Among the more promin-
& ent cf these ancestors were King Malcolm and Robert
Bruce, of Scotland. The Irvine family, an “Old
A g ~ Scotch Border Clan' dating back to A. D. 1,000 to
“uy Cyrmus Eryvimus, fcunder and chief of Irvine Clan
(Bonsham branch); is closely related to James Wil
son, a signer of the Declaration of Independeuce, and
of General Robert E. Lee, cf Virginia; she is a
descendant of John Knox, the Founder of Presby-
= terfanism, ard of which faith she is a devoted mem-
ber.

Mrs. Alice BLAIR Andrews

The subject of this sketch has for a number of
years been an enthusiastic and tireless worker in many branches of genealosical and
historlcal research, and her manifold activities along thesc lines have been utilized
in her appeointment as “Histcsrapher of the Irvine Society of America,” and Searcher
of the BLAIR SOCIETY. She has been active in Club work, and was the organizer
and first Registrar of Reswell Chapter of the D. A. R.; later she served as Rozent
of this Chapter and acted as its representative at the National Congress. During
this same period she organized, and served as president of the Patrick Henry Society
Children of the American Revolution, at Roswell, New Mexico. She is also a member
of the United Daugnters of the Confederacy, J. Harvey Matthews Cnapter, Mcmphis,
Tennessee.

Her father, ROBERT DONNELL BLAIR, was born May 24, 1834, ncar Humboldt;
Teunessce, 2nd was largely interested in coal mines in Ray, Lafayette, and Ran_.:olph
counties, Missouri, as well as being the owner of two stcam-boats, the “Alice™ and
“The Alice Blair.”

He married Josephine Wilson, who was born Nov. 23, 1541, on Jan 14, 1582,
She was a daughter of Judge Jokn McFElroy Wilson and Eleanor Lee, o! Clarksville,
Arkansas. She died at Roswell, New Mexico, April 11, 1210, and he died May 31, 1310,

The children of this marriage were eight, of whom scven lived to maturity, viz:
ALICE DONNELL BLAIR, the subject of this sketch;

EMMA BLAIR. b. Mar. 17, 1864, m. Nathaniel Skinner Feb. 28, 1804;

ROBERT EDWARD BLAIR b. Aug. §, 1883, m. Julia Mcad May _  ___ 1821;
ELLA BLAIR b. Nov. 3 1869, m. Rohert C. Garner Dee. 13, 1893;
NANCY BLAIR L. Nov. 20, 1872 d. at aze of 1+ e
FEANK PRESTON BIAIR ' Ave 17, INT4 » iena Al " ?
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David Blair 1812 - 1896 buried in Round Rock.

Civil War Vet, Mw*

|
\
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Her grandfather, ANDREW BLANR, sr., was b, Apr. 24, 1774, In Guilford Couty,

N. C.: wm. Feh 15, 1798 Jean Diekey, a dau, of George Dickey, a Revolutionary War
soldicr from 8. C., and of Polly his wife; he d. Aug. 17, 1857, at Round Rock, Texas,
She was b, May 15, 1778, and d. Fcb, 25, 1858 dat Round Rock, Texrs. Issue seven
sons as follows: 2
= JOHN D. __. ......BLAIR b. Jan. 17, 1800, m. Clarissa Leach;

GEORGE D. _.____ BLAIR L. Aug. 12, 1501, m. Martha McGuire;

EPHRAIM DBLAIR b, Jan. 5, 1803, m. Caroline Mellor;

THOAMS BAY BLAIR b. July 5, 1807, m. Sarah Holmes;

ANDREW BLAIR, jr. (grandfather of this subject);

DAVID D. . BLAIR b. Jan, 12, 1812, m. Lucy Smith; d.10-28-1896

ROBERT DONNELL BLAIR b, Oct. 15, 1815, never married.

Her great, great, grandfather, JOUN BLAIR, b. about 1742, m. about 1762, Jean
8.

v 8and d. near Guilfird Court House, North Carolina, Sept. IRt His
children were as follows: % 5
THOMAS BLAIR b. ____* 1764, m. Sarah Carnahan (or Callahan) and d.

1841 at Newton County, Missouri;

JOHN BLAIR b. 1766, m. {s cousin MARTHA BLAIR Apr. 19, 1790;
\ d. Dec. 18, 1844 in Tennessee; .
ANDRE\WV BLAIR, sr., (great grandfather of our subject);
JONATHAN BLAIR b. ______ 1777, m. Sarah Sloss about 1800, d. Jan. 12,
1842 in Texas; :
MARTHA BLAIR b, m. John Billingsley _______1790, d. in Texas;
JEAN BLAIR b. ______ m. William Wright and d. Aug. 24, 1842 in Gibson
County, Tenncssee;

NANCY BLAIR !: after Sept. __ 1778, m. George Rankin and d. in Tennessce.

MARTHA BLAIR, mentioned above, is said to have lived to the age of 104, and
spun and wove her own burial shroud some ycars before her death. She was called
“The Woman Preacher,” and was the first convert of the Great Revival of 1800.

The tradition is that we are descended from onc of the three BLAIR brothers
who came to America about 1700.

e e —

JOSEPH FRANK ANDREWS (Life-member No.
51), born Aug. 30, 1803, at Clinton, Missouri. He is
the ornly child of ALICE BLAIR Andrews, Charter
Mcmber No. 13, and Frank Marion Andrews her hus-
band. His fatlhier was the son of Margarete Harmon,
daughter of Major Harmon cf Tennessce and Lorenzo
Den Andrews of Vermont. The father of our sub-
ject was born May 7, 184S, and died April 21, 1906

’ on “Woodburn Flantation,” in Mississippi.

5 Our subject was a student at the Georgia School
- of Technolozy, Atlanta, Ga., gradualing June 17,

' i 1917 with the degree of Bachelor of Scicnce and

Electrical Enginecering, and is a member of Sigma

Phl Epsilon fraternity.

Ile entercd the Enginecring Officers’ Training
Camp at Fort McPherson, was later assigned to the
Aviation Service Schonl Division, and tanzht Radio
and Siznaling at Georzia School of Technology, and
Corncll University during the Worlkd War. He is a
wcmber of the American Institute of Electrical Ene
gincors, also of the Institute of Radio Engincers.

L J Further ancestral data is published in THE

BI ALl MAGAZINE Vol. 1, Pages 87-8. \ D"U{

Joseph Frank Andraws —_——

(V




Wwilliamson County, Jexas

WILLIAMSCIi COUN.Y HIS.ORICAL QOMMISSIGL
Mrs. Clara Scarbrough,Chairman

NEVSLET./ER NUKBER .HREE AUGUSY 31,1975

The Williamson County Historical Survey Committee was given
a new name in July.liow,officially, the Williamson County Historical
Commission, the work continues to grow in worthwhile involvements
and accomplishments in many fields.

April 3rd, at the regular mgnthly meeting a team of speakers
from the “exas Historical Commission met with the group. Director
Joe Williams,head of the Hational Register of Historic Places in
in lexas, asked the Commission to survey and report eligible,signif-
icant locations in Williamson County.

#*

Ap2i1 9th, Mrs. Clara Scarbrough officially recgivgd a certificate
recognizing her recent book, LAND OF GOOD WAYER, A Williamson County,
rexas, History, as the best regional or local level history published
in Texas in 197L. Mrs.Frank Ii. Covert,III, Vice-Chairman of the Yexas
Historical Commission made the presentation at a meeting of the Woman's
Club in Georgetown.

April 16th, the Regional Hegting of the Jexas Historical Commission
was held in the Commons Building at Southwestern University in George-
town, with the County members serving as hosts. ‘he program was out-
standing and interesting, the setting perfect, the food was good and
the large number of participants were real historians.

April 18th, the Taylor Junigr Historian Program was an all day
affair.taylor High School students attended sessions in groups at
the Iaylor Public Library. They heard speeches by Representative Dan
Kubiak and other historians, looked at pictures and slides and listened
to incidents in the high school life of Taylor residents in earlier
days. Commission members taking part in the presentation were A.M.
Ahlgreen, lfiss Ruth Mantor, Mrs. John Cornforth : and others.

April 19th, <wo Historical Eommission members, Mrs. Lynn Burnette
and lirs. Jo Ann lorse are co-chairmen of the Bicentennial Celebration
in Georgetown. ‘They accepted State and National Certificates for the
City of Georgetown from State Commissioner, Sam Kinch, Sr. at the
dedication of the new V.F.W. Park on East Second Street.

April 23rd, Southwestern Un;versity. the State's oldest chartered
University has has two significant buildings on the National Registry
of Historic Places. According to Director Joe Williams the Cld Main
Administration Building and lood Hall were placed there on April 23,1975.

>

lay 1st,at the regular meeting,lirs. Scarbrough appointed Miss
Laverne Faubion to be sub-chairman for cemetery listings in the west-
ernpart of the county and rhomas licDonald in charge of the eastern part.

*

May 6th, A Junior Historian Chapter was organized in the 8ocial
Studies Department of Georgetown High School.Dr.Ken Ragsdale,Educational
Service Director for the Texas State Historical Association presented
the program.lirs. Scarbrough made the arrangements.Mrs.Homer Caswell
will be a co-sponsor with the teacher,lMrs. Marietta Mugford.

liay 18th, The Leander townsite marker was dedicated with a program
at its location on Hwy 183 in the town.Mrs.Scarbrough , who approved
the marker presided.It was sponsored by the Leander Garden Club and
Mrs. Malcolm Naumann, past president compiled the history. Perry Moore,
lois Giddens, Miss Leona Williamson and Mrs. Irene liason took part.

*

June 5th, Jwo community markers were annouced as accepted at this
meeting. Harold Asher submitted Gabriel Mills and Burney Downing did
the compiling for Coupland. Also two Georgetown structures are newly
accepted landmarks.They are the Penn House and the lcDougal House.

Another Newsletter will be ?orthcoming soon.

Dates to re;ember:
Uctober 2 - Regular meeting of County Commission.
October 23 - 25 YEXAS HISYCORICAL CCHMISSIGN ARNUAL MEETING
WACCGDUCHES, LEXAS
W

Ilyreta Matthews,Reporter



TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING
of the
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
and
TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

Nacogdoches, Texas

October 24-25, 1975

Headquarters: Sheraton_Inn, 200 N. Fredonia St.

Room Reservation I nformation

The Sheraton Inn will establish'a room -referral system for our meeting. PLEASE SEND YOUR ROOM RESERVATIONS
TO THE SHERATON. When the Sheraton fills up, your room reservation will be referred to one of the other motels
listed below. The Sheraton will then confirm your room reservation at one of these motels.

MOTEL RATES - - *CREDIT CARDS
Sheraton Inn S: $13-15 D: $18-20 ABCDE
Holiday Inn S: $15 D: $20.50 ABDE
Continental Inn S:$13.65 D:$1680 ABDE
Caraban S: $9.27 D: $11.33 BE
“Key: A—American Express D—Diners Club

B—Bank Americard E—Master Charge

C—Carte Blanche



Mrs. Don Scarbrough, chairman of the
Williamson County Historical Commission,
(middle) presents Volume I of county
cemetery listings to Estella Sager (second
from_left), head librarian in Round Rock.

Historical Document Present

ML

Getting a preview look at the records are
(left) Mrs. J. W. Ledbetter, Helen Griffith,
library staff member (second from right),
and Mrs. D. B. Gregg.

Burial Lists

Presented
To Library

Information and records of
the 86 cemeteries in
Williamson County are now
available in the Round Rock
Public Library, according to
Mrs. Estella Sager, head
librarian.

Browsing

with Estella Sager, Librarian

Come to your Round Rock Public Library and as you enter take
an upward look! Air-conditioning vents have been replacle.d', new
outlets added, and the entire system has been “‘rejuvinated! Yogr
staffand library patrons appreciate the comfort this has added.

ANOTHER NEW! d

An attractive efficient carrousel displayer has been added
which holds 600 vinyl covered quality paperbacks. These
paperbacks, fiction and non-fiction, carry the companies”
guarantee of 50 circulations or two years, whichever comes first.
Theseare not to be confused with the ordinary paperbacks on store_
displays. Within a few weeks 100 of these popular sized books will
be available. =

HISTORICAL VOLUME PRESENTED

’ ‘7;3'
Recognition and thanks are extended to the Williamson County

Historical Commission for the presentation of Volume 1,
a compilation of records of 86 Williamson Connty;qemg_tq__ e :

This presentation was made Thursday, Sept. 4, ﬂﬂw@q
commission members in attendance, including Mrs. J. W.

e

, 2 i Volume 1 of the burial Ledbetter and Mrs. D. B. Gregg as local members. Mrs. Clara
=5 : Leafing through I of Williamson & R T
['0‘ Ok. ,‘ng ‘;Mﬂmmry l‘l,:tli‘::: are (seated, from records in the county was  Scarbrough, chairpersonofthe commission, presenled_\'olm_q@-:.

" left) Marie Blackman, Dutch Black pr ted to the library by the  tothe Round Rock Public Library with Estella Sager accepting it.

M : k Genevieve Atkin, Grace Garry, and (standing) Williamson County Historical  This volume will be on reserve and available for reference ully'
. Book  yrihur Anigreen, MahonGa

rry.

Commission Thursday. Honors
were done by Mrs. Don
Scarbrough, chairman. 3

‘““We have been gathering
information for this volume for
one and a half years and are now
only half complete,”” Mrs.
Scarbrough told Mrs. Sager and
commission members as she
presented the book.

There are 8,000 names
indexed by cemeteries.
Included are both public and
private  burial grounds.
Additional voJumes will also be
listed by family names.

““We hope that this and the
future volumes will be of value
to those in search of
information and will encourage
the preservation and

‘»estoration of older

__cemeteries,”  Mrs. . Sager

AL s

THOT: Coming from Labor Day this quotation by Boseh seemgc.
appropriate, ‘‘Your work is a cemetery on your character, foras
you ARE, so you LABOR.” e 45 :

i } s

~ Sheadded that it,will put the |
emphasis inthe right direction.
-~ Round  Rock commission
members Mrs. D. B. Gregg and
Mrs. J. W. Ledbetter were on
hand for the presentation. Also
present. from . Williamson
County were Laverne Faubion, .
Edith Caswell, Effie McLeod,
Ruth Mantor, Estha Scoggins,
Ranken Kennedy, Dr. Van C.
. Tipton, Ann E. Tipton, Myreta

- [ Mathews, Marie Blackman,

Atkin, Gracy

 Dutch Blackman, - Genevieve,
Ahigreen, and :




Wwilliamson County, Texas

WILLIAMSON COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Mrs.Clara Scarbrough,Chairman

NEWSLETTER NUMBER FOUR SEPTEMBER 30,1975

The Williamson County Historical Commission has clos:d Xoluge %
f Williamson County Cemeteries. There are many more cemeteries to be
gncluded_Inthe collection but due to the size of the book it seemed
necessary to close the first one and get copies in use in the public
libraries. This Volume I of 341 pages contains about 8,000 names,with
1,700 family names from 87 cemeteries.

On August 7,in Taylor,after a combination business and luncheon
meeting Cemeteries Volume I was presented to the Taylor Public Library
by Mrs.Scarbrough. Mrs.Wiley Pearson,Librarian accepted it with an
appreciation speech.H.L.Farrell, President of the Library Board and
Ranken Kennedy,President of the Friends of the Library also took part.

In Round Rock at a similar meeting on September 4,Mrs.Scarbrough
presented Cemeteries Volume I to the Round Rock Public Library. Mrs.
Gus Sager,Librarian and her assistant,Mrs. Robert Griffith graciously
accepted the book saying it will be an asset to local historians.

The Judge Greenleaf Fisk application for an Official Historical
Marker is in the final stages of completion.Only a few more items are
needed to satisfy the requirements. It is being sponsored by Mrs.
Margaret Faubion White and J.D.Fisk of Austin and more than twenty"
other descendants of the first"Chief Justice of Williamson County.

Mrs. Scarbrough announced at the September meeting that two more
Markers have been accepted and approved.The Marker application for
the Bartlett United Methodist Church was submitted by Mrs.Stanley
Schwertner.A.M.Ahlgreen submitted the Taylor Tenth Street United
Methodist Church application.

The Hutto townsite application is on its way to the State
Commission. Mr.and Mrs. Emery Blackman compiled the history of the
town of Hutto, which was founded in 1876.

The Williamson County Commission continues to work on many
phases of historically important projects and research such as:
National Register of Historic Places
Texas Historic Engineering Site Inventory
Texas Family Land Heritage Program for the Texas Dept.Agricultur
Texas Parent-Teacher Association Bicentennial Program on
Education in Williamson County prior to 1900.
Junior Historian Organization encouragement and sponsorship.
Cemetery listing will be continuing indefinitely.

If you plan to be a member of THE TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
now is the time to do it or to renew your present status.Please join
through this County Commission by sending your contribution to the
Secretary-treasurer - Mrs.Estha Scoggins, 1707 Main,Georgetown, Tx78626.
If the county quota is reached some special benefits are earned.

Join other Texans in supporting the Historical Preservation Pro-
gram of The Texas Historical Foundation
Work Programs include:

Protection of Im]ﬁtl)rtant Pictograph Sites
Production of Film & Tape County Histories
Publication of Texas Museums Directory
Processinﬁdomcial Texas Historical Markers
Regional Museum Seminars
Winedale Museum Workshop
Important Archeological Surveys
Oral History Works og

and Many Other Positive Action Projects

Memberships Available

Individual Sust Texian

$5 to $24 $25to $9 $100 or more
Name
Address
City County 2Zip.

Myreta Matthews
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‘rexas Historical Commission Staff (CW), 1/9/75

18" x 28" Official Tecxas Historical Marker with post

Williamson County (SF)
Location: Chisholm St.,

THE ROUND ROCK*
A GUIDE FOR INDIANS AND EARLY
SETTLERS, THIS TABLE-SHAPED STONE
IN THE MIDDLE OF BRUSHY CREEK
ON CE MARKED AN IMPORTANT LOW-
WATER WAGON CROSSING,HUNDRED-
YEAR -OLD WHEEL RUTS ARE STILL
VISIBLE IN THE CREEK BOTTOM,THE
ROCKY STREAM BED ALSO PROVIDED
BUILDING STONE FOR PIONEER HOMES,
"BRUSHY CREEK" POST OFFICE WAS
ESTABLISHED IN 1851 TO SERVE THE
SETTLEMENT THAT GREW UP NEAR
THIS NATURAL FORDgAT THE URGING
OF POSTMASTER THOMAS C,OATTS, IT
. WAS RENAMED ""ROUND ROCK" IN 18544
THIS NAME WAS RETAINED WHEN
THE TOWN RELOCATED ALONG THE

RAILROAD (1 MI, E) IN 1877 g%%-
(1975 prokk

#*3/4 inch lettering
*%1/2 inch lettering
#%%1/4 inch lettering

N

near Brushy Creek,

Round Rock

Through cooperation
of State Commission,

this marker which was
stolen was replaced,
with revisions as
shown at left. There
were two errors on ths
original, and these
(a date and "Brushy”
instead of "Brush
Creek Post Office
were corrected in thi

version.
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ROUND ROCK, TEXAS
1839 - 1956

DEDICATED TO
MY FATHER
WILLIAM M. SIMMONS

In memory of my father who loved the little town of
Round Rock, I dedicate this thesis. I hope any mistakes
that are made will be overlooked.

The information that I have received was furnished

by friends and historical notes and some memories of friends
of long ago.

Especially do I thank Mrs. J. D. Duncan of Austin,
Texas, the Secretary of the 0ld Settlers Reunion, which
meets once-a year in Round Rock; also Mr. J. C, Jackson of
Round Rock, an old-time friend of my father's and mine,
and of things remembered of years gone by. A thesis of
historial background must have the help of many sources.

Sabrina Simmons Baker



"ROUND ROCK"
/935

In 1839, the pioneers began to come as far West as
Round Rock. Although there was no town of that name at
that time in Williamson County, the few settlers located
on a place east of the present South Round Rock in the
southern part of Williamson County. These fifteen men
puilt a Fort for the safety of themselves and their families.
The Fort was built of eight foot logs standing on end, with
four cabins. This Fort had port holes on exposed sides. It
fronted North on the bluff of Brushy Creek (the place was
called Brushy Cove), the east side was near the branch.
This Fort has long since passed away for other things to
take its place.

7838

In 1839, Dr. Thomas Kenney, Joseph Barnhart, Major
Chennyworth, James Rice, Henry Castleberry, Jack Angel,
Joseph Wicks and the rest of the fifteen men (unable to ob-
tain all names) came and located here as stated earlier in
this writing.

Dr. Kenney and his family, consisting of his wife and
three little girls, came from Bastrop to live at the Fort.
At the time the Fort was built, the Indians roamed the hills
far and wide so that the pioneers' lives were in great dan-
ger. The evening after Dr. Kenney's arrival, the men no-
ficed smoke some distance away, indicating Indians were near.
The following morning several men went out to investigate.
They reached the bluff where later a Mr. Will Stinett settled.
They were attached by the Indians. Dr. Kenney and two oth-
ers were wounded. Dr. Kenney's horse was shot and had to be
abandoned. With difficulty they made their way four miles
back to the Fort.

/238

In the same year (18397, at Webber's Prairie, a Mrs.
Coleman and her son were murdered by Indians; Dr. Kenney
took her two little girls to the Fort and Mrs. Kenney took
care of them. Many others found a welcome and a home at
that Fort.

This Fort was noted for many interesting incidents. It
was the place of the rendezvous of the ill-fated Santa Fe
Expedition and when Public Archives were being moved from
Austin to 0ld Weshington, the men with the wegons containing
the books and papers camped in the Stockade and the following
morning were turned back to Austin. As late as the 60's this



Page 2

Fort was not lonely nor uninteresting; one with a romantic
mind could view the acts of the brave and noble men and wo-
men who camc and sattled here and who defended the settlers

as they came into the wilderness.

Not long after the Kenney Fort was built, a Mr. Jos-
eph Barnhart settled north of Chandler's branch, Soon af-
ter, Mr. Merrill improved a place half a mile above the
Barnhart place on the same side of Chandler branch. These
places later became the Palm farms. The MerrZlls and Barn-
harts lived on these places as late as 1846, or even later.

E
After the Civil War, Mr. Merrill bought the Freeman
Smalley place two miles east of Round Rock and built a large
stone residence with a cupola. Pcople thought he may have
used it to spy on the Indians or look over his pastures at
his cattle. It was said of Mr, Merrfll that he was a brave
man, always ready to defend and serve his fellowman.

Hunting buffalo was a great sport with Mr. Merr€ll.
Therefore, he procured a huge gun which served as a.hunt-
ing gun and also served to ight the Indians. He lived at
this place the rest of his life.

5 In 1841, the Indians were still plentiful. In this

or Rodgers?year, a Mr. Rogers, who had 1ived at the Coleman home, with

two other men and a boy, came to live at the Fort., They
went out on a hunting expedition. When they reached what
was later known as the Calvin Bell farm, the Indians sur-
roundad them and Rogers and the boy were killed. The two
men who survived returned to the Fort the following morning.
Immediately Mr. Merr€ll or anized a posse of men, went out
and recovered the bodies of Rogers and the boy and buried
them on the Barnhart place. In the Sprin% of 1841, this Mr.
Rogers had planted corn at the Fort, the first corn crop in
this territory, now constituting Williamson County.

During the summer of 1847, James G. Harrell, the uncle
of T. M. Harrell who in later years was a medical doctor
in Round Rock, Mark Moss, and others settled two miles north
of town. They built a log cabin for a school house, the
first school in Williamson County, at a place they called
Moss Springs, on the old Stage Coach line. Later when the
Tnternational & Great Northern Railroad was extended through
to Georgetown, it could be secn from the cabin. This school
X?f uscd as late as 1886 or 1887, The first teacher was Mr.

en.

Many years later the wife of James Harrell, "Aunt Lucy”,
taught the school and was a real good woman as well as a good
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teacher. This property later became the property of a Mr.
Merre£ll, son of Captain Merr#£ll, one of the first settlers.

8, Jacob M. Harrell and family
moved from Austin and built his cabin and a blacksmith shop
on the north side of Brushy Creek in a grove of trees about
a block north of the creek crossing. 1In later years, a Mr.
L. M. Mays bought the plot of land and built a nice two-
story residence and a stone building on Main Street for a
general merchandise store, dry goods in one part, groceries
in another and a part for bookkeeping; also a booth for a
post office. After the International
road came through, the postmaster would take the mail bag
out to the train stop and exchange with the baggage master.
It was a great event when the railroad was brought through
Round Rock and extended to Georgetown, the county seat of
Williamson County. Later the post office was moved from
"0ld Town" to "New Town" or South Round Rock.

At the time Mrs.

In the Spring of 184

Now we will step a few years back.
Coleman and her son were killed by the Tndians at Webber's
Prairie, there were other crimes committed by the Indians.
Mr. Wilbarger, whose brother lived at Round Rock in later
years, was out alone. The Indians caught him and scalped
him and left him for dead, but he managed to crawl to a
spring and friends found him, took care of him and he lived
many years afterward. The writer does not know the date of
this incident, but it took place somewhere south of Round

Rock or southeast.

When there was so much trouble with the Indians, a

party of white men from the Fort went in pursuit of them.
They overtook them on Brushy Creek where long years after-
ward, a Mr. Brown's residence and gin were located. It was
called "Battle of Brushy" and then called "Boggy." The
Battle of the Beggs was disastrous for the Indians.

white men lost a few of their number; a Mr. Jacob Bur{?gon,
Rev. James Gittand, BEdward Blakey, and John Walters, Thus
another crimson chapter has been added to the history of
the frontier and another story of privation and terror.

The accounts, deeds, and places of the early pioneers
of Williamson County should be perpetuated for the pleasure
and delight of the future generations.

Peace gradually came to these parts as the Indians were

driven farther west and they quit being so troublesome as
they would mostly just steal horses. And what they could
not steal they would kill, but many families and homes had
been destroyed. The peace was quite a welcome to the early

& Great Northern Rail-

Gr'/(e/dnd
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men. So ended many trials of the early settlers
ﬁzﬁgtiﬁﬁi many were the trials and hardships farther West
" e driven farther West. Many of the brave

s the Indians wer .
;en and women's courageous deeds were remembered by men in

the past.

With the advent of the International & Great Northern
Railroad coming through Round Rock, came the building of
South Round Rock. This little village "0ld Town" was laid
somewhat in the shade, but the halg of its historic charm
will ever linger, for many interesting traditions of the
past are associated with this "01d Town" - North Round Rock.
It stands as a monument of pioneer days on Brushy Creek.

assumed the proportion of a small
intelligence and decided to name

it and as there was a large Round Rock located.migstream .
just below the crossing, they decided to name it "Round Rock".
Also they decided to build a house of worship to worship

the Ged who had brought them out of so many troubles, a
building for all denominations, which they used for years
1t a church for themselves

and until each denomination bui
in South town. Of course, a larger school house had to come,
building put up about

so the Masonic Lodge had a large stone :
a mile North of town. It was named Greenwood in 1867 and

chartered as Round Rock Institute. It was said to have been
a wonderful school. All ages attended. This school burned

in 1882,

Professor I. N, Stephens, father of Mr, Ike Stephens
of Austin, Texas, taught the first school in South Round Rock,
Texas. It was known as Academy and later used as a free
school for all ages. A child in those days had to be seven
or eight years old before he could enter free school. This
school was located West of the business part of South Round
Rock, near the present school building.

After "0ld Town"
town, the people used their

0ld Town had only one hotel -- it was located on Main
Street about a block North of Brushy Creek. "The St. Charles"
was kept in later years by a Mrs. Simmons, then later used

as a residence.

In later years quite a lot of small businesses came to
North Round Rock, such as grocery stores, dry goods, broom
making and meat markets. Dr. C. C. Black built a stone
home, had an office and practiced medicine; a Dr. Royston
built a nice home and office and practiced also., A midwife,
"Aunt Mat Blair"” who always rode a large dapple gray horse,
was always ready to attend the sick. Some of our people
lived out of town from one to five or six miles; several
East of our little town, North, West, and some South.

7
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After the 'Greenwood' building was burned they had to
do something about another building. The Southern Presby- -
terians had a house of worship on the hill to the 1eft.as
you go to South Round Rock. They closed their church in
1891 and put up a church building closer to Sogth_Round Rock
to worship in. The town obtained their old bulldlng for a
free school as the public school system had become inadequate
to the demands of the educational advantages of the citizens.
The people obtained it for the free school. The first few
years the school was taught by Professor C. H. Dobbs and
J. S. Steele took Dobbs' place after Dobbs' health failed. A
Professor Stubbs, later Professor Coleman Nevill and J. N.
Hale also taught in thisschool. The charter members of the
Institute were John M. Kyle, C., H. Dobbs and A. J. Brooks
and was attested by H, A, Christian, a Notary Public. Then
in 1914 this building burned. Of course another building
had to be erected which was a nice brick one. This was lo-
cated on land obtained from the Perkins' Estate Northwest of

town near the Brushy Creek bluff and near the old site of the
I. N. Stephens School.

Some of the first teachers of this new school were Pro-
fessor York, W. R. Wolsey, and C. O, Britt. Later they put
Up 2 new addition to this school and a Mr. Perry has been
teaching for several years -- the present date being 1955.
Mr. Perry, the Round Rock School Superintendent, has secured
ten etchings of some of the greatest Americans -- Washington,
Jefferson, Franklin, Patrick Henry, Paul Revere, Abe Lincoln
Robert E. Lee, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
General Douglas McArthur -- with a notable quotation from each
of them, These etchings with their quotations have been hung
on the walls of the school library, to have before the stu-

dents some of the Great Americans and Americanisms of our heri-
tage.

In 1870 the First Lutheran Church was erected at Palm
Valley, as many of the Swedish people had settled in Palm

Valley, namely, the Palms, Starks, Dyers and Nelsons and many
unknown by the writer. Long since a large lovely brick church
trimmed in Round Rock Limestone fro

m the quarry owned by W.N.
Simmons was built. Mr, Simmons did

the limestone work and was
very proud that he had a hand in this beautiful structure.

After this a school was built East of South Town for the

Lutherans -- later on used as an elderly people's and child-
rens' home, It is still a Lutheran Home.

Then came the beautiful Baptist Childrens' Home North of
Round Rock on the new highway. There are a dozen or more
beautiful stone buildings. The land was given by the Louis
Hennas of Round Rock and some of the buildings were also do-
nated by them, The writer does not know all about this.



Brother John Robertson, the grandfather of our present
merchant, Johnnie Robertson, gave the Baptist Church a beau-
tiful brick building, but in a ve short time it burned.
Later the Baptists bought the Southern Cumberland Presbyter-
ian building and a few years since, the Louis Hennas improved
it and built a lovely parsonage for the church also.

Many changes have taken place, but it is still dear to
many people. 1In time past, South Round Rock boasted four
hotels, namely, Herricks, Eshel's, Smith's and one more, the
name unknown to the writer, Two banks, several drygoods -
stores, groceries, cold drinks, and hardware stores Were al-

so there,

Mr, J. C. Jackson came to Round Rock in 1897 and put in
a furniture and funeral business which he continued up to
1945 when he retired. He was 88 years young in August, 1955.
He and my father, Wm. N. Simmons, had their businesses side
by side. My father also had a marble shop. Some of the busi-
nesses of South Round Rock included a Shoe Shop, S. J. Miles;
a Saddle Shop, Mr, Smith; Barber Shop, Mr, Gibbs; meat mar-
ket, Mr. Merr#ll; Cotton Buyer, Cotton Yard, Trace White;
Drug Stores, Dr. Johnson and Dr. Bowden; Medical Doctors,
Dr. Holloway, Dr. Forbes and Dr., C. C., Black; some of the
early merchants were N, Weise, Cox and Triggs, N. Bernheim
and Sheppard and Blair and later The Mercantile Company,
Mr. Jarrell; several gas stations and cold drink stands;
Lime Kiln, Mr. Walsh %at one time it was said to be the
largest in the world). Some of our old stone residences that
were going to ruin were bought recently by retired men and
renovated and made into beautiful homes (1953 or about that
time) but there were many more stone residences in "01ld Town".

The Stage Coach Inn or "Stop" was located one block South
of Brushy Creek on a hill, It is a stone building and has
been used as a residence for those many years since the Stage
Coach days are past. A Scientist bought and improved it,
lived in it and did his work there.

The 01d Grist Mill was located a little West of the
Brushy Creek Crossing. The mill race was hewn through solid
rock and the mill was located over it. Of course, there was
a dam built across the stream for a supply of water. It was
water-ground meal instead of bolted meal in those days and a
good meal it was and good bread it made. The Mill was owned
and operated by a Mr, Adams.

The Cotton Gin was owned and operated by Mr, A. Verse
and was located a half block North from the Creek Crossing.



eople had two churches -~ a Baptist and
a Methodist Church.

The white Methodist Church of gound Rock had a beauti-
ful camg meeting ground about two miles West of town. Lots
of shade trees, a large tabernacle and a good fresh water
spring. They held their meetings for three weeks at a time.

The colored

People pitched tents, moved enough of '"home" to make out

whige cgmping. They’had many conversions and at that time
people shouted for joy. This finally changed and a taber-
nacle was built on the West edge of 3outh Round Rock and as
this one gave way, Dr. T. N. Harrell wanted to give a plot

of ground on route to 10ld Town” in memory of his son who

had passed away. This plot of ground is used for many things.
The "0ld Settlers Reunion" is held there each year for a week.
Each day is set aside for different things. The first Sunday
is for "0ld School Day". It is for the students of the ear-
lier schools, but has been changed to just nSchools in Round
Rock". The first "0ld School® reunion was held in July 1931.
On Wednesday night it is "Shriner" night, (Frank Humphrey,
Vice President and general manager of 01d Settlers Association
for many years has passed away.%

As we can see from the earliest days, Round Rock was more
than a trading post or a beaten cattle trail (to California or
other Western cattle ranges) or Stage Coach route.

The early pioneers had brought with them their Christian
jdeals and training and, therefore, they put them in use by
building Churches, educational buildings and improving homes
for their families; the continual good work has ever gone on.
Of course, there have been many things that aren't complimen-
tary to any town, but there is a brighter side.

The following quotation is very good:

"There are broken threads in the history of
Williamson County, but the fragments can yet be
knotted together and woven into a true story of
lovely colors with beautiful shadings. "For ming-
led with the dark are the white and rainbow color-
ings, telling of pure hearts and brave deeds, hopes
and perseverance and the final success of the pio-
neer men and women of Round Rock, May Freedom's
f%%g"ever fly over our little town. God Bless us
all,

The names of early out-of-town settlers East of town in-

cluded the Fahners, a French family; the Andersons, be?é&&ﬁhl“CrrEIL

Mayfields, Ricks, Dyers, I. N, Stephens, Crosbys and Pearsons.
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North of town -~ the John Perkins, Col. Gay, the Cets,

Pucketts, Pattersons, Snyders, Halleys, Stinetts, Wolfgins
and the James Harrells.,

West of town -- the Taylors, the Lewises, Nibblelows,
Pates, Christians, and the Ledbetters.

South of town -- the Wilbargers, brother of the Wil-
barger whom the Indians scalped, the Henleys, Snodgrasses,
Blairs, the Ash family, the Ashers, Grahams, Pearsons, Wea-
vers and Petersons.

Among those who lived in 0ld Town years ago are these:
Dr. Royston, Dr. C. C. Black, Dr. Mat Blair (Midwife), the
Reagans, Crimms, Daileys, Sillures, J. N. Blacks, Womacks,
the Simmons family, Niles, Vandergriffs, Penningtons (fa-
ther-in~-law of Captain Merrill,) L. N. Mays, Christians,
Crutchers, Forehands, the Verse family, Adams and the Harris-
es. Also F. M, Rices, R. E. Parkers, W, E. Parkers, Dock
Mitchells, the Bradleys, as well as many others whose names
I do not recall at this writing.

Finished March 8, 1956

Mrs. Sabrina Simmons Baker
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North Texas
State
University

February 18, 1974 Don;%ti,g;xas

oepor¥nenm
o
Geography
Mrs. Clara Scarbrough
1318 University Drive
Georgetown, Texas 78626

Dear Mrs. Scarbrough:

Many thanks for the two batches of fine reports and photographs from
Williamson County for the Texas Log Cabin Register., Please extend my
thanks also to Leona Williamson, Mrs. John Ledbetter, Mrs. D. B. Gregg,
Mr. Hunt and Mrs. Jack Nitschke. I am well aware of the hours of time
required to compile the information on the forms, and I am most grateful.

Rest assured that the forms arrived well ahead of our deadline, June 20.
Indeed, we will probably be receiving forms even after mid-summer.

Incidentally, our project has already begun to bear fruit. Some
educators here plan to use the Register to compile a "pioneer life

module" for Texas school children. It is precisely for such purposes
that I began the Register.

Thank you again for your diligent efforts, and I look forward to receiv-
ing the remaining forms you mentioned.

Sincerely,

gt Frde—

Terry G. Jordan, Ph.D.
Professor and Chairman

TGJ/cls

N.T. Box 5277 ® AC817-788-2091
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North Texas
State

University

Denton, Texas
76203
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April 23, 197 Dopart'mem
o

Geography

Mrs. Clara Scarbrough
1318 University Avenue
Georgetown, Texas 78626

Dear Mrs. Scarbrough:

Thank you so much for the last big batch of Williamson County
log cabin forms. It seems that your county is singularly rich
in these pioneer homes, and I am pleased that I have had some
small part to play in increasing awareness concerning them. I
would indeed appreciate a clipping of your forthcoming newspaper
article on log structures in Williamson County.

I sincerely appreciate your efforts and those of your fellow
members of the county historical survey committee. Thanks to
your efforts, Williamson is splendidly represented in the register.

Sincerely,

Terry G. Jordan, Ph.D.
Professor and Chairman

_ =
TGJ/cls &,’"

N.T.Box 5277 o AC817-788-2091
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JOHN WHITTINGTON

COUNTY JUDGE # DALLAS COUNTY
RECORDS BUILDING

DALLAS, TEXAS 75202

April 3, 1975

Honorable C. L. Chance

Williamson County Judge
Courthouse

Georgetown, Texas 78626

Dear Judge Chance:

In cooperation with the Historic Landmark Preservation Committee
of the City of Dallas and with that committee's very able chair-
woman, Mrs. Edmund J. Kahn, I am interested in researching the
history of Texas courthouses. Of great value to researchers is

a compilation of early architects and builders of our courthouses.

The enclosed brief questionnaire asks for information from your
court records. Could you please supply this information and re-
turn the questionnaire to me?

Particularly important is the column on the far right, "Ref. to
Court Records, DATE VOL PAGE." Once this information is compiled
further research by historians will be greatly simplified.

Thanking you in advance, I am

JW:ms
Enc.

TEXAS, HISTUKI, Dy Ulara STearns OCALDIUUEIly UBULES LUWILy L7[_Js
public library, and possibly SMU may have a copy.) ZP. /25, /.



(YOUR COPY)

OF
ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS
OF
TEXAS COUNTY COURTHOUSES  gsubmitted by
Histprical Survey Committee Chairman
COUNTY __ WILLIAMSON COUNTY Ji¥kx 3 3

. Ceorgetown, Texas
COUNTY SEAT Georgetown, Texas COUNTY CLERK Dick Cervenka

NOTE: Please annotate for futurc reconsideration of the information full refercnce
to the information you supply in the right hand columns.

Ref. to Court Record
DATE VOL. PAGE

1. First Courthouse: Date of Building late 1848 or early/ First 7 pages of

1849 (log cabin) minutes missing, Vol. P.
Name of Architect unknown :‘{%%%2‘_&5 %&Earding this
Name of Buildey  Unknown cabin apparently in this

lost eection.

Indicate below whether Architect was also builder,
which was common in early days, or whether builder
did the designs, also common.

"The first Court House was a log cabin about 16 feet square. . . on Main
—treet~——justeast—ef—the—present——Courthouse .,

2. Second Courthouse: Date of Building 18 2 This smdall frame building
was built as a residence and
Name of Architect occupied by Wm. Patterson, who See FPolice Ct.
sold it to the county; thence used Rec3. Vol. F for
Name of Builder as Courthouse 1851-1857. Was 14 x 30°' liay 1851.
and "weatherboarded but not ceiled ins:i.de."2
Indicate below whether Architect was also builder.

Architect & builder not known.

3. Third Courthouse: Date of Building gpegun 1850; compleded 1857 Vol. P

Name of Avchitect Commissioners Court planned specifica- Folice Court
tiong, Iisted 1h minutes; three men-mamed. .uinuteg: PP-
Name of Builder to supervise. DMany problems encountered in 16-21

mtm:rzm—fmm Bupervisors/builders
Indicate below wh(gmg'geﬂ'cﬁﬂ'@&a a$j§'i§§’ﬁxilder.

Several different builders.- Story too
complica eg .tlo,detail here. See Reference.
4. Fourth Courthouse: Date of Building 1877.728 Vol. V, Polic
. Ct. Minutes, pp-
Name of Architect _ prngcton 2 Ruffini/ minutes do not indicate 138, 203
. which of the two famous Ruffini architects this was.
Name of Builder Tel Didelot )

PLEASE COMPLLTE AND RETURN TO:
‘ JOIIN WHITTINGTON

COUNTY JUDGE
*IFTH COURTHOUSE: 1910-11. RECORDS BUILDING Comnissioners Minutes Vo:
\rchitects C. H.Page & Bro., AGARWAS, TUXAS 75202 X, pps 201, 210, 223, 256.

Q) gagpqaw,fgqtuatq;ﬁegbouaammited from LAND OF GOOD WATER, A WILLIAMSON COUNT'
TEXAS, HISTORY, by Clara Stearns Scarbrough, Georgetown, 1973. I believe your
public library, and possibly SMU may have a copy.) PFL. /25, /Sar-s5E



Texas Historical Commission

% Box 12276, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Bxecutive Director

MAY 8 -

May 7, 1975

Dr. Durwood Fleming
President, Southwestern
University and the Board
of Trustees, Southwestern
University

Georgetown, Texas 78626

Dear Dr. Fleming and the Board of Trustees:

Recently the Texas Historical Commission nominated the
Southwestern University Administration building and
Mood Hall for inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places. On April 23, 1975, it was entered in
the Register and is now afforded the privilege granted
under the Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

As the agency administering the comprehensive survey in
Texas, we welcome any inquiries you may have regarding
the National Register. Your interest in preservation of
siges significant to Texas heritage is commended.

Sincerely,

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

l @Mﬂnw

Joe R. Williams
Director, National
Register Programs

TL/JRW/pbs for Texas

cc: Mr. Mike Riddle Mrs., Clara Scarbrough
Development Office 1318 E. University
Southwestern University Georgetown, Tx 78626

Georgetown: Tx 78626

URivess T

BEORCETOWN,
TEXAS

PresipeNt
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TR
Durwood Fleming, Pres/dent

May 12, 1978

Dr. Joe R, Willlams, Director
National Register Programs for Texas
Texas Historical Commission

Post Office Box 12276, Capltol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Dr. Willlams:

Thank you for your letter of May 7, advising me that the Texas
Historical Commission has nominated Southwestern University's
Administration Building and Mood Hall for inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places. I am delighted to know, of course, that
your nomination prevailed and that these two marvelous structures
are in the Natlonal Register of Historic Places.

You will be interested to know that we now have the funds for the re-
modeling and refurbishing of these two architectural treasures. The
work will be done on the inside of the buildings as sensitively and
carefully as can be done to protect. design and motif. The outside of
the bulildings will not be altered.

Is the e a volume In which Southwestern University bulldings are in-
cluded? If so, we would be pleased to have the opportunity to purchase

it.

Thank you for your interest In us and for your administration of this,
another important event in the life of Southwestern University.

Cordially yours,

y

DF .dt Durwood Fileming

ce - Mr. Mike Riddle /
Mrs, Clara Scarbrough
Mr. Tom Buckner

SOUTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY Georgetown, Texas 78626, 512/863-6511



SHERIFFS OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS

Whitfield Chalk 1848 - 1850
Allen Stroud 1850 - 1851
Joab B. Harrell 1851 - 1855
Levi Asher 1826 - 1857
Elisha Thomason 1858 - 1862
Levi Asher 1862 - 1864
wm. K. Makemson 1864 - 1866
wm. H. Warnock 1866 - 1868
LeRoy B. Lord 1868 - 1869
John Champion 1869 -

John L, Peay 1869 - 1874
S. M. Strayhorn 1874 - 1881
J. M. Tucker 1881 - 1884
John T, Olive 1884 - 1888
Sampson Connell 1888 - 1890
John T, Olive 1890 - 1892
W. S. Brookshire 1892 - 1894
H. C, Purl 1894 - 1898
Sampson Connell 1898 - 1912
Lee 0, Allen 1912 - 1924
Louis H. Lowe 1925 - 1936
Robert 0. Davis 1937 - 1938
B. M. McLaughlin 1939 - 1940
Robert 0. Davis 1941 - 1946
S "Red" Allen 1947 - 1954
Henry Matysek 1954 - 1974

August Bosshard 1974
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18"x 28" official Texas Historical Marker w/o post
Williamson County - 9/12/Th - University Ave. &
Ash St., Georgetown.
FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
OF GEORGETOWN
FOUNDED IN 1849 AS GEORGETOWN
MISSION, ORGANIZED 1874 BUT STILL
SERVED THEN BY CIRCUIT RIDERS,
THIS CHURCH ACQUIRED A RESIDENT
PASTOR IN 1879. ORIGINAL BUILDING
WAS ERECTED IN 1881-82 ON THE
SOUTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY CAMPUS.
THE PRESENT CHURCH STRUCTURE
WAS BUILT IN 1891-93, OF NATIVE
LIMESTONE, HAND-CUT AT THIS SITE.
PHYSICS PROFESSOR ROBERT S. HYER
WAS THE SUPERVISING ARCHITECT.
THE FLOOR PLAN IS MODELED AFTER
THE GREEK CROSS. BISHOPS A.FRANK
SMITH (1889-1962) AND W. ANGIE SMITH (189h-
1974), BROTHERS, MADE DECISIONS TO
ENTER THE MINISTRY IN THIS CHURCH.

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC TANDMARK -~ 19Tk

FG
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HISTORY OF
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Georgetown, Williamson County, Texas

1974

by

Clara Stearns Scarbrough

with introduction by

). Thomas Graves




INTRODUCTION

From a mission in 1849 to First United Methodist Church in 1974 is a
story of perseverance and vision. Dates, buildings, and events form the
skeleton for the history of First Church, and its flesh and blood are the
people who have shared this common ministry for 125 years.

The uniqueness of this church is its diversity. In its pews are ranchers,
farmers, townspeople, students, professional people, faculty, staff, and
administrators of Southwestern University. In its pulpit have been fifty
pastors, challenged to minister to a pluralistic congregation which has
always been a rich mixture of the academic community of Southwestern
University and the varied cultural heritages of Central Texas.

You will discover in this brief history more than a story of buildings
and pastors. Running through the events is a will to be the church of
Jesus Christ in this community and in Methodism around the world.

We rejoice in such a rich heritage from the people called
“Methodists” whose lives have converged in this place. Their story is
that of the influence of a congregation on the life of a town, on genera-
tion after generation of college students, and through them the
character of a region and a nation.

In this sense the influence of this church has been powerful far
beyond the buildings, budget, and membership through the living
heritage of her people.

At this writing (1974) we give thanks for the past, we celebrate the pre-
sent, and we are filled with hope for the future. Our ministry has always
been to every person who is in need of any expression of the gospel of
Jesus Christ. We are alive as a church today because those who came
before us were zealous in finding meaningful ways to live out that
gospel together.

So may it always be in this place.




The Georgetown First United Methodist Church of 1974 had its
beginnings in 1849 when the Georgetown Mission was created
by the Texas Conference, Springfield District, Methodist
Episcopal Church, South. Springfield District circuit contained
two counties in which eighteen communities were visited by the
circuit rider. The Georgetown Mission was established just a year
after Williamson County was formed in 1848 and the county seat
located at Georgetown.

Although in 1849 the new county seat was the tiniest of villages
with only a handful of hastily-built log houses, the Texas
Conference recognized the rapidly moving frontier of Texas and
designated missions where towns were likely to develop. No
special place of worship was erected in Georgetown for many
years. Like other denominations, the Methodists either joined
with other religious groups for union services, met in homes,
worshipped in public buildings, or met outdoors.

James W. Lloyd was assigned to Georgetown Mission in 1849 as
travelling preacher, and Josiah W. Whipple was presiding elder.
The 1850 census for Williamson County lists James W. Lloyd as a
native of Tennessee, age 36, a Methodist clergyman, and, at that
time, a member of the household of John Gooch, a gunsmith liv-
ing in Georgetown.

Available histories of the local church do not indicate who was
responsible for establishing the Mission. One might speculate
that Rev. Lloyd was in town by 1849 and could have had a role in
the founding. No doubt the Texas Conference wished to provide
a Methodist Church for settlers who inevitably would migrate to
the new county seat. According to the 1850 county census, there
were then only five ministers in the entire county, Rev. Lloyd be-
ing one of three Methodist clergymen; there was one Baptist
and one Christian minister.

J. W. Addison was assigned as minister to Georgetown Mission
Church in 1850. He was not listed in the 1850 county census, so
may have resided in another county and traveled to his
Georgetown appointment, or could have arrived in the county
after census was taken.

In 1851 the Georgetown Mission was constituted a Circuit,
with George W. Tittle as preacher in charge.



As the new village of Georgetown gradually developed, oc-
casional services were no doubt held, and circuit ministers were
regularly assigned to the Mission Church by the Texas
Conference. It must be remembered, however, that the circuit
rider had to care for eighteen churches!

Membership of the Mission Church remained small through
the Civil War and Reconstruction years. The first available list
showed only thirteen members in 1873,

Events from 1870 to 1873 were to have long-lasting significance
for the local Methodist Church and for Methodism throughout
Texas. Early in 1870 a group of Georgetown citizens decided that
the town should have facilities for higher education and by
summer they were constructing Georgetown College on the
block just northeast of the present Methodist Church. The two
story stone building was completed in 1871. In August of that
year, William Monk, circuit minister for Georgetown, attended a
Conference meeting in Waco at which the Bishop asked Monk
to look for a desirable site in the district for a proposed central
Methodist institution of higher learning for Texas. As Rev. Monk
rode horseback from Waco toward his home in Round Rock, he
passed through Georgetown. There he suggested to Colonel
William Cornelius Dalrymple, a leading citizen and supporter of
Georgetown College, that the new college building and proper-
ty be offered to the Methodists as an incentive to locate their
proposed college in Georgetown. The Georgetown College
stockholders agreed to the plan, and Rev. Monk, Captain ). C. S.
Morrow and Dudley H. Snyder formally presented the proposal
to the Texas Conference. In August 1873 after a long period of
consideration and investigation of various sites over the state,
Georgetown was selected. Dr. Francis Asbury Mood, who had
been named Regent of the new institution, immediately came to
Georgetown and began preparations for opening the new “Tex-
as University,” as it was called, on Monday, October 6, 1873. The
name of the school was changed to Southwestern University in
February 1875 when the State of Texas informed Methodist
authorities that it required the other name for a proposed new
state university.

When Dr. Mood arrived in Georgetown, he was somewhat
troubled to find that only thirteen or fourteen Methodists lived
in or near town and that there was no church building for any
denomination, although the Presbyterians were constructing



one. Religious services were held either in the Courthouse or in
Price’s Hall by Methodists, Presbyterians, Cumberland
Presbyterians, and Baptists. A union Sunday School was “thinly
attended.” The Methodists in 1873 were Mrs. Martha F. Allen,
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Busby, Mrs. E. A. Coffee, Mrs. E. Dalrymple,
Miss Jennie Dalrymple, Miss Mattie Hughes, Mrs. Margaret
Harper, Mr. W. K. Makemson, Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Rucker, Mr. S.
A. Scott, Mrs. Sarah Wilbarger and Miss Sarah Wilbarger.

The students and faculty of the new university worshipped
with various congregations in town until January 1874. “Having
completed their building, the Presbyterians proposed to divide
the month among the several churches. To the Methodists they
offered the use of the building once a month for thirty dollars a
year as rent. At a called meeting [on Sunday, January 11, 1874] to
consider this proposal and to organize as a Church, thirty-seven
people enrolled their names, and submitted a petition to the
Trustees [of Southwestern University] asking for the use of the
University chapel as a meeting place until they could erect a
building of their own. Promptly the Trustees granted the re-
quest; from that time forward church services, prayer meeting,
and Sunday School were conducted weekly,” according to the
First Annual Record of the Georgetown Station. Thus the status
of the Georgetown Methodist Church changed in 1874 from a
mission (1849-1873) to an organized church. For a few years,
however, it continued to be served by circuit preachers.

In 1875 the circuit was reduced to twelve communities, all of
them in Williamson County. In 1877 the circuit was further
reduced, Georgetown and Round Rock being separated from
the others and sharing a minister. In 1879 Georgetown was made
a station church and James Campbell was appointed pastor. He
was one of the four men in the first graduating class of
Southwestern University, receiving his B. A. degree in 1876.

Beginning early in 1874, the small Methodist congregation
held services in the University’s first chapel, a room of the
onetime Georgetown College building erected 1870-71 and
which, in 1874, was the home of “Texas University.” The plain,
two story, unplastered stone building measured about 60 by 75
feet, contained six classrooms and the chapel or auditorium
which seated about 400, according to Dr. C. C. Cody. Professor S.
G. Sanders of the University faculty wrote that he felt he was
entering a cave as he went in the front door of the building, so
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FIRST REGULAR SERVICES HELD HERE
Georgetown First Methodist was formally organized in the chapel room of the
Georgetown College-Southwestern University main building, 1874. The third
floor was added in 1881.

rough was the appearance of the unplastered rock walls. There
was no indoor plumbing, no well nor cistern, and no heating
system. The damp condition in the building severely aggravated
bronchial ailments suffered by Dr. Mood. He and his family oc-
cupied the two south rooms on the first floor during the early
years of his Regency. The Mood finances had been depleted
during his years with the ailing colleges which were ancestors of
Southwestern University and the family lived in the small apart-
ment long enough for several of the Mood children to be born
there.

Margaret Mood McKennon, a daughter of Francis Asbury and
Susan “Sue” William Ann Richardson Logan Mood, served as
librarian at Southwestern University for many years. She further
described the college building where the Methodists organized
their church and held services for about eight years. It housed
the Mood apartment, the classrooms, and the worship area.



“This was a very convenient arrangement for the pioneers of that
day who attended church services, because the mothers could
bring their babies and put them to bed in Mrs. Mood’s bedroom
downstairs, and then in peace of mind, they could attend ser-
vices above. It was not an unusual occurrence during the ser-
vices for a little cry or wail to reach the ears of the worshippers
above. Then the ladies would quietly slip out, and ?resently all
but one would quietly slip back into her place. This did not cause
any confusion or amusement, for it was just one of the customs
that the pioneers accepted without question. As the Sunday
School grew rapidly along with the development of the Universi-
ty, classes were held in the class rooms and even in the Mood
Apartments.” Small birds nested in the inside crevices of the
rock walls and chorused their songs during worship services.

The first parsonage provided by the church was located in the
800 block of Walnut Street during the pastorate of George W.
Graves (1876-1878).

The first railroad came to the county in 1876 when Inter-
national and Great Northern built lines across southern William-
son County from Rockdale to Austin. In 1878 a tap line was open-
ed from Georgetown to Round Rock, where it joined the |. & G.-
N. system. The University mentioned this important new facility
in its catalogs, and newspapers of that period indicate that peo-
ple rode the tap line from Round Rock to Georgetown to attend
the Methodist services in the chapel. There were problems,
however, with train travel. The Williamson County SUN for Feb.
17,1881, reported that “the train due Monday at 12 did not arrive
until after dark. The engine ran short of water at Round Rock
and had to wait until it could be supplied.” The next month, on
March 3, 1881, the same newspaper noted that two clergymen,
G. W. Graves and W. F. Gillespie, had to wait several hours in
Round Rock for the Georgetown-bound train. They finally
despaired and chartered a hack to drive them to the county seat,
but were overtaken by the train before they reached
Georgetown.

The University’s plain, rough building was enlarged and
renovated in 1881. A third story and a stylish bell tower were
added, and the inside walls were plastered.

Also in 1881 the Methodists launched plans to build their own
church. On April 12, 1881, the Trustees bought one-half block



facing east in the 1000 block of South Church Street (Block 22,
Glasscock Addition) from D. H. Snyder for $1,069.29. The
Trustees of the church were then ). L. Rucker, J. W. Hodges, S. G.
Sanders, A. S. Howren, ). W. Lane, S. M. Lesesne, and D. H.
Snyder. This lot, according to the deed, was “for the use and
benefit of the Methodist Episcopal Church South upon which to
erect a Church and a Parsonage.” D. H. Snyder had acquired the
property in 1880 from W. R. and Sarah M. Reagan and the block
was generally known as the “Reagan or Chapman block,” the
Chapmans being earlier owners. The local newspaper for April
28, 1881, stated that the Methodists were “taking active steps to
build a church on a part of the Reagan or Chapman block near
the Female Institute” at a cost of about $4,000, with J. N. Preston
of Austin as.architect. However, no church was ever erected on
that site. It is possible that a home or building already stood on
the church’s new property and that it was used as a parsonage. If
not, a home was built, for an early historian of the church
defin!tely located a Parsonage there. (The “female institute”
meptuor}ed referred to a new department of Southwestern
University properly called the Young Ladies’ School. Soon after
South.western opened its doors, several young ladies began re-
questing z}dmittance as students. The Curators declined to admit
them until the summer of 1878 when they heard that another
denomination planned a female school in Georgetown. The
Curators reversed their previous stand, rented the basement of
the new Presbyterian Church, and classes started Sept. 9, 1878. By
1879 the University had completed a frame two story building
with dormitory and classrooms for the Young Ladies’ School,
located at a discreet distance from the men'’s campus. The
building was on the 1100 block between Brushy Street [Austin
Avenue] and Main Street, later the site of Annie Purl Public
School. This was the place the newspaper story of April 1881 call-
ed the “female institute.”) Even as late as June 9, 1881, the local
paper carried a request for bids on a proposed Methodist
Church on Church Street. But between June 1881 and the
following spring, the church site was changed.

The new church was to be located on the Southwestern
University campus, southwest of the Main Building, and
diagonally across the street to the northeast of the Methodist
Church of 1974. Ground was broken at this location on April 3,
1882. The new campus structure was generally called the
Methodist Chapel. It was never completed. Funds were ex-
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THE NEVER-COMPLETED CHAPEL
In 1882, the flat building in the foreground known as the Chapel, was built on the
Southwestern University campus by the Methodists. In the background, the
sanctuary of the church, built 1891-93, is visible to the southwest.

hausted after the first floor was finished so the second floor was
omitted. Since the first floor was partially below ground level,
the building had a flat, dugout-like appearance. Each member
furnished his own wooden bench. Ladies of the church “
proved the worshipful atmosphere by pasting pastel paper over
the windows.” An organ, brought from Chappell Hill, was played
by Mrs. E. E. Chrietzberg. It was in this chapel, according to
church historian Felix B. Secrest, that such men as John M. Bar-
cus, J. Sam Barcus, Frank Onderdonk, John R. Nelson, Bishop H.
A. Boaz, Emmitt Hightower, and W. B. McKeown entered the
ministry. When Dr. Mood died in 1884, he was buried near the
chapel, but his remains were removed to Georgetown |. O. O. F.
Cemetery after the turn of the century when the chapel was.
demolished.

In 1891, plans were under way to build a more substantial
Methodist church. The Board of Trustees purchased the east half
of Block 2 of the Hughes Addition from Mrs. Susan R. Mood,



widow of Francis Asbury Mood, for $1200, on July 3, 1891. This lot
was on the same block and to the east of the Mood home, where
Mrs. Mood and the children resided. Trustees of the church at
that time were D. S. Chessher, G. W. Foster, C. C. Cody, M. B.
Lockett, ). W. Hodges, R. S. Hyer, D. H. Snyder, J. A. Fain, and ). T.

Sneed. The sanctuary of the present church was started soon
after the purchase.

Land on which the present church stands was patented by the
Republic of Texas, signed by President Sam Houston on August
19, 1844, to Clement Stubblefield of jJasper Municipality.
Stubblefield came to Texas from Tennessee in February 1836 and
was due one-third league (1476 acres) “as a collinest or setler by
Emigration to this Republic.” His headright was located in the
then Milam Municipality, now Williamson County. Stubblefield
sold 1476 acres to Thomas B. Huling, a prominent land
developer, for $150 on October 10, 1848. Neither Stubblefield
nor Huling lived in Georgetown. Huling’s partner in real estate,
George Washington Glasscock, Sr., with Huling’s power of at-
torney, had bought and sold land in the Georgetown area in
1848. The partnership was dissolved, Huling relinquishing or sell-
ing to Glasscock in 1850 and 1851 all the land he owned in
Georgetown on the east side of Brushy Street (Austin Avenue).
All these transactions included the church property. On
February 16, 1857, Thomas Proctor Hughes bought 17 3/4 acres
of land “near Georgetown” from G. W. Glasscock for $221.87,
with the stipulation that Hughes reserve 10 varas on the north
end of the tract for a street, which became University Avenue.
This property was described as the Hughes farm for many years.
In 1870 when the city contemplated building the college just
north of the Hughes land, the college site was said to be “away
out on the prairie” with the only home in sight that of Judge
Thomas P. Hughes. On January 19, 1874, Dr. Francis Asbury
Mood bought one block of Hughes’ land which lay in his “field"”
for $250, where Mood later built his family residence. Out of this
block, the church made its 1891 purchase of the east half of the
lot on which to build its sanctuary.

Dr. Robert Stewart Hyer, member of the Board of Trustees of
the church and a teacher of physics at Southwestern University,
offered to draw plans for the church. He designed the sanctuary
in the shape of a Greek Cross, then built a scale model of wood
and tin three feet high with which he could demonstrate his
plans to construction workers. Georgetown'’s Belford Lumber



THE SANCTUARY
The handsome sanctuary, built 1891-93 by artisans who erected the State Capitol
the previous decade, anticipated the architectural style to be used within a few
years when the Southwestern University campus was moved and the S. U. Ad-
ministration Building was erected.

Company, which erected substantial buildings in the area for
many decades, furnished Swedish carpenters for the job. The
Waterston family, stone cutters from the British Isles who had
worked on the pink granite State Capitol and who had establish-
ed their own business in Austin, cut the stone for the Methodist
Church by hand. The stone was hauled from quarries west of
Georgetown by mule team. Professor Hyer donated his architec-



tural and supervisory services, but the church financed his trips
to San Antonio and Austin to select furnishings. Hanging
kerosene lamps provided the lights. Miss Mamie Howren,

organist, played a foot pump organ; Miss Florence Boyer was the
choir director.

Construction continued through 1892 and 1893, but the
building was put into use before it was entirely finished. Dedica-
tion of the house of worship was postponed until 1896. At that
time the remaining indebtedness was liquidated through a loan
of $1800 to the local church, made by the Board of Extension,
Methodist Episcopal Church South of Louisville, Kentucky.

The old chapel building on the then University campus, cater-
gornered across the street northeast of the new church, con-
tinued to be utilized for Sunday School classes. The chapel also
provided a kind of substitute for a public library in Georgetown,
according to writer Hamilton Wright: “Well do | remember it. It
had a weekly patron—myself. And some of the books I read in
my teens remain indelibly in mind . . .. Usually in Sunday school
classes we wrote down our name and the title of the book we
wished to read. Before the class dismissed, a kind of colporteur
came with an armful of books and distributed them among those
who had ordered. Well do | remember two fine Sunday school
teachers who urged us to read good literature. One was Miss
Fannie Clower and another a Miss Margaret McLean. The latter
was as | recall, the daughter of a pioneer educator and Methodist
minister.” The same writer recalled another event of his early
years concerning a clergyman at First Methodist Church. “How a
new minister impresses an 11-year old boy is typical. The
Methodist Church had been assigned a new preacher. He was
the illustrious minister, the late Rev.). G. Putman. He introduced
himself the first Sunday of his pastorate. ‘My name is PutMAN,’
he began. ‘There’s a little town in West Texas named Putnam.
That's not the way to spell my name. It is P-U-T-man.”

The third parsonage, a two story frame home, was erected on
Block 2 of the Hughes Addition, just south of the present church,
sometime after the sanctuary was built and at least by 1905.

On June 10, 1917, First Methodist Church bought the Mood
residence and the west half of Block 2, Hughes Addition, just
west of the church. The Mood heirs—J. R. Mood, R. G. Mood, A.
M. Mood, W. R. Mood, Margaret Mood McKennon, Amelia



THE YOUNG LADIES
Around the turn of the century, Dr. John R. Allen, who with his wife directed
Southwestern University’s Ladies Annex, saw that his charges were dressed in un-
iform as they marched along University Avenue to Methodist services.

Mood Cross, and Charles H. Cross—sold the family home after
the death of Mrs. Mood. With this purchase the church owned
the entire block, bordered by University Avenue on the north,
Ash and Elm streets on the east and west, and 13th Street
(originally called Palmetto Street) on the south. Sunday School
and Epworth League began meeting in the Mood home, and the
old chapel across the street northeast of the church was then
removed. The Board of Trustees paid $4500 for the Mood lot and
home. They were C. C. Cody, D. H. Snyder, M. B. Lockett, S. A.
Hodges, H. E. Pye, ). W. Hodges, G. W. Foster, and C. S. Belford.

During the pastorate of Dr. Edmund Heinsohn, plans were
drawn for the addition of an educational wing to the church. The
Mood home was torn down and construction on the new
building was completed in 1933. Members of the Board of
Trustees signed a note held by an insurance company against the
building in order to prevent a foreclosure during those difficult
depression years. The indebtedness was retired in 1943, at which
time the educational annex was dedicated, during the pastorate
of Dwight L. McCree.

The church had been called First Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, since its founding. Mergers in 1939 gave it a new name,
the First Methodist Church.
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SANCTUARY AND EDUCATIONAL ANNEX

The Educational building was completed in 1933, adjoining the Sanctuary
erected forty years earlier.

Remodeling and redecorating the sanctuary took place during
the ministry of James William Morgan and was finished in 1954.
While Carroll H. Thompson was pastor, the frame parsonage
south of the church was removed and a brick, one story home
erected. Open house was held on April 20, 1958. The entire
church was air conditioned and the educational building was
remodeled during 1964 in the pastorate of Lively Brown.

Additional denominational mergers in 1968 led to the church’s
present name, the First United Methodist Church. Since 1970,
during J. Thomas Graves’ ministry, extensive structural repairs
have been made, the stained glass windows restored and the
parsonage completely redecorated. The church has experienced
accelerated membership growth during this period.

Three bishops of the Methodist Church had unusually close
ties to Georgetown First United Methodist Church. Two
brothers, A. Frank Smith and W. Angie Smith, were members of
this church when they received the call, at separate times, to
enter the ministry. They were one of only two sets of brothers
ever to become bishops in the Methodist Church. During their
many years of service as bishops, they made frequent visits back

-



to their alma mater, Southwestern University, and to the church
they knew as youths. A. Frank Smith was born November 1, 1889,
and died October 5, 1962. W. Angie Smith was born December
21, 1894, and died March 15, 1974.

W. Kenneth Pope who was pastor of First Church from 1933
until 1935, was later made a bishop of the Methodist Church. He
also returns to Georgetown, and on the occasion of the church’s
special anniversary in 1974 is scheduled to take part in the

celebration.

In 1974, fifty pastors had served this church. The longest tenure
was that of Dr. Edmund Heinsohn, six years. James William
Morgan served five years and J. Thomas Graves began his fifth
year in the spring of 1974. Thomas Granger and Wallace
Chappell served four years, as did James Campbell, the latter not
in consecutive pastorates. W. L. Nelms was minister two separate
times totalling six years. Richard Smith served three years and
nine months, and George W. Graves had two pastorates totalling

three years.
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Map showing a section of Thomas P. Hughes Addition, Georgetown, including
Block 2, on which the First Methodist Church is located



The following is a complete list of all pastors of this church:

(Georgetown Methodist Mission): (Station Church):

1849 ). W. Lloyd 1879-80 James Campbell

1850 J. W. Addison 1881-83 A. A. Allison

1851-52 George W. Tittle 1884-85 W. G. Conner

1853  W. A. Smith 1886-89 W. H. Vaughan

1854  T. E. Windsor 1890-91 Sam P. Wright

1855 R. Y. King 1892-95 John R. Nelson

1856 James M. Rice 1896-97 Josiah Green Putman
1857  R. G. Rawley 1898-99 James Campbell (2nd term)
1858-59 H. M. Burrows 1900-01 A. O. Evans

1860 T. G. Gilmore 1902-05 W. L. Nelms

1861 ). B. Wittenberg 1906-09 John M. Barcus

1862-63 ). W. Ledbetter 1910-13 W. L. Nelms (2nd term)

1864 T. G. Gilmore (2nd term) 1914-16 C. H. Booth
1865-66 ). W. Ledbetter (2nd term) 1917-18 K. P. Barton

1867  J. Fred Cox 1919-20 A. W. Hall
1868 George W. Graves 1921-23 E. P. Williams
1869 James Peeler 1924-26 John N. Rentfro
1870-71 William Monk 1927-33 Edmund Heinsohn
1872-73 James Lane 1933-35 W. Kenneth Pope
1936-37 W. C. Childress
(Organized Methodist Church): 1938-39 L. W. Seymour
1874 James Lane 1940 Oran Stephens
1875  Horace Bishop 1941 W. H. Cole

: 1942-43 D. L. McCree
1876-78 George W. Graves (2nd term) 1944-45 J. C. Oglesby

1946-51 James W. Morgan
1951-55 Thomas Granger
1955-58 Carroll H. Thompson
1958-62 Richard R. Smith
1962-64 Lively Brown

1964-66 Morgan Garrett
1966-70 Wallace Chappell
1970- ). Thomas Graves



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Minutes of the Annual Conferences, Methodist Church.
Felix B. Secrest. "History of the First Methodist Church, Georget " g

son County Sun, May 7, 1964. getown™in William-
#\istorical,” typed manuscript from Bolton Gilleland to Dr. Ed

. Edm

Francis Asbury Mood. Narrative of the Facts Relating to theupodquinsohn,

Progress of Southwestern University, 1840-1882. nding and
C. C. Cody. “History of Southwestern University”’ in Willi

26, 1923. y illiamson County Sun, Jan.
Glen DeWitt Willbern. “A History of Southwestern University, G

as.” Unpublished thesis. University of Texas, 94, XoeerBetona, dex:
Macum Phelan. A History of the Expansion of ism i

361362, £ P of Methodism in Texas. 1867-1902,
Who’s Who in Methodism.
#Georgetown, Texas (U. S. A.) First United Methodi re

28, 1056 odist Church,” a brochure, Feb.
The Book of Southwestern, June 1923.
Ralph Wood Jones. Southwestern University 1840-1961, 181, 260-61
Ray Hyer Brown. Robert Stewart Hyer, the Man I Knew. )
Clara Stearns Scarbrough. Land of Good Water, A Williamso

History, 115-125, 242. n County, Texas,
Bishop W. Angie Smith, letter to Clara Scarbrough, Nov. 14, 1973
Hamilton Wright in Williamson County Sun, Oct. 15, 1970. :
The Megaphone, March 29, 1974, Obituary of Bishop W. Angie Smith
Maps, Hughes and Glasscock Additions, Georgetown Williamson ;

' . C

ty Clerk. ounty Coun-
williamson County Deed Records. Vol. 1, 20-22, 372,572; Vol. 2, 366;

Vol. 16, 797; Vol. 26, 54; Vol. 78, 454-58; Vol. 181, 201. 73687\ ol 59;

PSS =



. G o s
S \-..nd:“_- A ot s [ 0
RS S
A

i A

- -
—— T e Y,
T B e e

T 2
Tt s T S
e Sy g d
e X - ol
Yo




Texas Historical Commission Staff (CW), 11/11/74

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Williamson County (Order #4239)

Location : SH 183 right of way, at N end
of Leander Cafe, Leander

LEANDER*
LEANDER GREW FROM THE ONCE
THRIVING TOWN OF BAGDAD, FOUNDED

IN 1854 (1 MI.W)gWHEN THE AUSTIN &

e e — — —— P ———— —

NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD BYPASSED

BAGDAD IN 1882, A NEW TOWN WAS
SURVEYED AND NAMED FOR RAILROAD
OFFICIAL LEANDER BROWN (1817-89),
HOMES AND BUSINESSES FROM THE
OLDER COMMUNITY QUICKLY MOVED
TO THE NEW SITE ALONG THE RAIL
LINEg THE POST OFFICE WAS BROUGHT
HERE FROM BAGDAD IN 1882¢THE
SCHOOL STARTED HERE IN 1893 HAS
GROWN INTO THE LARGEST SCHOOL
DISTRICT IN WILLIAMSON COUNTYg
ORIGINALLY IN A RURAL AREA,LEANDER
HAS BOOMED IN RECENT YEARS DUE
TO HIGHLAND LAKES DEVELOPMENT.**

(1975 )ik
*3/4 inch lettering

*%1/2 inch lettering
#%%]1[4 inch lettering



LEANDER

by Clara Stearns Scarbrough 3
The community of Ieander was oreaézz/%; ieggmbination of Ae
factors-=-the coming of a railroad, ‘land speculation, and was A
settled largely at first by people of nearby communities, already %
established, who sought the convenience of railroad facilisles.
Leander was located quite near several places of histuric o
significances four miles to the south was Tumlinson Fort/Zlock
House, built by one of tho’three first Ranger companies in Texas o

in January 1836; one mile to the west was Bagdad, established in

1854, and a thriving towg%:z;:hf::;dor was ostablisheq;aﬁsgnishing

most of the businesses and residents for Leander. Leander is between'®

and not far from two branches of Brushy Creek. Early trails and

roads which ran through Bagdad were, of course, just a mile from

the new town of Leander. The Central National Road which ran from

Austin northward through Bagdadg and on toward Lampasas, was a stage

route in the 18508, bringing mail to Bagdad post office in 1855, and

to other places of the area. The Contral National Road was popularly

called the "mountain road,” and, after a string of forts was establish

along the frontier in 1851, it was also called the "military road,"

because of the military traffic over it, headsd for Fort Croghan

(present Burnet). Army units camped under a grove of trees near

Bagdad, and Robert E. Lee often rode this route, sor~times staying

at a waisido inn at Bagdad. Peeder cattle trail .~ the western P

part of the county led thnﬁ:ugh the. Bagdad area, /-aged as a rule for °

the fabled Chisholm Trail, e sriroc S "/‘“'ef%/gu =

i sy b g dosecltd, 2 cor Shate Capadeds
Among the first settlers in the lLeander-Bagd 1| area were:

Thomas M. Hornsby, born 1805, came to the area to become 3agdad in

the summer of iiﬁ? and put up a log oabin, the first known home in

that vicinity) Harmon Smilser, born in Tennesses in 1798, who came



_uh%hhaa&»@iﬁilhillliwdiiﬁﬁ4»vﬁ““ | ‘ : C:)GB |
sometime between 1846 and 1850y Charles Babcock and his family, who
came on Christmes Day, 1851. It was Babcock who serveyed the town
of Bagdad in 1854« John H. Shaffer and John P. Heinatz were two of
the first merchants in Bagdad, Heinats also opening a blacksmith
shop and succeeding the first postmaster, Thomas Huddleston. Others
arriving in the early 1850s were James Willlamson, George Cravaen,
Robert Marley, E1i and Andrew Hamilton, John Faubion, Colonel C. C.
Mason, William N. Carothers, John Schooley, E. A. Walker, W. R.
Walker and Tom Cashion. Arrivals before 1850 in the Leander-

Bagdad area included two brothers, James and Nicholas Branche-James
born in 1807, and Nicholas in 181); Greenleaf Pisk (1811-1887);

M. J. Wells (1819-1893) and Henderson Upchurch.

The townsite of Leander was platted and recorded
by the Austin and Northwestern Reiiwoad Company on June 16, 1882,
out of the Elijah D. Harmon League. '

Thomas 8. Evans and his wife, Lavinia E. Evans, upon
agreement with the"Austin and North Western Rail Road company” &2 )
completed a deed requiring the railroad to establish and maintain a
depot, side tracks and switches in the town of Ieander. The
railroad was\granted a strip of land 300 feet wide, north to south
along the railroad_traoksbas right of way. Public streets in the 1
newly platted town were donated by the railroad, and were designated |.
as Evans Street, Broadg Street, Willls Street, East Street and West
These were indicated on the plat of 1882.

Bagdad post office opened May 8, 1855, with Thorasg
The office condinued under the nzme of

”

Street.

Huddleston, postmaster,
Bagdad until October 6, 1882, when it was transferred to Leander.

[ oY
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e rgander {8 not Lnoorporated, but operates TE T mEEEAL o
Most of the early bdusinesses in leander moved from nearby )

Bagdads Tom S, Evans of Bagdad novng hﬁl house to Leander and

“operated it as a hotel while the new vallroad was baeing completed. ;

John F. Heinats and John Speegle moved stores from Bagdad to

Leander within a short time after the opening of the town. Jesse

Humble and L. Chapman erected e large general store. Maglll & Evans,

Emmett and coéﬁ:d:;d w.lii & Mason were other early stores. The ,

Methodist Church was movoé from Bagdad and the Presbyterians erected

a new church at Leander. Two of the first lawyers were A. S. Walker

and John W, Parks., Dr. Sam Woolsey was a practicing physiclan.

The~lNorton Moses Masonia Lodge No. 336, which was chartered in

Bagdad in 1, was also moved to lLeander @ the town was

founded. The Leander mill and gin was also an early installation

in the nbw town. N
The economic base for Bagdad and early leander was

agriocultural, with ahfalr mix of cotton, sheep and ccttle. Several

quarries are located near leander, and the harvesti ng of cedar posts

has also brought some economic benefit. The econc:iy remained
agricultural until mid=twentieth century, when devclopments from
the lake areas brought additional students to the Leander Independent
School Distriot and new residents. In the 19608 and 1970s, the
area has undergone consideradble development by real estate firms,
and population has increased rapidly. |

In & rural community such ao'ﬁ;andor.‘it‘ii aifficult to name
community leaders, for many of the nubqtlntlal farmers oontributé

to the community as much as leading businessmen. One businessman=
leader served both the early town of Bagdad and its successor, Leander.

z s :
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Galveston in 1848 and traveled extensively over tﬁe 6ouﬁtyy before
Settling first in Austin, and at Bagdad in June 1853. Heinatz had

. learned the blacksmith trade in Germany and was a well educated man.
At Bagdad, he get up his blackemith shop and after a short while

vas also engaged in merchandising. In his general store he installed
8 small grain mill., As an enexrgetic, informed young man, he was
called upon in the community for the role of banker, lawyer, as well
88 merdhant, miller, poatma;tor. church trustee (the Methodist Church
which he helged to found), and Sunday Sohool superintend:nt. Ha
married Emilie Krohn of Austin in 1863. Having served as postmaster
of Bagdad in 1858-1866, his wife, Emille, became postmistress in 1866.
He returned to that office in 1876 and was still postmaster in 1882
‘when the name of the office was changed to Leander, the new office
being locate’d 2 short distance east of the Bagdad one. Heinatz
continued in that position until his death in 1891, when his son,
Charles, became postmasyer (18911894). John P. Heinatz was also

a chartor member of the Masonic Lodge, established at Bagddd in 1871,
and noved t0 Leandexr 4in 1899.

Alexander Stuart Walker I (1826+1896) was a landowner in the
Leander arga; and although he naver lived there, he kept touch with
the con ty when his many duties as an attorney and judge allowed.
‘His s”on. Alexander Stuart Walker IX, born in Georgetown in 1865,
educated at Southwestern University and receiving his law degree in
1886, did eventually live on the family farm and ranoNsouth of
Leander. He, too, had a distinguished law career, serving as

county Judge of Travis County 1896-1900s In 1900 - moved to the
Leander ranch to manage it, maintaining amotive pa: ;icipation in

’.‘. .
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Walker entertained William Jennings Bryan and Mr ryan. Fron p

1913 to 1920, Walker was Texas Colleotor of Intr 21 Revenus,
' He dled nea: Leander in 1933.

practiced law in Dallas 1920-1924.
ished himcelf

Anothexr man of the leander area who distin
outside his own home was Judge Greenleaf Plsk (1011-1887) who

was County Judge (then called Chief Justice) of three countids

in Texas=~Bastrop (1841-1846); Williamson (1848); and Brown counties.
After serving as Williamson Count}ds first County Judge, he moved

to Brown County where he owned property granted him for his service
in the Texas Revolution, and there became the patron of the

town of Brownwood. He gave land for the cemetery there, named

Greenleaf Cemetery tor him, and end on which Daniel Baker College

was @stablished.
Other important leaders included John Babdeock (surveyed ' 2,

Bagdad and donated land for the Masonic building which also served

as church and school), Harmon Smilser, Charles Harris, Fielding
Dawson, Burkett Bowmer, Wm. M, Davis, Thomas Huddleston, Jaumes .
Willlamson, George Craven, Robert Marley, John Faubion, Andrew
Hamilton. Eli Hamilton, James and Nicholas Branch, Thomas Hornsby,

all of whom arrdved in the area in the early 1850s. M. J. Wells

and Henderson Upchurch, both veterans of San Jaginto, came in 1855,
_and coiond. G. C, Mason. Wne N, Oarothora. John Schooley, E. A. Walke:

W. R, Walkoz' and '.l'om Cashion nbout the same tlmo.
Since Leander's heritage reached back into the history of
Bagdad, one of the oldest oamunuhlin tho ocounty, &nd sinece °

Leander itself was established h\ 1882: ﬂ}' 90““““1‘? wishes to

commemorate its founding with a hlstorlc narkor. Hany descendants

of early settlers still live in the oommunity and throughout the



>

They will take pride in the recognition which rightfull:

countye
belongs to lLeander.

BIBLIOGRAFHY

History of leander, prepared 1974 by leander Garden Club and Mrs.
Malcolm Naumann, secretary of the Garden Club.

Land _of Good Watexr, a Williamgon Countv. Texas History by Clara

Stearns Scarbrough, and additional notes on Bagdad and
Leander in the files of the same author.

Shin Oak Ridee by J. Gordon Bryson.
Ixavis County in Stone, Bronze and Aluminum by James Mulkey Owens.

A_Hlstory of Central Texas by Mary Starr Barkley

A School Composition by Curtis Barho

Bagdad Cemetery Becords |

Interview with Mr. and Mrs. Mood Wiley and Fred Henry, ILeander, 1974.
U. S. Postal Records. .
U. S. Census 1850.

Masonic Lodge Records.
Interviews, June 1974, with Leander residents and residents of that

areas Roger and Mary Burleson, Mrs. Eunice Wiley, Miss Myreta
Matthews, Mrs. Mary MoLain, Mrs. Bernice Wiley, dxrs. Ada Mae
Paubion, lMrs. Irene Mason, and members leander Garden Club.



Official Texas Historical Building Marker for DS
attaching to wood surface, Williamson county - : oL
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THE A.M. BROWN CABIN Reader .

WHEN ASA M. BROWN CUT CEDAR,
EIM, AND OAK TREES AND BUILT THIS
CABIN ON HIS 317-ACRE STATE OF
TEXAS CLATM IN 1853, THIS LAND
WAS ON THE FRONTIER. HIS CHIMNEY
AND FIREPLACE WERE OF HAND-HEWN
NATIVE STONE, THE FLOOR OF DIRT.
WILLIAM WOOD, ONE OF THE MANY
LATER OWNERS, ENLARGED THE HOME.
IN 1909-66, L.M., T.L., ANNIE, AND
CHARLES HUGHES BY TURNS OWNED
AND OCCUPIED THE PROPERTY. MR.
AND MRS. JACK GAREY RESTORED THE
CABIN AFTER THEIR PURCHASE, 1966.

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK - 19Tl



Asa, M. Brewn Cabisn

Structure Checklist‘

\

1. Ownership list of land where log cabin is located.

State of Texas to Asa M. Brown by Patent #269, Vol. 18
(photostat of patent atcompanies this material) Abstract #85,
Certificate #5, 3rd class recorded in General Land Office and
dated Nov. 17, 1858, The log cabin was located on 317 acres,
the land to which Mr. Brown was entitled by virtue of a law
passed Jan. 22, 1845 and amended in 1853 giving to settlers
.pre-emption claims. The original survey was made on June 26,
1954 and certified on Aug. 15, 1854 in the Surveyor's Records

Book E, Page 172, Williamson County, Texas (All further records
teferred to in this ownership list are recorded in Williamson
County, Texas.)

Samuel J. Davidson paid $400.00 for 407 acres, approximately
$1.00 per acre, on October 26, 1859 recorded Vol. 8, Page 555 of
the Deed Records. This included the original 317 acres plus a
90 acre tract contiguous to that original tract. Davidson sold
to M. A. Robins who paid $1,300.00 for 407 acres, about $3.19
per acre, on November 11, 1872 recorded Vol. 14, Page 139, Deed
Records. Robins sold to John A. Cloud who paid $1,500.00 for
283'acres,v§5.30 per acre on March 25, 1876 recorded Vol. 17,
'Page 259, Deed Records. The log cabin was on the 283 acres sold
to Mr. Cloud. The other 124 acres was retained by Mr. Robins.

John' A. Cloud died in 1880 intestate and left his 283 acre§
undivided to his children. He had five children by his deceased
first wife. They were J. W. Cloud, J. E. Cloud, G. W. Cloud,

M. E. Cloud Abraham and S. A. Cloud Harris. He also had three
(3) children by'his deceased second wife. They were Mattie Cloud
Roach, Pearl Cloud Roach, and Grace Cloﬁd Goggolz, ! g

J. W. Cloud sold his undivided interest in the 283 acres to

G. A. Cloud for $2,000,00, approximately $7.06 per acre, on
November 22, 1888 recorded Vol. 53, Page 292, Deed Records.

M. E. Abraham sold her undivided interest in 283 acres

to S. A, Harris, her sister, for $200.00, about $4.25 per acre,

on July 27, 1889 recorded Vol. 53, Page 288 of the Deed Records.



S. Allie Harris then sold her interest to Wm. Wood
on November 18, 1889 for $400.00 ($4.25 per acre). $§200.00
paid in cash and a $200.00 note bearing 10% interest and due
on January 1, 1891 recorded Vol. 53, Page 294 Deed Records.

The $200.00 note with interest was paid May 26, 1900.

On November 27, 1889, Wm. Wood redeemed 177 acres of the
283 acres for payment of $8.63 in back taxes not paid by J. W.
Cloud for year 1887 recorded Vol. 53, Page 310 Deed Records.

G. A. Cloud sold his interest in 283 acres to Wm. Wood for
$200.00, $4.25 per acre, on February 15, 1890 recorded Vol. 53,
Page 297, Deed Records. ;

J. E. Cloud sold his undivided interest in the 283 acres
to Wm. Wood on December 2, 1890 for $200.00, $4.25 per acre,
recorded Vol. 59, Page 543, Deed Records.

G. W. Cloud sold his interest to Wm. Wood on November 30,
1895 for $200.00, $425 per acre, recorded Vol. 79, Page 434. A
zerox copy of the note for $200.00 given to G. W. Cloud by Wm.
Wood accompanies this material.

On July 29, 1899 a Quit Claim Deed was recorded in
Vol. 93, Page 567 to Wm. Wood from the survivors of S. J.
Davidson for consideration of $1.00 because in 1872, when
Davidson sold to M. A. Robins, there were some irregularities in
the deed due to two notes which had long since been paid but
not properly released.

On December 14, 1903, Wm. Wood used his interest in 277
acres, including the cabin site, for collateral to borrow
$1,600.00 at 10% interest due on or before five (5) years. He
borrowed the money from John W. Hamilton with $10.00 paid to F. W.
Carothers as trustee; recorded Vol, 18, Page 170, Deed of Trust
Records. The note and interest were paid in full and the Deed

of Trust was released by Carothers to Wood on May 11, 1909
recorded Vol. 133, Page 140, Deed Records. A Xerox copy of this

note is attached to this material. The original has been

preserved and will be a part of the cabin display.

e



On October 6, 1905, Mattie Cloud Roach and Grace Cloud
Goggolz each sold their undivided interest in the 283 acres
to Wm. Wood for $133.33, about $2.84 per acre, recorded Vol.

108, Page 241, Deed Records.
The last holdout was Pearl Cloud Roach who on April 24,

1906 sold her interest to Wm. Wood for $66.65, only §1.42 per
acre, recorded Vol., 117, Page 463, Deed Records. She waited

the longest to sell and got the least for her share.

It took Wm. Wood from November 18, 1889 to April 24, 1906

to purchase all rights to the property where the log cabin
stands. He paid a total of §1,209.61, an average of $4,27 per
acre. During the time Mr. Wood owned and occupied the cabin,
he added to the original structure, including more rooms and
approximately three (3) times as much square feet of living area.
L. M. Hughes bought the 283 acres plus 554 acres contiguous
to it for a total of 837 acres from Wm. Wood for §7,910.00 cash
and notes for $4,550.00 divided into notes 1-10. #1 for $150.00
due 1-1-1910, #2 - 8 each for $200.00 due Jan. 1, 1911 and each
Jan. 1 through 1917, #9 and 10 each for §1,500.00 due January 1
1918 and 1919. Each note bearing interest of eight (8%) percent per
annum, Recorded Vol. 131, Page 401, Deed Records.
L. M. Hughes was something of a rolling stone according
to his descendant, Charles Hughes of Leander, Texas. He moved
to the ranch from Weir, Texas. It wasn't long before the urge
to move on overtook him, and he talked his nephew and neice, T. L.
and Annie Hughes, into buying the ranch so he could be on his way.
On November 12, 1910, T. L. and his sister, Annie, paid

$7,500.00 for 837 acres, $8.96 per acre. They paid $2,586.00
cash and assumed the notes payable to Wm. Wood in the amount of

,  $4,914, Warranty Deed with Vendor's Lien recorded Book 147,

Page 112, Deed Records.

Soon after they purchased the ranch and made their home
there, their brother Will E. Hughes and his wife, Mable, and their

4 year old son, Charles, came to live on the ranch. They shared

he house which included the log cabin and the additions which
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had been made by Wm. Wood. Char
ranch from 1912 to 1962 in this house. Mr. Hughes was very
helpful in relating and confirming much of the cabin history

included in this report.
Annie Hughes died July 12, 1950. Charles E. Hughes, her

nephew, inherited her undivided 1/2 interest in 526 acres

including the land where to cabin stands. The other 311 acres 2 |

originally purchased by the Hughes had been sold previously.

Probate #4640

T. L. Hughes died Aug. 26, 1957, and left his half of the
526 acres to Charles Hughes, his nephew. The property was
valued at SSS;PO per acre for inheritance tax purposes for a
total value of $18,410.00. Probate #5408

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Garey, the present owners of.zﬁé property,.
paid $89,126.00 for 523 acres on September 4, 1966. (3 acres -
having been donated to the highway dept. for purposes of

straightening and wideniné the road) $170.41 per acre, recorded

Vol. 490, Page 457, Deed Records.

#2  Proof of date the log cabin was erected.

According to the Pre-emption certificate for Asa M. Brown ;
File 1211 Milam 3rd class, Asa M. Brown resided upon and .
cultivated the 317 acres where the log cabin is located for
three consecutive years, and the settlement and improvement

was commenced previous to February 13, 1854, According to the.

1ast section of the field notes, Asa Brown swore that he
settled upon vacant Public Domain February 7, 1853.
The original copy of the Pre-emption certificate and also

the field notes are at the General Land Office, but copies of

both documents accompany this material. Also included is an
affidavit signed by Charles Hughes, previous owner, testifying
to facts related to him by his predecessors in title confirming
the building of the cabin by Asa M. Brown.

#3 Motivation for Erecting the Log Cabin.

Mr, Asa M. Brown built and occupied the present cabin as

e L

ST



a homesite in ord under a homesteaders

law passed by the State of Texas in 1845. This land was made
available by the State of Texas to settlers to encourage
immigration and development of the Stgte. From the size of
the cabin and the materials used, it seems safe to assume that
Mr. Brown was a pioneer of modest means, The times were

predominantly agricultural, The cabin was located near rich

|
|

river bottom land., UndouBedly, Mr. Brown hand cleared the

best land of native oaks, elm and cedar in order to cultivate

it for production of crops of the era.

The cabin provided the shelter necessary to protect
Mr. Brown and his family from the elements and hostile indians
in the area, and the land provided the means for his livelihood
through production of crops.

#4 The builder of the structure and short histories of

cabin owners.

The builder of the log cabin was Asa M. Brown. He settled
on 317 acres on the S, San Gabriel River and built the log
cabin to enable him to homestead the land pursuant to an act
passed Jan. 22, 1845 granting to settlers on vacant public

domain pre-emption privileges. In the atpa;hed affidavit Mr.

Brown swore he had lived on this land since February 7, 1853.
He sold the land to Samuel J, Davidson on October 6, 1859. He
lived on and worked the land for 6 years and 9 months.

The next owner on whom any information could be located
was John A. Cloud. He bought the land on March 25, 1876. He
outlived two wives and fathered eight children, three boys
and two girls by his first wife and three girls by his second
wife. He died in 1880 intestate leaving the property on which
{ the cabin stood to his children, but ownership was undivided.

r The next owner was William Wood. He had the onerous task
of acquiring all of the undivided interests in the property from

the Cloud children, It took him seventeen years to do this.

According to Charles . , Mr. Wood lived on the land and
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added to the log cabin to make a home for his wife, and several
children, In addition to being a farmer and rancher, Mr. Wood
was reported to be an old Indian fighter according to stories
passed down to Mr. Hughes from his Uncle who was well acquainted
with Mr. Wood.

Wm. Wood sold to L. M. Hughes on December 10, 1908
two years and nine months after he had acquired complete title
to the land. Mr. Hughes came from Weir, Texas and according to
present decendants was a rolling stone. He owned the land almost
two years, but wanting to move on, he talked his nephew and neice,
who also lived at Weir, into buying the ranch.

T. L. and Annie Hughes thus became the next owners.
They moved into the house which included the log cabin along with
another brother Will Hughes and his wife Mabel and 4 year old son,
Charles. They farmed and ranched the land,and Charles went to
school in Leander as he was growing up. When Annie and T. L.
died, in 1950 and 1957 respectively, Charles inherited each of
their half interest in the ranch and the cabin. Charles married
and brought his bride to live on the ranch. They lived there
with their children and Charles' parents until 1962 when they moved

?

into the town of Leander.
No additional information could be located on the previous

owners of the log cabin.

#5 There were no architects or contractors as such.

#6 Description of structure as it was originally built.

The log cabin has only one room which measures 15' x 15'.

It is one story and originally had a dirt floor. There were

no porches, but cedar staves were inserted high in the outside

walls to support canvas covered lean-to structures for added
. "rooms". The cabin had a hand hewn stone fireplace, two dooTs

and one window, The window was on the same wall as the fireplace.
There was a hand dug well located about 30 yds. from the cabin
(described in #7).

The materials used on the exterior were oak and elm logs

shaped on two sides only with an axe. The spaced between the logs



were filled with small rocks and mortar. A more detailed des-

cription follows in #7.

#7. Account of the construction of the log cabin.

The log cabin was built of oak and elm logs. These were
used both because they were plentiful in the area and because
the timber on the land to be used for fields would be cleared
anyway. The logs were flattened on two sides with an axe
and half-notched on the ends to facilitate joining them together -
see attached drawing. The spaces between the logs were filled
with relatively flat rocks placed at a 45° angle in order to
better shed rain water to prevent pocketing of water or leakage
to the inside of the cabin. The rocks were gathered from natural
outcropping of shale type XX limestone rock on the sides of
nearby hills. To hold the rocks in place, they used a mortar
consisting of pulverized natural lime from limestone mixed with
wood ashes and water. The type of limestone suitable for this
purpose was located at shallow depths on nearby hillsides.

The chimney was constructed of native rock using the same
mortar described above. The chimney was constructed with a
small protrusion of thin rock above the roofline to better shed
rain water so it was deflected, preventing it from running into
the cabin or causing the roof to leak. At the top of the wall in
the Southeast and Northeast corners just under the roof, the logs
and mortar were carefully shaped in an oval to leave a hole
approximately 6'" in diameter, ostensibly for purposes of allowing
the occupants to put a rifle barrel through the hole in order
to ward off attacking Indians or other marauders wi;h maximum
protection to the cabin occupants. These holes, with original
logs and mortar, have been carefully preserved and are intact
as originally constructed.

Holes approximately 1" in diameter can presently be seen
where they were bored into the exterior surface of the logs

approximately 6' from ground level. According to information

obtained, these holes were used to hold cedar staves or poles to



form a support for canvas tentlike exterior rooms. The holes
can still be seen in the logs on three sides of the cabin.

It is interesting to note that the only cedar used in the
construction of the cabin were these staves and cedar joists
used to support the roof,

A hand dug well is located approximately 30 yds. to the West
of the cabin. It is about 30' deep and 4' in diameter and is
lined bottom and sides with native rock. Two cedar posts were
erected on either side of the well and a pully was used to
hoist water up in wooden buckets. The well provided a pure
sweet tasting spring water and remains functional (with
occasional cleaning operations) to the present time,

Mr. Leroy Behrens of Round Rock, Texas, a carpenter with
many years experience and a descendent of early day settlers,
did the actual work of restoring the log cabin. Mr. Behrens did
additional research into types of construction used during the
period in which the log cabin was built and attempted to
simulate these methods as closely as possible.

#8 Influences which caused owner to build this type

residence.

————

The cabin was located in the rich bottom land fields. The
cultivated land was approximately 40 acres adjacent to the ¢
banks of the South San Gabriel river in a small valley surrounded
by timbered upland. The cabin was located a sufficient distance
from the river so there was no danger from flooding. It allowed
near proximity to fields as well as being in a location where
ample drinking water was available. Also, it was in a relatively
open area which afforded a greater degree of protection from

Indians or other marauders who might try to attack the cabin.

77 " From both the size and the materials used, one would suppose
that Mr. Brown hadn't much time or money when he built the
cabin. He used materials that wem closest at hand and methods
of building that were the least time consuming . and most economical.

Because there was danger from Indians, it was probably important



to get the cabin built as quickly as possible so they would have
some protective shelter.

#9 Additions and Alterations

The log cabin has never been moved from its original site.
It has had some additions, however, through the years.

An early addition was that of flooring., Wide lumber was
put in using square headed nails by Wm. Wood shortly after he
first started acquiring title to the property. He also built
onto the cabin, Using the cabin as the West end of his house,
he added several rooms onto the East side. He also added
porches on the North and South sides.

Later, when the Hughes family moved in, they covered the
outside walls with an imitation brick tarpaper. The roof was
of shingles which lad started to leak, so it was also covered
with tarpaper. Inside, the walls were papered thickly with
old newspapers.

When the present owners bought the property in 1966, the
log cabin was covered both inside and outside so that it was not
identifiable from casual inspection.

A bulldozer had been hired to doze down the old barnms,
brush, etc., including the old house built around the cabin.
During the closing of the sale of the property, the seller,
Mr. Hughes, made a chance remark in reference to the existence
of the old log cabin located under the tarpaper covering the
old house. The bulldozer operator was stopped in the nick of
time just as he was about to start dozing down the old house
surrounding the log cabin.

#10 Current Condition, Upkeep, and Future

The log cabin has been completely restored to as close to
its original structure as we could determine that to be. It is
weather proof inside, and the outer structure is protected from
further weathering by a silicone covering.

The present and future owners of the land will be responsible

for its upkeep. The present owners plan to furnish the cabin



with antique furniture of the time,and documents relating to

the history and ownership of the cabin will be kept in the cabin.

The cabin will be used to preserve an original of a type of
housing used by early settlers.
#12 Not applicable.

#13 Role of Cabin in Community

From 1853 until 1967 the cabin has been used as a family
dwelling. It provided shelter for families who settled this
area and farmed the land to provide food and other agricultural
products for the pioneer community.

#14 Reasons to Commemorate Structure

The cabin with its type of construction is an example
of homes used by our pioneer agricultural society. The cabin
represents one type of shelter used by our forebears and the
type of shelter that was prevalent in Texas during the middle
1800's.

Very few log cabins are still in existence, and most of
those that exist in this area are in very poor repair. It is
the intent of the present owner to have this one restored and
commemorated to preserve this era in history.

#15 Bibliography and Oral Interview Sources
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: SOME HISTORY OF THE
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LIBERTY HILL, TEXAS

1882 - 1947 (1) . ded
In the summer of 1882 the Baptist people of Libegtny%ié aggﬁgl
t hn e a protracted meeting in the village, instea Cg the anua
: ar‘r’leeting usually held with the 0ld Liberty Hill ui fie ¥BIoF
ggzplocated in what is now known as the Silent Grove neig

four miles west of town.

do the preaching. A
«John A.Arbuckle of Burnet was secured to -
brgg; arbor was built on the grounds where the present church stan

he Rev.John
After a ten-day revival, a new church was organized; t i
A.Arbuckle was :glled as pastor, and J.G. Ward was made church cler
and treasurer, s :
A committee was appointed to secure grounds for the chuicg gulﬁgi?g
The grounds on which the meeting had been ~held were donake oo% Dot
W.0, Spencer. A building committee was appointed and work s il Lo
During the construction of the building services were held un >
arbor. By late fall or early winter the walls, roof and floor o A
new church were in place. Window openings were covered with boards e
several weeks, and temporary seats were made of nail kegs and long to s
A Sunday School was organized with H.D. Boswell acting as superinten
dent.(Mr. Boswell was the father of Rev. W.D.Boswell of Waco.) J.G.Ward
served as secretary-treasurer. The First Baptist Church of leerpy Hill
was now functioning, and at the next Austin Association meeting in
August it became a member of that Association.This affi;latign con-
tinued until the Williamson County Association was organized in 1916,

During these sixty-three years the church has been without a pastor
for only a few months at different times. It hag co-operated with the
Baptist denomination at all times,and has stood for the cause for
wWhich it was organized — that of glorifying God and sending the
Gospel to all nations. the Sunday School has at no time failed to
function, even during- those times we were without a pastor,

The following are the names of all the charter members which are
available:
Rev.W.0.Spencer 1810-1896

Fannie Roach °
Mrs.W.0.Spencer 1826-1913

Charley Roach

g.g. gpenc§§ 1851-1911 EéE: Ailin 1242-1916
.D. Boswe n 1 -1940
Mrs.H.D. Boswell Magﬁgém tg') 1821—1313
J.G. Ward 1830-1887 Mary fane Pottsl855-1930
E.g. xa;g E.T. Hefner 1858-19:26

vel s a
: e N?BS¥t§ﬁ$ﬁ%§ﬁ3r1862-1952
L??: Wa?gd EAC.Barton 1855-1938
e + Arbuckle

+A.Roach

\len Roach

(Mrs.T.A.Roach)

he Liber

Miss Lelah Barton, HISTORY of y D
% ty Hil '
PP I~y Liberty H 11,Texas 1947 +-Paptist <hureh
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Under the leadership of these people, with many others who were
added to the membership from year to year, the church prospered,
though laboring under many difficulties.In 1903 the church building
was completely destroyed by a fire which also destroyed the school
building. This was indeed a severe blow to a small-town church.

That night, while our heartsick fathers and brothers with many of
their womenfolk watched the smoldering fire, they began making
plans for rebuilding. While cinders were yet hot the chureh held
a business meeting; committees were appointed for the erection of - o
another building. Before the debris had been removed sufficient
money had been raised to begin building.

During the time we were without a church home the good Methodigt -~
people invited us most grackously to use their church for services
two Sundays in each month, and the Christian people as generously

offered the use of their church for our Sunday School. Thus the
work did not cease,

In a short time the building was far enough advanced to make it
possible to hold services there, although it was not finished for gev-
eral months. A small debt was paid off a year or so later.

By 1907 the Sunday School had outgrown the building's capacity
and it became necessary to provide extra space. Two rooms wer
added, giving space for a fully graded Sunday School.

In 1933 a Primary department was added.
In the life of our church one minister was ordained - our own and
dearly beloved Dr. J.H. Pace, now departed. Two missionaries were
sent to the foreign field - the late and much-loved Rev. D.L.
Hamilton and hig wife, Mrs.Jennie Albertson Hamilton,who now resides
in Waco. Deacons have been ordained from time to time, as demands arose.

The present board of deacons consists of W.C. Bowman, 1881-1965,
chairman, J.T.Spencer,1875-1963, Will Hunt,1882-1962, W.E.Creel,1883-1966
V.C.Spencer »182-1963, Joe L Myers,1877-196%7, John Shuffield,18?7-19h8. :
Glen Shuffield.

Our pastor and church officers are: (1947)

George C.Griffith (now deceased),paster

J.T.Spencer, secretary-treasured (1875-1963)
Mrs.E.L.Chance,clerk (1874-1969)

Finis Anderson, Sunday School superintendent

The following have served as SundaySchool superintendents:

H.T., Pace 1845-1919 H.D.Boswell

E.A. Pace '- " C.C. Leatherwood  1835-1898
Otho Hefner-r 1882-1927 C.E. Leatherwood 1871-1944
W.C. Bowman 1881-1965

Joe Canady 1881-1967

S.R.Adams Lampasasg, Texas

W.H.Parker '

J.L. Perry

T.A. Bryson 1881-1961
Elisha Price

F.F. Anderson Libert Hill,Texas . ) P %=
(1) Barton, Miss Lela » History of the Liberty Hill Baptist Church.

bt f tones in the Libert Hill
2 Btalsm,golines fEom, reves y

Matthews,Sectetary for the Cemetery Associatio,
4



This brief history of the First Baptist Church of L
not be complete without mention of the Woman's M
was organized not later than1891., Mrs.Reece ,

first peesident, Sallie Barton was corresponding secretary and Mrs.
Hattie Miller treasurer. The following were some of the charter members:
Mrs.W.M.Reece,Mrs. C.C.Leatherwood,Mrs.Hattie Miller,Mrs.Eliza Hall,Mrs.
H.D.Boswell,Miss Janie Williams,Miss Sallie Bartonand Mrs.W.0.Spencer.

_The Liberty Hill W.M.S. was affiliated with the Austin W.M.U. (Woman's
Missionary Union) ag early as 1894. The minutes of the Austin Association

show that we were represented at almost every W.M.U. meeting of that
Qs;ogiatiop until 1916, when we became a member of the Williamson County

_of Liverty Hill would
lsslonary Society,which
the pastor's wife was the

The following served as presidents or other leading officers:
Mrs. W.M. Reece

X Mrs. C.E.Leatherwood 1868-1945
Miss Janie Williams Mrs. Hattie Miller

Mrs. Eliza Miller Hall 1860-1936 Mrs.J.N.Matthews 1875-1947
Miss Cora Bainbridge Miss Emma Chapman 1878-1938
Mrs. W.C.Bowman 1884-1966 NMrs.T.A.Bryson 1879-1963
Mrs.H.L.Gill

1952 Mrs.S.R.Adams
Mrs.Hudson Adams Mrs. W.H. Parker

Mrs. E.R.Bryan Mrs.E.M. Mears
Mrs.Florence Mears 1880-1973 Mrs. J.H. Comer

Each year an offering is made for state and foreign missions, the
ﬁuckpirIOrphans' HOME, Old Ministers®' Relief, Christian Education and
ospitals.

We have studied books on missions, stewardship, and personal service,
while special emphasis is placed on Bible study.

On May 27,1945 our pastor and Sunday School superintendent, with a
group of faithful teachers, organized a Sunday School at Hopewell, a
community some eight miles west of Liberty Hill:!,with an enrollment of
twenty -four. This Sunday School is growing in interest week by week.

A MOUNTAIN-TOP EXPERIENCE -

This enjoyed a mountain-top experience when, in the early days of
the Buckner Orphans' Home, Dr. R.C.Buckner, the founder of that great
institution, visited Liberty Hill in the interest of three small orphan
children.

He went immediately to the humble home of these little children.On
the following day,Sunday, he spoke to a full house at both morning and
evening hours. Other churches of the town canceled their services in
order that all might go over to the Baptist Church and hear Dr.Buckner.

On Monday morning he left for Dallas with the three little orphans.
Each child carried a parcel inwhich were clothes and Dr. Buckner
carried a well-filled basket of food. -

Dr.Buckner had also a love-gift of more than $100.00. Christians of
denominations, as well as non-Christians, had shared in this gift.

Thus, the Buckner Orphan's Home became "Our Orphans'Home."

For more than half a century the First Baptist Church of Liberty
Hill has stood like a light-house beacon,guiding the destiny of her
people over smooth and troubled seas,ever pointing them to a fuller
amd more abundant life.

Barton, Mies lelah, History of the LIberty Hill Baptist Church
1947
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; fhe following pastors have served this church: (12

1882-1892
J.A.Arbuckle
W.M.Reece

1892-1904
D.W.White
J.N. Marshall
"W.E. Holman
J.E. Bell
C.C. Young

1904-1912
C. Garrett
R. Taylor
J+ Durham
R. Hornburg
A. Mobley

1912-1922
W.0. Slaughter
Rev.Talley
George Balch
F.W. Taylor (went as missionary
NealGreer %to Brazil)
W.A.Barkley

1922-1932
George D. Wells

"G.C.Lewis ( 2 months)

D.A. Jones
N.A. Sanders
J«C. Newman

1932-1045

" R.H. Mathison

E.N. Sullivan
George W. McGuire
R.C.McCullough
W. Joel Fergeson
Wilson Carwile
George C Griffith

(1) Barton, Miss‘ﬁeléh. History of the Liberty Hill Baptist Church p /#
: Liberty Hill, Texas 1947
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the book

. Liberty Hill Baptist Church records since 1947 after
by Miss Lelah Barton was published.
Continuing with the list of pastors they were:

May 1948-Nov. 1949
ALl ey Jan.1950-Dec. 1951

C.C. Larrison

M.A. Treadwell Feb.1952-Sept.1954

Aubrey Wilinson Novn1954-July.1957

S.S. Silveria Sept.1957=-April 1959

Jim Ford April '1959-Aug.1961

Bon Davis Aug. 1961-0ct.1961

Hugh Magee - Nov. 1961~Dec. 1963

Horace Goodman Feb., 1964-Jan. 1966

Elton Skinner April 1966-April 1967

T.P. Patterson Aug. 1967-Sept. 1972

Jesse Wilson 0ct+1972 (Present Pastor)
Sunday School Superintendents since 1947:

C.T. Perry

T.C. Lowe

Burgess Haydon

L.M. Parker N

W.A. Foster

W.0., Witcher

Louis Shuffield
Glen Shuffield
Wendel McLeod

Woman's Missionary Union Leaders:

Mrs. W.0. Foster
Mrs.T.C. lowe
Mrs.C.C. Larrison
Mrs. M.A. Treadwell

Mrs. Hugh Magee
Mrs. L.M. Parker
Mrs. Henry McLeod

On March 8,1950 the Church voted in conference to remodel the
building by installing a new floor and enclosing the side wings
to the auditorium to make classrooms.

In 1957 a celebration was held on: the seventy fifth anniversary
of the organization of the church here in Liberty Hill.

In 1958 the old annex was sold and a new building started.

The above was researched and copied from the records of the church
clerk in 1973 by Myreta Matthews, a member of the Williamson County
Historical Survey Committee. \




740 IISTORY OF TRXAS.

1lis death occurred in 18605, and the mother
now resides with her daughter. Mr. and
Mrs. Morris have three sons: Edwin T., born
Fobruary 12, 1887; Earl L., in 1889; and
Jessie IL, in 1892. Both Mr. and Mre. Mor-
ris aro membors of the Baptist Church. The
former also affiliates with the A. F. & A. M.,
Bastrop Lodge, No. 244, and was the young-
ost member of his lodge for two years.

AN~

\ \ )ILLIAM OLIVER SPENCER, a |
. _{_1 successful farmer of Williamson

county, is a son of William and.

Rachel (Brooks) Spencer. The grandfather
of our subject, Moses Spencer, was born and
raised in New York, and after marriage lo-
cated on a farm near Albany. His lund was
taken from him, however, by Van Rensselaer,
who obtained a grant from the British Gov-
ernment, and he lost his entire possessions.
With a family coneisting of a wife and one
child, the father of our subject, he then emi-
grated to Pendleton District, South Carolina,
“whero he remained until after the Revola-
tionary war, in which he served as a private
soldior during tho entire struggle. Late in
the last contury tho family located in Barren
" county, Kentucky, where William Spencer
grow to nianhood, having becen born in 1771,
Ile was married thore to Iorania Snow, and
they.had three children, all of whom are now

doceased. The wifeealso died. The- father-

then moved to Illinois, locating near the In-
diana line, where he married the mother of
our subject, a lady. of Irish birth. The fami.
ly continued to reside in Illinoie until 1864,
when the mother died, and the children hav-
ing married and left home, the father went to
live with a danghter in Iowa. He died there
in 1857, Mr. and Mres. Spencer were the

parents of seven children: Betsy, decoused;
William O., our subject; Jane A., John M.,
James B. and Rachel, decoased; and Thomnas
O., a resident of Livingston county, Illinoie.
Mr. Sponcer was a farmer by occupation, a
Whig in politics, a Baptist in religious faith,
and was a prominent man in his community.
He sorved many years as a Justice of the

Peacoe. During the war of 1812 ho lived on -

the Wabash river, and by personal request of
General Harrison, than Governcr of Indiana,
remained at home and took charge of the
mills of that section.

William Oliver Spencer, the subject of this |

sketch, was born in the then Territory of Illi-
noie, in what.is now Lawrence county, Sep-
tember 2, 1810. In 1824 he moved with
his parents to Fulton county, west of Illinois
river, where he grew to manhood, and was
there married. From 1838 to 1851 the fami-
ly resided in Washington county, near Fay-
ette, Arkansas. In 1847 they came on a
prospecting tour to Texas, remaining in Bas-
trop about one year, and in 1849 returned to
Arkansas. In 1861 thoy sold their posses-
sions in that State, and ugain came to Texas,
remaining in Bastrop until after the wife’s

death. Mr, Spencer then purchased 5563 acres

of land at his present location, three miles
above the preeent sito of Liberty Ilill, and
was one of the earliest scttlers in this part of
the county. For several years after locating
here, Liberty IIill was without a post oftice.
One day General Rusk, a prominent figuro in
early Texas history, camped a short distance
from Spencer’s home, with a body of rangers.
He was invited to supper at the latter’s
houee, and after the meal Mr. Spencer stated
his desire to have a postioftice located in this'
part of the county. As General Rusk was a
member of Congress and Chairman of the

Post Oftice Committee, he sat down and be- .
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gan writing a recommendation that an offico
Vo. located hero, and that our subject should

Lo tho Postmastor. Mr. Spencer was asked

for a suitable namo for the oflice, and, think-
ing of the freo and onsy charncter of tho
peoplo, answored, “Call it Liberty IIill, Gen-
eral.” Mr. Sponcer held the offico several

 years, and then resigned the position in favor

of the first merchant that located in this seec-

. tion.

Mr. Spencer was firet married July 19,
1829, to Amy Wilcoxon. They had twelve
children, only four of whom grew to years of
maturity, viz.: Eliza Ann, widow of J. T.
Miller, and a resident of Austin; Emily, de-
ceased; J. M., of Belton, Texas; and Ellen,
wife of J. W. Owen, also of that county.
The wife and mother died in Bastrop, Janu-
ary 12, 1853. In 1854 our subject returned
on a visit'to Fulton connty, Illinois, and was

" theore married to Mrs. Margaret Spencer, who

avig born in Fayetto county, Pennsylvania,
May 4, 1826, a daughter of William B. and
Mary (Reagan) Smilie. On the inaternal
side, the family located in the latter county
from Wales before the Revolutionary war.
The Smilie family are of Irish descent, the
great-grandfather of Mrs. Spencer, John
Swilie, having emigrated to America from
that country. Ile was one of the first set-
tlers of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and
while there was prominent in public affairs,
having represented Pennsylvaniain the United
States Senate. The grandfather, Robert P.
Smilie, pa.ssed his entire life in that county,
My, and Mrs. William B, Smilio had seven
children: Weldon R., of Woodford *county,
Lllinois; Margaret O., wife of our subject;
Robert P., of Liverpool, Fulton county, 11li-
nois; Harriet, wife of O, A. Babcock; Norvel,
deceased; and Norman and David H,, of

Stella, Nebraska, Margaret Smilie was firat

married in Fulton county, Illinois, where her
fathor had moved his family in 1841, in 1844,
to James B. Spencer, a younger brother of
ber prosent husband. They had four chil-

dren: Theodore, of Lovelock,, Butte county, -

California; Ann E., wife of J. M. Spencer,
of Belton, Texas; Iarriet E., widow of Jeff
J. Miller, who lives with her parents; and
William A., of Liberty Hill.
William O. Spencer have also had four chil-
dren: Perry, deccased; Oliver, of .Liberty

Hill; Lizzie, wife of M. C. Hurley, of Ft.-
Worth, Texas; and Tacy, now Mrs. J. M.

Grant, also of that city. .

-4:»---' *%Ei«—
|' H. KRENEK, a prominent farmer of

Lee county, is a son of Joseph and

"/ Rozina (Reek) Krenek, natives of Bo-
hemia. The grandfather of our subject,
Joseph Krenok, was a farmer of that conntry,
as was also his maternal grandfather, [on.
John Reek. The father of our subject was.
born, reared and married in Bohemia, and

emigrated from near Frankstadt, Moravia, to :

America, in 1866, locating in Fayectte county,
Texas, three miles south of Fayetteville.

‘The father died there June 1, 1887, and the

mother September 20, 1892. The parerts
had nine children, ceven now living; Iguatz,
of Fayette county; Jubana, now Mrs.
Spacek, also of that county; Rozina, now
Mrs. Skopik, of Burleson county, Texas; John
H., our subject; Mary, now Mrs. Reek, of

Fayetto county; Anton, of that county; and .. :

Rozallia, now Mre.
county, 2
J. H, Krenek was born in Moravia, No-
vember 24, 1868, and was reared to manhood
in Fayette county, Texas,
located on.a farm in  Burleson vounty, where

1 e

Fr.ankg aleo of Fayette

Mr. and Mrs.

He subsequently -




Forerunners of the Liberty Hill Baptist Church

THE LIBERTY HILL

MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
OF CHRIST

above name and was so called until the First Baptist Church at
Liberty Hill was organized in 1882. It then became known as the
"0ld Liberty Hill Baptist Church." The exact date of its organ-
ization is “unknown.

The Baptist people of West Williamson County began to have
preaching services’ in 1854, in the home of W.0.Spencer. Later

they held their services in a small school house or under a
brush arbor,

The original church records were filed away in 1869, and no
trace of then can be found. The names of the charter members .
and of others joining up to that date are all thatwwas transcribed
in the next and last records. I am indebted to E.L. Chance, (1873~

1946) the last church clerk, for preserving and furnishing us with

these records,

The W.0. Spencer home was the community center, the post office,
the church house ang the lodge for earlyhtravelers,

When the Baptist Church was organized, it was called the "Liberty
Hill Missionary Baptist Church of Christ",

I am indebted to Mrs.Lizzie Spencer Hurley, daughter of Mr. W.O.
Spencer, for the list of the names of pastors serving the church

prior to 1869, and other valuable data regarding the early years
of this church, ¢

The church aﬁd post office were located four miles west of
the present site of uiberty Hill, on the Austin-Burnet road, now
known as State Highway No. 29,

Following is a list of the membership, just as it is recorded in
the constitution of the above-named church: 5

Male Members Female Members

John Russell,Deacon  1808-1892 Nancy Russell 1806-1894
T.P. Poole 1819-1905 M.C. Spencer 1826-1913
B.F. Johnson Biddie C.Dycus

T.K. Wood . Elvina Ray

W.D. Wood Ann E. Spencer

J.M. Spencer 1820-1853 W.H. Thornton

Pleasant Queen Martha Queen

D.W. Thornton Elizabeth Queen

W.W. Queen Judith M. Bryson 1790-1881

Mollie J. Thomas
M.E. Chamberlain
L. Myrack
Elizabeth Johnson
Nannie E. Wood

Barton, Miss Lelah, History of the Liberty Hill Baptist Church
ppi  17-20 . Liberty Hill,Texas 1947
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These people, for the most part, had recently moved to Texas from
the Barolinas to establish a new home.

. The church building was not constructed until 1870 or 1871.Rev. W.O.
.Spencer donated the ground for the church.,

John Russell,(1808-1892) F.M. Barton(1832-1918),T.P. Poole, (1819~
1905) made up the building committee.

The house was built of native rock, quarried by members of the
church, The timber used was hauled by ox-teams from Bastrop, ‘a
distance of sixty-four miles. All work was donated by members and
friends, except that of one stone mason.

. The building was: also planned to be used for school purposes, and
the people of other faiths were liberal with their donations and
labor. John Covington Parks(1819-1887),anelder in the Presbyterian
Church, and his wife Rebecca (1835-1903) gave freely of their time,
labor and devotion.

Pastors serving prior to 1867 were Revs. Talley. Bacon, Grammar,
Forbes and H.M. Burroughs. Those serving after 1876 were as follows:

D.D. Roach T:A. Roach
G.G. Andrews J.A. Arbuckle
D.D. Foreman(1817-1892) E. MeDaniel
J.E. Hamilton D.L. Hamilton
W.C. Garrett J.E. Bell

After 1907 the church did not have the services of a regular pastor.
The pulpit was often filled by pastors of the First Baptist Church or
by associational missionaries.

The church continued to function until June 12,1910, when in con-
ference it disbanded.Rev. W.R. Hornburg, pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Liberty Hill, moderator, and E.L. Chance, church clerk.The
trustees of the church were given power to deed all church property
to the First Baptist Church of Liberty Hill which was shortly done.
Four years later, the old building was sold to F.E. Parks; the
structure was wrecked and the material removed from the site. Two
business houses in Liberty Hill were constructed from the rock in
the old church. Thus,one of the oldest landmarks of this section of

the state ceased to exist.

During the nearly half century that this old church functioned it
enrolled more than two hundred members, most of whom it baptized.
Deacons were ordained as demands arose. It ordained the following
ministers: T.A. Roach, J.A. Arbuckle and W.H. Albertson,all of whom
it had also received into the church and baptized. Rev. Roach and
Rev. Arbuckle later served as pastors. :

Items of interest gathered from various sources.

Dr. George W. Truett visited and preached to this church during
his early ministry. "

The Austin Association met with the Liberty Hill Missionary Baptist
Church of Christ as early as 1870 or 1871, Delegates and local members
alike brought tents and camped from Thursday until the following Mon-
day morning. -

The annual camp meeting was held in August or September. Often there

Barton, Miss lelah, History pPp20=-=22
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were fifty or sixty tents on the grounds.

Literature for Sunday School consisted of Catechisms for the

;children and Bible used exclusively for the olderr members.
Sunday School usually met in the afternoon. It was difficult to

keep the Sunday School going, as preaching services were held only
once or twice a month,
The minutes recorded many instances of the church disciplining

its members for unchristian conduct or neglect of duty.
The minutes from 1876 to 1910 show that the. church was strict in
business,loyal to Christian duties and faithful to her obligations.
On October 10,1882 this church granted twenty-eight of her members
letters to become members of the First Baptist Church of Liberty
Hill (Bharter Members. Of that number Mrs. Nancy Margaret(Barton)
Hefner, of Georgetown, is the only surviving member.(1862-1952)

Barton, Miss lelah, History P23 p 30



Zzion Baptist Church in Burnet County

'From South darolina to Texas in 1854.Reminiscences from !'the pen
"of Mrs.Martha Poole Chapman of Liberty Hill.

We circled around the town of Sabine three miles up the river,
then on to Palestine, Nacogdoches, Crocget. and other little_towns,
then to old Washington-on-the-Brazos,which was the fiest capitol of
Texas. Soyyou see, I have seen the first capitol of Texas, and also
the second,and ,6f course,the third. Then on %o Washington County
_and 01d Independence. We spent part of Christmas week in the neighbor-

hood of Gay Hill, the Bartons, Russells and Goodlets having relatives
there,
. My birthday was the 19th of December, and I was twelve years

old. After celebrating it there that week we came ton to Williamson C
County where we met the Brysons, who were old friends and Carolinians.
We camped near their home until we could find a place to move to.The
following April my father and Dr. Barton bought a tract of land in
Burnet County. My father,T.P. Poole, sold his home to old Mr. John
Russell; it now goes by the name of the James Russell place.While

I was living at that place, the Zion Baptist Church wasiorganized

in a little log schoolhouse on the south side of Oatmeal Creek. I

was then in my fourteenth year. As well as I remember, the church
was organized with about eighteen members. Here I will list all

the names I can think of: Brother E.McDaniel and wife, Dr.Barton,
Colonel Barton and others of the family, the Spencers, Russells,
Johnsons, Pooles, and Roundtrees. Brother McDaniel was called as
pastor and served the church a long time, becoming well loved by
everyone. This church grew to be a strong one, and when the old
Liberty Hill church two miles above Liberty.-Hill was organized, the

majority of its members were from the oldséZion church. I am

writing this for my children and grandchildren on May 26,1927, in
my 85th year. (3) '

Mrs. Lucy Allen's Letter

Beptram, Texas
- October 13,1962
Dear P.S.

Just read in today's Bertram Enterprise the story of
Silent Grove (the second Baptist church in this area.)

I am one grandparent who remembers attending school and
church at Silent Grove Schoolhouse.

About 1908 or 1910,I lived with my parents in the Albertson
rent house on the brow of the hill just east of Mr. Edd Witcher.

My sister and two or three brothers walked to school along with
several Withcher kids.

We lane kids attended ghurch regularly at the schoolhouse
that year, The preacher was the Elder Bell. There was a summer
revival which drew large crowds.Services were held under a brush
arbor with patfets around the fringes where mothers placed their
small children as they fell asleep. .

The Silent Grove church disbanded at the time Robert Hornburg

wag pastor at Liberty Hill, and the members came to the Liberty
Hill church,

I am in the process of gathering data for the history of the
Bertram Baptist Church and the early religious work in Burnet
County.,I have mentioned one small church on Oatmeal Creek which



was merged with the Missionary Baptist Church at old Liberty Hill,
~ later known as the Silent Grove Church.

: You will remember me as Lucy Lane, daughter of John Lane, Grand-
daughter of Reverend J.K. Lane for whom lane Bryson was named.

Sincerely,
(signed) Mrs.Lucy Allen (4)
/8792 -/9¢8

(3) Bryson, J.Gérdon, Culture of the Shin Oak Ridge Folk 1964
| pp 36,37
(&) Bryson, J. Gordon, Shin Oak Ridge
pp38-39
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Families noted
for heritage

By CLARK BOLT Coleman Ranch, Fryer
Farm Editor Ranch, Sid Fryer Ranch,
DALLAS — A total of  john  Fryer  Ranch,
383 Texas farm families Glazener Ranch, S Bar
were honored here Ranch, Diamond Bar
Tuesday in ceremonies at Ranch.
the State Fair Grounds in Gonzales County:
conjunction  with  the  Brautigam River Bend
Family Land Heritage Farm, Hodges Farm,
program. Jack Osbome  Ranch,
The program honors  Glass Ranch, Goodwin

e

Thursday. Octobe

r 16. 1975

The Williamson County SUN

Section 1, Page 13

Georgetown, Texas
Thursday, October 16, 1975

Memorial marker set

at Macedonia cemetary

families who have

continued to  produce
. agricultural goods for 100
o years or more on the
*_same land. A certificate is
" issued/ for each of these
" properties. Names are
i also entered in the Family
{~Land Heritage Registry.
‘- A total of 560 families
©~ were honored last year.
n. - Governor Dolph Briscoe
+.. officially proclaimed
;'; Tuesday as Family Land
[ Heritage Day.
:=. Central Texans honored
*+ included the following:
:'_' Bastrop County:
« Wolfenberger Farm, T.C.
. Franklin, Mr. and Mrs.
' Warren Higgins, Yerger
< Hill, Lentz Ranch, Rother
< Farm, Old Eskew Ranch,
' ACT Ranch.

- Bell County: Stafford

Farm, B.E. Whittington,

Wofford Farm.

Bosque County:
Anderson Ranch, Hoel
Ranch, Homerstad Farm,
S.M. Oswald Farm.

Brazos County: Presnal
Ranch.

Caldwell County: Major
Reed Farm, Callin Ranch.

Farm, Herman Hitzfedler
Ranch, Knibbe Ranch,
KTV Angus Ranch,
Uecker’s Farm.

Coryell County: Rabb
Bertrand, Adrian Foote
Ranch, Foster Farm,
Gorman Ranch, Hampton
Ranch, Patterson Farm,
M.V. Dyer Ranch, Russell
Ranch, Scott Farm and
Ranch.
| Falls County: W.AW.

Farm and Ranch, Whatley

Farm.

.- Freestone County:
_ Carroll and Brown Ranch,

el o o,

Ranch, George Hinton
Farm, Russell Ranch,
Vernon Ranch, McCaskill
Farm, Greenwood Acres,
Perkins Ranch, Robinson
Ranch, Selman Ranch,
Sorell Ranch, Willow
Pond Farm.

Guadalupe County:
Gelven Farm, Baker
Farm.

Hamilton County:
Billingsley Ranch, Rube
Segrist Farm.

Hays County: Rogers
Ranch.

Hill County: Graham
Farm, LBJ Ranch, Moore
Farm.

Lampasas County: Bain
Ranch, Field's Farm,
Hardy Ranch, Walerk
Farm.

Limestone County:
Looking Glass Ranch,
Boyd Farm, Jennings
Farm, Pippin Farm, Valle
Alegre Ranch.

Milam County: Nisbett
Farm, Graham Looney
Farm, Niley J. Smith
Farm.

Navarro County: Our
Acres, Spring Branch
Acres, Talley Ranch.

Robertson County:
Kenner Farm, Morgam
Farm, Thompson Farm.

Travis County: Emil
Bohls Farm, C.
Wolf-Goerner Ranch,
Henry Pfluger Jr. Farm,
Lisso  Farm, Willard
Pfluger Farm, Robertson
Farm, Emmitt and Minnie
Fuchs Farm, Smith
Ranch.

Williamson County:
John D. Mason Farm,
Lewis Ranch, John G.
Matthews, Saul Ranch,
John Vernon Stiles Farm
and Ranch,

Dedication of a memorial Pope, Mrs. Maggie Tegge
marker at, the Macedonia Stearns, Mrs. Augusta
Cemetery was held Sunday, Oc- Cavanaugh and Joe
tober 11, with 78 members and Moldenhour.

guests present for the
ceremony.

Ollie Davidson, president,
welcomed the group to the fifth
annual meeting and memorial
marker dedication.

H.E. “Dick’ Lindsey,
president-elect, introduced the
speaker, O.E. Davidson, Jr. of
Lockhart, pastor of Church of

The speech included a brief
history of the once-thriving
community of Macedonia and
its early settlers. Early settlers
in the 1860’s had established
churches, store, gin, Masonic
Lodge, blacksmith shop, -
-Grange and school on the banks
of Opossum Creek. The
cemetery is the last remaining
landmark of Macedonia.

R s

Christ, who made the dedica- {7, yn¢i] five years ago the

tion address."
Mr. Davidson introduced cemektery hw:i“ unkgﬂ:d anf.l’
- some special members, Mrs. markers hac crum R
Carrie Spiars, Mrs Dessie :‘:;:d.}:g‘cg?ce "h::'o;b:
’ : etery =
Moore, Mrs. Hattle Tegge ijon has set to work to restore
= the cemetery.
The marker, unveiled by Mr.
Davidson with the assistance of
- Stephen and Tommy Lindsey of
Buda, was inscribed “This
i memorial is a tribute to those
~who lie here in unmarked
graves..."”” with the brief history
_and erection date. <
. A basket lunch was served to
guests attending from Austin,
Houston, Pasadena, Lockhart,
Bartlett, Georgetown, Taylor,
" San Antonio, Temple, Dallas,
- Texas; Mira Loma, Califo
' and Hayneville, Louisiana.
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From - - Dade County Advocate, Published
at Greenfield, Missouri, the :
former home of Col., John T. Coffee.

"John Trousdale Coffee was born in the year of 1816, in Tennessee, in
which state he was educated, grew to manhood and married his first wife.
She was a Miss Soule, who died without issue.

John T. Coffee was a son of Joshua M., Coffee and Jane Trousdale. The

father was born in Smith County, Tennessee and died at his home in Warren

County, Tennessee in 1842 at the age of 55 years. (date from grave).

In the early forties he enlisted a Company for the War between the United

States and Mexico but by the time he reached New Orleans,on his way to
the front the War had ended.

He discharged his men and turned his
attention to Civil duties.

About 1852 he moved to Dade County, Missouri and was ommmmoa in the
practice of law, at Greenfield, for a number of years.

During which
reriod he served as District Attorney.

He was married to his second
wife, a Miss Hunt, of Boliver, Missouri, who died leaving one child,

Catherine Jane, who later married John Snyder of Georgetown, Texas.
He was married to his third wife, Harriet Weir, of Cooper County, Missouri,

ﬂ),iso died during the Civil War. Harriet Weir was a daughter of Samuel

Weir and his wife Mattie Wilson of Green County, Missouri.
children were born to this marriage:
and Lula Bradford.

Several
Charles, Buffington, Maryetta Webb

About 1852 he was elected to the State Senate, served a part of a term and

WaS recommended by both branches of the Legislature, to a Captaincy in

the Regular Army. The appointment was made, he accepted and he enlisted

a Company and went to Fort Leavenworth.

In 1856 he returned to Green -
field to practice law,

In 1858 he was elected to the lower house of the Legislature and was

made Speaker of the House.

At the outbreak of the Civil War he cast his lot with the South, raised

a Regiment for the Confederate Service and took an active part in the War
until it ended. He was a Colonel with the 3rd Missouri Cavalry.

After the War he left Missouri and in 1865 settled in Georgetown, Texas,
where he engaged in the practice of law and farming. On October 26, 1865

he married his fourth wife, Mrs. Eunice (Allen) Vontress, widow of
Judge Edward H. Vontress, of Georgetown,

mmHu<ma£»¢::Mmwm;»u%w:andmmdoismsamsmmmmawﬁwmimsg politics up
the time of his death May 23, 1890,

He left a wife and eleven children. Col. Coffee became a Mason at the

T
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age of twenty-one and was a Charter member of Washington Lodge No. 87
A F. and A, M., chartered at Greenfield, Missouri in 1847, He was a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

In the Library at Southwestern University, at Georgetown, Texas, there

is a book WAR OF THE REBELLION, A Compelation of Official Records of

the Union and Confederate Armies. This was published under the direction
of Hon. Elihu Root, Secretary of War. 1901,

Col. John T. Coffee's name is mentioned on ten pages of this Volume.

Mrs, Fannie Vontress Roberts, daughter of Edward Hughes Vontreee and
Eunice Allen wrote from Haskell, Texas in 1952 to Mrs. Rector Coffee
in Temple, Texas.

"Col, John T, Coffee was born in Smith County, Tennessee. He was
appointed to West Point and was graduated from there. He served
in the Army with Zachrey Taylor."

He was commissioned a Colonel in the 6th Regt. Missouri Cavalry
9-16-1861.

He signed the oath to the United States in Austin 26 July 1865.
His place of residence at that time was Waco, Texas.

Col., Coffee owned a ranch 9 miles west of Georgetown., It was
operated by a Mr., Sparling.
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Entries in the Bible of Joshua M, Coffee, Owned by Charles T, Wilson,
Manchester, Tennessee, in June 1975.

Abner Coffee, Born Nov. 24, 1769

Dice Coffee, Born Nov, 13, 1770

David Coffee, born Feb, 6, 1775

Tin - ty Coffee, born Feb, 12, 1880

Aimes Coffee, born Nov. 29, 1882

Joshua M, Coffee, bYorn Sept., 29, 1782

J. M, Coffee married Jane Trousdale Jan. 10, 1810

William Coffee, born Dec., 6, 1812

Nancy Coffee, born Nov, 17, 1814

John T, Coffee, born Dec, 14, 1816

Lucinda Coffee, born April 11, 1818

James E. Coffee, born April 11, 1820

Thomas S, Coffee, Dborn June 14, 1822

Mary Jane Coffee, born June 12, 1824, m. Tennison J. Wilson
Franklin B, Coffee, Dborn Oct., 14, 1826

Brown S. Coffee, born Oct. 16, 1829

Frances McAllister Hill, born Oct., 6, 1832
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From - - Williamson County Records,
Family Records and obituary

from the Williamson Count
SUN - 1919, ¢

Mrs., Eunice Amelia Allen Vontrees Coffee was born Ju

ly 31, 1838 in
Galveston, Texas,

She was a daughter of Samuel T. Allen who was a

native of New York, and who died 1838, and his wife Matilda F. Roberts
Connell Allen who died in Georgetown in 1879,

Eunice Amelia Allen was marrieq February 25, 1858 to Edward H. Vontrees

who had moved from Kentucky to Georgetown with his cousin Captain
Thomas Proctor Hughes, in 1851,

This marriage is recorded in Williamson County, Texas License No. 261,

'EBdward H., Vontrees was married Feb., 25, 1858 to Eunice A. Allen by
R. M. Overstreet, Presbyterian Minister,'

Judge Vontrees was a son of Samuel Vontrees who in 1818 married Maria
S. Hughes, a daughter of Edward Hughes, born in 1769 in Ireland, died
1833 in Kentucky, and his wife, who he married December 17, 1793,

Lettuce Reed, born 1775 in Kentucky, died 1854 in Kentucky. She was
a daughter of John Reed.

Judge Vontrees was killed in Alexandria, Louisana while serving in
the Confederate Army, They had three children: Mary 1859 - 1864;
Samuel H, 1860 - 1868 (both buried in the 01d San Babriel Cemetery
in Georgetown); and Fannie born Dec. 6, 1862, She married Jeffersonm

Davis Roberts and in 1955 was 93 years old and living in Haskell,
Texas.

In 1865 Eunice A. Vontrees married Col. John T. Coffee, a lawyer who
had six children: John T., Jr; Josephine Yearwood; Tomye Magee;
James C.; Florence Hanna and Robert Lee who died while young.

Mrs. Coffee died in Georgetown, at the home of her daughter Josephine
Yearwood, in 1919 and was buried in the I.0.0,F. Cemetery by the side
of her husband Col, John T, Coffee.

Edward Hughes Vontrees was born Dec., 20, 1825. He died June 6, 1864
while serving in the Confederate Army at Alexandria, La. A bolt of
lightening killed him and his horse.

Mrs., John T, Coffee's mother was Matilda F., a daughter of Elisha
Roberts who was a prominent settler in East Texas as early as 1818.
Matilda married in 1830 John H. Connell who came to Texas from
Pennsylvania in 1826 and was a delegate from the Austin Colony to



the Convention of 1832, John H. Connell died in Faljl

s County, Texas
in 1834 leaving two children:

John H, Jr,, and Josephine,
Following John Connell's death Matilda marrieq Samuel

T. Allen, a
native of New York.

He served as a representative from Milam County
in the first Congress of the Republic of Texas 1836-1837,
To Samuel T, Allen and his wife, Matilda,

were born two children:
Thomas R. Allen and Eunice Amelia Allen,

Samuel T, Allen's name appears on a large monument in Navarro County

as one of those killed in an Indian fight there October 8, 1838,
In 1847 Matilda married again,

of her second husband.
1854,

this time to Thomas J, Allen, a brother
Thomas J. Allen died in Galveston, Texas in

HEART OF TEXAS NOTEBOOK

Dayton Kelley.

Waco Tribune-Herald. Nov. 27, 1966
"Every abstract of title issued to land purchased in and around Belton
bears the name of one person more than that of any other. The name
is that of Matilda F. Connell, a remarkable woman who in 1850 provided
a 120 acre tract of land upon which the County Seat of the newly
created Bell County was to be situated.
"Mrs, Connell owned a full league of land lying between the Leon and
Lampasas Rivers and across Noland Creek upon which County Commissioners
in 1850 voted to establish the County Seat. The League had been
granted to her by 'letter patent' from the State of Coahuila and Texas
on February 3, 1835 and of necessity, all deeds to property which
was once a part of that league are traced back to Matilda F, Connell.
Matilda F. Connell Allen lived until April 3, 1879 and died at the
home of her daughter, Eunice Allen Coffee, in Georgetown, Texas.
She is supposed to be buried in the 01d San Gabriel River Cemetery.
Her grave marker has never been found."
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The Williamson County SUN

Section 2, Page 2

Georgetown, Texas

Thursday, October 30, 1975

Top mﬁ.mﬁm. award to county I_m,ﬁo:om.
Commission for best program of work

Mrs. Don Scarbrough, chair-
man for Williamson County
Historical Commission, joined
several hundred other Texans
interested in historic preserva-
tion and Texas history for the

to recognize the commission
with the most productive and
well-balanced program of

special activities,
DURING THE PAST YEAR
the Williamson County Com.
....,;uur.v: has had seven state
historical markers approved,
has done research or assisted
- Wwith research projects for the

National Register, on engineer-
- ing sites for Texas Tech, on

history of education for the
State PTA, on a history of
courthouses .in Texas, for the
- Family Land Heritage
“Program, listed lime and brick
_kilns. in the count

nished leadership for nearly
every community Bicentennial
program in the county, and has
presented a volume of
Cemetery Lists for Williamson
County to four libraries.

The local Commission also
hosted the Regional meeting of
Texas Historical Commission,
has furnished speakers and
programs dealing with history
to civic and literary clubs, com-
munity groups, history classes! libraries.
in_ junior and high school . ‘:Members of the commission
~fur- grades,. university .classes, - “who have been active during the ~Blackman o

church organizations, libraries,
and others. It has sponsored the
organization of Junior
' Historian clubs in schools, has
| assisted in operating a museum
at Southwestern University, is
continuing its survey of county
cemeteries, maintains a county
scrapbook of historical items,
and has assisted in the es-
| tablishment of archival collec-
Jtions in several county

past year include: Mrs, Stanley
Schwertner, Bartlett-Sch-
wertner; Miss Effie McLeod,
Florence; Mms. LeRoy John-
son, Edith Caswell, Robert
Eﬂ.uo. nwunwag?. J. T.
Atkin, Ha Scoggins, Scar-
brough, Miss Laverne Faubion,
Judge and Mrs. Luther Chance,
Judge Sam m»ﬁunwﬂ.o and Mrs.
Van Tipton, Hargett,
Il and ‘Honty. Labe) o

_ani enr; baj of
Graniger: Mr. and M. Eméty

Historical
Group Wins
Top Awards

NACOGDOCHES — The
Williamson County Historical
Commission carried two of the
top awards at the statewide
annual meeting of the Texas
Historical Commission in
‘Nacogdoches on Oct. 24 and 25.

I First place for Best Program

of Work (Millard C. Cope
“Award) was awarded to the
“Williamson County Historical
OoBBmmmmo._-.E._..Em award
‘recognizes that county com-
mission which has carried out
the best-rounded and most
‘comprehensive “slate of ac-
tivities during the past year.
 The next honor for the
‘Williamson County Historical
Commission was the winning of
. third place for Best Newsletter.
Ew%.ﬂ aw %MWM_ E,.o en-
coura; r di n, on
c.o_aomw Jevel, of news of the

commission's activities and of

.,_e_o...._,..ﬁoiu..o_nnuns
itorcal preservtion,

~—Sexton ‘@

“Mrs. Fred’
Buchanan, Jarrell; Miss
Myreta Matthews, Mrs.
Marshall Richardson and

D.B. Gregg, E?&uﬂ
M. Ahlgreen, Thomas
McDonald, Ranken Kennedy,
Miss Ruth Mantor, Mrs. Joe
Hannah Forson, and Mr. and
ﬂJ. jh”_ou Garry, all of
aylor; and Mr, and Mrs. Alvin
Ribbeck of Thrall. Em,
THE TWO-DAY CONVEN-
shows, and panel discussions on
a variety of history-related
topics as well as a tour of the

of historical groups, and the re-
cent .-_.a_".oaoun-. testing
Participants also had an op-
portunity to discuss local
preservation problems with

®



the €exas historical Foundatior
awards €his

Quota Buster Ceréificaée
€o

#Williamson, @ounty

In recognition of the Committee’s achievement of their “Fair Share Plus” invest-
ment in Historical Recordation, Appreciation, Marking, Preservation and Surveys.
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1811 COLORADO ST, « 475.2406
BOX 12243 CAPITOL STATION
AUSTIN. TEXAS 70711

€exas historical w..o:JnuSQOQ

OFFICERS:;

FLOYD SCHNEIDER
PRESIDENY
SAN ANTONIO

CECIL E. BURNEY October UO- 1975

VICE PRESIDENTY
CORPUS CHRIST)

MRS. RALPH E. RANDEL
VICE PRESIDENT
FANHANODLE

MRS. WILL E. WIiLsON
SECHRETARY . TREASURER

BEAUNONY MEMO TO: County Chairman Concerned
DIRECTORS
3. 3. BALaRo, x. FROM: Floyd Schneider, President

FORT WORTH

TreamAs €. BEnTLeYy  QUBJECT : Quota Buster Certificates

MRS. WESLEY . BLANKENSHIP
LuseOCK

MRS. ROBERT E. BLOUNT
SAN ANTONIO

HUGH BOREN. JR. CONGRATULATIONS!

ENYDER

MRS. CHARLES BYBEE

HOUSTON You and your County Commission members are to be commended for the

sonN cLiFron cacoweil@XCellent cooperation and support you have given the Texas Historical
e Foundation this past year.

ROCER CONGER
waAco

5. conrapbunacan LThe enclosed certificate is only a small token of recognition for your
TS ATATS fine efforts. The Board of Directors joins me in asking you to accept
Sisoaneones N it with our heartfelt thanks.

HOBART KEY. JR.
MARSHALL

We shall look forward to honoring you in the same manner next year.
BALLINGER MILLS
GCALVESTON

MRS, P. O'8. MONTGOMERY. JR.
DALLAS

MRS. MARY MCOODY NORTHEN
GALVESYON

MRS. A. M. PATE. JR.
FORY WORTH

MRS. R. F. RAU
coLumBUS

JOHN BEN SHEPPERD
COESSA

DR. D. J. SIBLEY JR.
AUSTIN

MRS. R, P, SMITH. JR.
COMFORT

MRS. BEN B. TURNER, JR
HousTON

CHARLES R, WOODBURN
AWARILLO
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1975 Annual Meeting
Travis, Marion, Williamson Win Top Honors

The 1975 Annual Meeting of the
Texas Historical Commission and
Texas Historical Foundation attracted
432 people interested in preserving the
state's heritage to Nacogdoches, Oct,
24-25.

Activities during the two-day conven-
tion included discussion sessions, films,
tours and a special DSA banquet and
culminated with the annual awards
luncheon held Saturday,

Fifteen winners in five areas of com-
petition for county historical commis-
sions were announced along with one
unusual award given for the first time
this year: the Travis County Historical
Commission received recognition for the
most Outstanding Project of the Year.

OUTSTANDING PROJECT OF THE YEAR.
Ina Ray Smith and Mulkey Owens accept the
award for Travis County from Mrs. Wesley B.
Blankenship, Texas Historical Commission
chairman.

The Travis County Commission
sponsored a tour of Austin historic sites
and an art contest for second graders at
the east campus of the Texas School for
the Deaf in Austin.

Mrs. Katherine Wise from Marion

| County received the John Ben Shepperd

Award for Outstanding County Commis-
sion Chairman. Second place went to

Mrs. Reuben Adams, Chairman of the

Dallas County Commission; third place
went to Mrs. Hallie Mae Fagan of Re-
fuglo. County,

Winners of the Millard C. Cope
Award for Best Program of Work are,
first place, Williamson County Historical
Commission; second, Nueces County

CHAIRMAN. Katherine Wise, Marion County,
accepts. Clifton Caldwell (left), State Com-
mission member, announced the winners.

o

BEST PROGRAM OF WORK. Wiliamson
County Chairman Clara Scarbrough accepts.

Historical Commission; and third, the
Dewitt County Historical Commission.

Mrs. Iris Ragsdale of Gray County
was named the Outstanding County
Commission Member for 1975. Mrs.

James K. Abney from Harrison County
received second place recognition and
Dr. Richard Marc%m from Nueces
received third.

Coﬂ;_l'r::y Commission named Dav'ld
Robertson with the Marion County His-
torical Commission, Outstanding Sub-
Committee Chairman for the year.
Houston County's Mrs. Glenda Steed
was the second place winner and Mrs.
Gilbert Vetters from Nueces County
was named third place winner.

OUTSTANDING COMMISSION MEMBER.
Gray County Chairman Mrs. Fred
accepts for Iris Ragsdale.

The award for the Best Newsletter was
given to the Wise County Historical
Commission. Second place in this cate-
gory went to Gillespie County and third
place to Williamson County.

The Distinguished Service Awards
dinner Friday evening, honored 46
County Historical Commissions for
achieving balanced and progressive
local preservation programs.

The DSA Counties are Anderson,
Bowie, Brazoria, Burleson, Carson,
Coke, Colorado, Crockett, Crosby, Dal-
las, Dewitt, Fannin, Foard, Fort Bend,
Freestone, Galveston, Garza, Gray,
Grayson, Grimes, Jasper, Hale, Harris,

- o ‘t*i:l :..

OUTSTANDING
CHAIRMAN. David Robertson, Marion
County, accepts.

| )
BEST NEWSLETTER. Wise County Chair-
man Rosalie Gregg accepts the award.

Harrison, Hidalgo, Hill, Houston, Jack,
Jackson, Kimble, Marion, Midland,
Newton, Nueces, Pecos, Refugio,
Robertson, Runnels, Scurry, Shackel-
ford, Travis, Walker, Washington,
Williamson, and Wise.

A rousing informal party topped the
convention off Saturday night with
plenty of food and a lively country and
western band and dancing.

The Williamson County Historical Com-

)

mission has completed Volume I of
“‘Williamson County Cemeteries." The
book contains 8200 listings in 87 county
cemeteries and is available at libraries in
Georgetown, Round Rock, and Taylor as
well asthe Texas State Archivesin Austin.

THE MEDALLION NOV.-DEC. 1975 T
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<The Williamson County SUN
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“'Georgetown, Texas ‘ - St

Thursday, November 13, 1975

Gabriel Mills historical marker to be dedlcated'

An official Texas Historical
rker for Gabriel Mills will
?tewu tedotzp m. Sunday,
Wednesday b,

Mrs. Clara Scarbrough, chah{
man of the Williamson Oounty

~————

-

Historical Survey.Committee. ~Newman, pastor of Bertram
The marker will be placedon- and Liberty Hill Methodist
County Road 200, 10 miles churches, will give the invoca-

northuat of Liberty Hill. “ tion. Edward Brizendine of

Judge C, L. Chance will givea Dallas will t a history of
dedication address. Rev. H. C. Gabriel Mills, Special music,
The Willlamson County SUN_.-  Georgetown, Texas

Section 2, Page 7

SPEGIAL PR!SENTATION Mrs. Don Searbrough (mtcr)
e;glalng le cross reference of Volume I of “Williamson County
Wes" to Mrs, Joyce Gadison, secretary-treasurer of the
: Library Board, and Mrs, Jarvis Plnlpot librarian. The book,
- compiled by Mrs. Scarbrough and other members of the
Hm&ﬂcﬂl Commission, took one and one half years to complete
oot 8200 listings in 87 county cemeteries. Mrs. Scar-
’ m;og' | presented the book to the Georgetown Public Library at
 their boird ‘meeting Tuesday. Otlm- copies are available at the
and Taylor Iibrarl theShteLibrargAreu
: ld, presldqik of tbe bmd. and J'un Valdez
45 prem

Pt e v-\‘

..1“~ o

Thursdby, November 13, 1975 v

.“Precious Memory,” will be
sung by Mrs. Lela Asher and
Wade Howland.

.. The public is invited.
Made of cast aluminum with
Swedish steel effect, the

. John G. Stewart opened
-._‘wasinuebylmform

S

marker measures 18 inches by
28 inches and is sponsored by
Harold Asher and Joan Brizen-
dine Davis.
Thelnscrlpﬁononthennrku’

reads:

-~ GABRIEL MILLS
Samuel Mather mleﬁ;te:u ﬂ‘"

in 1849, buﬂdhg a on

the north San Gabriel in 1852

a me

log cabin

near the mill. A small



I69-

18"x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker XM
Williamson County - 9/24/75 - on County Road
200, 10 mi NE OF Liberty Hil1,
GABRIEL MILLS

SAMUEL MATHER SETTLED HERE IN
1849, BUILDING A GRIST MILL ON THE
NORTH SAN GABRIEL IN 1852. JOHN
G. STEWART OPENED A STORE NEAR
THE MILL. A SMALL LOG CABIN WAS
IN USE BY 1854 FOR CHURCH, SCHOOL
AND LODGE MEETINGS. A POST OFFICE
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1858, MATHER
BEING POSTMASTER. W.L. BRIZENDINE
OWNED THE MILL BY 1865, ADDING A
COTTON GIN. KNOWN AS MATHER'S
MILL, BRIZENDINE MILL, OR GABRIEL
MILLS, THE VILLAGE THRIVED UNTIL
AUSTIN & NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD
BYPASSED IT (1881); THEN A DECLINE
BEGAN. THE POST OFFICE CLOSED IN
1905, AND BY THE 1920s THE TOWN
ITSELF HAD DISAPPEARED. (1975)

Incise on back: MARKER SPONSORS: HAROLD ASHER AND JOAN B. DAVIS



GABRIEL MILLS

The early village and commnity on the North San Gabriocl Rivor known as

Mathor®s Mill, Brisendine Mill, or Gabriel Mills, was not only a thriving come

churches and stores in the surrounding countrye
aide. '

The early sottlers passed over the hlack land in the ecastern part of the

county to settle here, where the river oxfered the macessary water for houschold

us3 and for livestock, as woll as for fishing and swimmimg. Thers was plonty of
wood for cooking, hoating and building, and there were rocks available for fen=
cing, bullding and for chimmoys, Nutritious grass furnished excellont pasture

for livestock, Good rich valley land could be bought cheap, Pecans were abundant
along the cresk bottom,

Sarmel Mathor, born in Scotland Oct. 8, 18]2,1 came to Gabrisl ¥ills in

1&}9% bought a leagus of land 4n 1850 from Thomas Rowe, who had obt2inod it from

tho State of Toxas in 18“8? In 1852, Mathor built ome of tho f--* 11lle in (il

liamson County, a wator-powsred mill for grinding corns In 1854. :uo nill s

dostroyed by & disastrous flood and had to be rebuilt.? This ¢ -, he built the

vill to grind wheat also. The mill was convorted to stoan in 196.2.“» Poople Irom

far and mear brought their corn and wheat to be ground into me.
of thonm coming from as far away as Llano,

L and flour, some

Samel was aleo the first blickamith in the community, Chief Yollow Holf
brought kim pure bars of silver to be beat into ornaments,”

By 1863, Samuol Mather had sold his holdings at Gabriel M1ls and moved to
Now Braunfels and put in & papyr mill, He was Past Grend Mastor and a chayter
member of Ht. Horob Masonic Lodge at Gahriol Mills, which recoived it s chartor
in 1854, He was Grend Master of Texas 4in 186263, Ho died in Mountain City, Texas,
May 17, 1878, and is burded at Kyle, Texas, In 1966‘.‘"'oeramms woro hold in Kyle

at San Mathor's greve by the Masonio Lodge, at which time & marker was placed bo-
noothcthe grave stone.S
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John Gilbort Stowart, born Jan. 17, 1809 in Ovorton Co., Tonn., with his
mmy and a fow othor i‘nmﬂ:l.oa. came to Gabriel Mills ar, 5, 1852, and built
a threo room log oabin, which beocame tho first store at the sottlomont. Mr.
Stowart lator built a dwo story rook store bullding, about 1855, Tho lowor floor
was used & store and postoffios, and tho upper floor as a Grange Hall, for gam
suppers and many soclal gather.lngl. John G, Stowart-died May 23, 1875, and is
buried at Mahomot, about 2% miles north of Gabriel lﬂ.ns.a

Willinm L. Brizendino, born 1819, came to Texas from Todd Co., Ky, in 1855
and settled at Gabriel Mills in 1865, Hoe had boen married in Ky. in 1842 to
Catherine M, Smith, Ho was a cabinotemaker by trade, At Gebriel Mills, ho bought
the mill and added a gin 4n 1865, He also purchased the generel store which had
boen operated by John G Stewart, Ho voted with the Democratic partys was a
Council Mason and member of the Cmd.athn mmrch? He died Aug, 2, 1889. ard is
buried in Ht. Horeb cematery at Gabriel Mills,

John R. Brizendiimne, son of William Lep w28 horn in Ky. in 1843, During the
Civil War, he served in Company C, Fourth Texas Cavalry, Green's Brigade. He
came with his fathor to Gabrial. M1ls 4n 1865, and was engaged in stock raising,
nilling and merchandiising, He was married in Williamson Co. Nov, 2, 1865 to Tex~
anna Isabella McKenzie, He was afflliated with the Democratic Party. He died
lov, 4 1921, and 4s buried 4n M. Horeb Cemstery, Gabrisl Mills,”

. Bryocs Miller Smart was Bom Febs 8, 1816 in Nonroe Coss Inde, and married
Feb, 14, 1836 in Springfield, Mo, Ho was a miller, freighter, tannsr and stons=
mison, Ho sottled mear Gabriel Mills in 1851, and ron a fredght 1im to Bronhem
during the Civil War, Ho owned and operated a tanmery, ocupplying leather to the
Confadorate forces, Ho bullt a fino rook home in 1855, which now has an official
Texas Medallibms He lator bullt and operated a grist mill in Purnet, whore ha
lost his 1ifo 4n & boiler explosion on Jan, 1, 1880, o 48 buriod at Hahomot |

Comoteary 010 '

Johmathon Bittick, born July 11, 1796, ocams to tho villago in 1853, and
purchised land along the river, He dled Sopt. 23, 1869, leaving & wifc ond sove
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1 iie"h hn-hd m sohbyn Cemetery at Gabriel Hm’.u.ﬁ

wmm Schoyli, bom llay 7, 1834, was a fine German varpontsr, giftod with
& sonso of architoctural style, lio doaignod and built the Mt, lHiorob Church in an
oak grove om a bluff overlooking t,he river, So}nynm built his own <distinctiv:
1033 on a hill ovorlooking the village. The house had a basemor’, large roor: on
tho ground floor, an attio, and & stecple on top, Thore was a well insido tho houss,
wlth ropo and budket, Ho died Oot, 31.) 1890, and 1s buried in Mt, Horob Comntorye

After Mr, Scheyli died, his wife sold tho house and lot to sir. Calvin Sim-
monss He practiced medicine in the commnity, meking his calls by horscback or
buggys He moved to Liberty Hill, Toxas, in ].900.]'3

Othor early sottlors at Gabriel !Mlls waroa Edmund crim. Alex T, lorton,
B, H, Stewart, Christophor C. Stewart (son of John G. Stewart), Rudolph Bertram
and his brother, Victor Bertrem,

There aro 1o reconds thet can be found showing that Gabriel M11s wms ever
phtted or mcorded. It wvas quite a task for the psople to make ths 25 mile trip

~ to Geozgetown, the oounty seat,

B. K, Stewart and Sanmel Il-hthar each gave 25 acres of land to lit, Moreb !fse
onic Lodge in 1856, That same year, a lodge hall was built on the land, Tho lower
ﬂoor was used as a school and church.z

We L. Brizendine sold one acre of land to the Mt. Horeb lethodist Chnrch for

G 1
$10,00 1n 1886 Houaver, tho church was there before that time,

i

In 1892. Johu R, amoham deided 81x acres to the Mt. Horeb jiathodist Church
for the eemetery. roaerving about ono=oighth of an acre ..or tho Brizondimm lot, The
comatery Joined the church lot on the aouth.]'F

~ samel Mather gave 3? aores for the Szheyli oemtery on top of the h:ln east of Gabe

biel Mﬂls.lé.
Most of the mmmg- and roads wore on hnd that belonged to Samuel Uathar.

Tne ﬁ.rstpostofﬁee opamd in 1358 in the rocl store, and continued thore une

til it closed in 1905, The postmasters weres - Samuwol Mather = 1858; Edmund Crin =
. 18633 A, Te lbrton = 1864) John R, Brizendine - 1870 to II.905.:|'7 After 1905,
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4% booamd part ¢ rty 1L RPD:

There aro no reconds to -m that Gabriel Mills was ever incorporated,
"Tho first store was operated 4n & log cabdn .by John G, Stewart, le probably
handed out the mil, which cams by borsuback from Georgetown. In 1855, he budlt
the rosk store, and ho and his fandly lived on the second floor, end oporated

“the store,’ Other mon that ran the store weres Daniel Ve Grant~1858, B, Te Done

nis, W L and John Brizonddne, and As e Bocknane1907-1910.

Tho store sold almost ewerythiugs Turning plows, harnoss,horsoshoss, Spursy

- nalls, lumbor, tonts, oots, clothing, jewolry, gloves, hats, end, of comrss, all

kinds of food: Viregar, drisd boans, flowr, sugar, coffee, tea, lard, candy,

gun, eta,

£ lawson Brizendino drove the poddle wagon for the Brizendins General Merchane

dise Stors. The pay was $75.00 a month, There wore no paved or graveled roads,

= Just cow trails, Thoro wore a lot of headaches in ths produce part of the trade.

A large portion of the gigs were rotten, tho butter rancid, and tha chicksns

~&lcks There was evon an instance where a chicken turned up in the egy case.’

A Ths uppar £loor of the rock store wes used as Grango Hall, for socizl gathe
émxgs. gano suppers, eto. John Re Brizendine gave a prize to the oﬁe who killad
the most game. in a cortain period of tim. Each animsl or bird counted so mny
points, and the meat for supper ws tims supplied, The meal was fit for a king,
£ach lady tried to out=do tho otber with tholr oskes, ples and honenade bread,

After the supper, all idnds of gaz}as were played, '_and there was dancing. Apple

cldor flowed freelys ‘

Gone Harrison ran @ store in a phhk huild‘hu from 1907 to 1913 on tha south
81do of the villags near the bridge, Ho sold groceries and dry goods, and kept his
80da pop mamrm»dm.uoo. Ho and his mmﬂyilvadinahouso back of the
storo,18 : |

William (Wi11) Asher ran a blacksmith shop mear the center of the villags
from about 1905 to 1911, and his wife operated the telophone exchangs in their homo,
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‘mzmn.muamnm Lodge (one otthourwltintho oounty), school and
ch\xrch.mnoorulofbhokdirh ‘numtoworo-d.othguunrooffrm

oak boards. split with froe und mnnt.

In 1856, a two=story fram building vas erected on the north side of the
village, the upper story to be used as a lodge hall, the lower for achool and
church, The building was 20° x 24Y, The’refters, sills, joists and studding were
follad, hewn and prepared in the postoak forut. nearbys The roof was of oak board.
The siding and uppor floor were ofrough pine lumber hauled from Bastrop. For a

2
longthm.tmlowrﬂoorbadmthingbutadirtmor.

The school was called Mt, Horeb, or sometimes North Gabrisl School. In 1902,

- District 7 included Seymour, Iit, Horeby Sycamore and Concord, It was sometimes

called the Brizendine School District, Trnsteqo in 1902 were: John Simmons,
John R, Brizendine and.hbal iilton, Sowe of the teachers wera:

In 1902, Mrs, Dora Watson, with 39 pupils

Hrs Lair

Ur. Rs A, fb
Mr, Earl H

On the night of Dec, 19, 1915, the lodgo building was destroyud by fire.
..-no*t.ly after, tho members of the lodgo wted to rebulld the lodge hall at o=
homt. two and om-half miles north of Gabriel Mills, where it is still in oper=
aticn.z .

The fit, Horeb lethodist Church vas budlt in an oak grove on a bluff overlooke

- ing the xiver, The exact date it was bullt 4s unknown, In the spring, there vas a

80a of bluebonmts surrounding the church, Behind the building, there wore Indian

mourds, In the summer, camp mootings were held under the brush arbor, s grounds
wore crowled with bugplss x;nd vagons, and horses wore tied to every availablo troe,
At night, the torch lights would % Wlowing in the wind, The ciroult that ft. loreb
Church was 1n -.m' compased of Fleasant Grove, Bertram and Mt Horeb, It was in the
'fnorunast. Conforence, 1lamo District) then in the lamasis District, and later
back 1n the Lhm m-trict. Some of the first circmit riders weres lMussett, King,
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_ Burton H, Thonas, Levi '.'nx;m-.-mx.r..
”,Mitﬁndamtmum.ﬂnﬁommmmmmmach

mh thotr guna bosido than,2?

In lntar yoara, tho Mt, Horeb con;,mgtuon bonn to dwiuilo may, 01d tirors
pasced awvay, and the younger ones moved to tho ¢i 193 and othor placos, and avout

- 1923, tho church b“ildine wag movod to lahomet, = "Ihere 4t was the Union Church,

‘with the chriothn Church for several yuars, ihon the Hethodists sold tho building

to the Christians, and the Mothodist congregation moved to Bertran,

The stately bridge, bullt in 1893 by the Chicago Eridge Company to span the
waters of the North San Gabriel river, sarvod the community for 64 years, The bridge
was dedicated wlth a Picnic and barbecus, There wore horse races and a bascball

| gﬂm. The gmat politician and orator, the elderly Cyclone Davis, made tho dedica=

- tory speech for the bridge 22 acxmstm. flood 4n 1957 damaged the bridge beyond
g repair.

The economic baso of the villnge and comunity was grazing cattleand borses on

open land. amll patchas of corn and vegetables were raissd for home uss, As time

went on, more land was put into cultivation, After the civil war, a great mumber of

crops ware plantad, Cotton began to be plsnted ext.onnlvely. Other crops were wheat,
bar]ay and maize.

About 1880. bakrod wire was introduced, and cultivation ang Oropt wore increasad,

¢ Botter breeds of cattle were brought 4n, A great mimbpy of t.heep wore miso.i. A high=
7ds slhoop W3 brought in by the Brizendines in 1835, called the Delaims iorine,23

By the 19708, very 1ittle farming was done around the old villaga, Tho econcrle

. bass yent strictly to reising cattle,

Soms othor oivio leaders and memorahble persons of the commnity weros Laniel V,

7 Urant (namo brought from SoetlAnd) eb bari 4n Pittsburgh, Pds Jane 17, 1835, iis

.Q_:)'»

. cam to Toxas in 1853, and to Gabrdel M1ls in 1858, and was a marohant starting that
' samo year, Ho mowed to Liberty HA11 4n 1867, am:u-a.hadingmmhant of that towm,

- b wvas married to Melvina T, Casbeer in 1855 and had nine children, Ho was a Domocrat;

‘ ‘_'mstraasumrofthe Masordc Lodge, axﬂm.ssumrdinthonaﬂ:odiatcmrch Ho
'uﬁmws.muwmmm’xmumumz’
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ibry Ae a;mn!.n.ny msx. ib mum1 }411s 4n 1861, lbwtodnsnm-
" oraty we a olmrch orkor and Ascietant Suporinteudont in Sundyy School 4n Lo Hothe

odigt Church in 1930, ilo was a floyal Arch Inoone Ho ddod 4n Juno, 1910, and 46 bure
30d in Pear Creck Cototory mas Mortrame?* |

Iarmoy Te Donmls W0 born 4n 1ol Coss Tonnes NoVe 25, 1655 In 2372, ho
drovo a toan for Ids unclo, and workod as @ farm hamd at san woba, T0M0. 10 COMD
to Gabriel 119 in arch, 1679 and bought 500 acres of land wloro Joamtion idte

ticik had sottlad, 120 acres boing fim botton lamle lo marriod Jallie &e O%tingor
- Ucts 24, 1000, and had oight childron. ;or @ timo, ho oporetod tho o%oro at uabriol

iiillse o voted tho Lomocratio tickot, and bolongod to tho Mothodist Chmrch, iD op=
omafad @ throshing rachineg for tho publics i becams tanglod in t'o olt, onl 123
k21102 on Juno 13, 19%te to 45 burded in foar Crook Camtery near Bertrame

Victor Fortrac, born in Gommny July 15, 1833, loft thoro «t tho 2go ol 17
a1l camo M.D.imson Courty, whore his brother, Rxlolph, had cop enrlinz. Jn
Attor sorvod in the Confocdorate Aryy, thon cemo fronm Ioudclan: whom 70 corvuds
o Gabriel 11ce lb had mot oo of the Arizondinos of tho coraiZy wiils in tho
army, and decidad to move there on eccount of hine Victor bortrea rarpled Joim
itta K1lotte lbdiodathtahom!nu&bﬂoltﬁllsﬁept. 30. 1913, amishzr:lcd
in iite loreb Cemw-y

Andm-a tather, ono of Gabwiol mlh most aanpkmm d.umm. s tho son of

‘mnlmﬂnr.anduaobomnt Gaxrisol :11.1:4&»11.1851. i wvas a aflnlo hunter,

trall drivor and Tezas fanger under Capte Joff inlthy, Coopany ke i ws witk lte

mmntmymmmmmom cxﬂ.otmg F00%y W0 comaitted tho Johnmon rassie

cro rdmo yoaro carnor?"tmhw lathor ws a po'aomn men, growing to a lolhd of

6%, Io was raroly bocm without his gpurs one Lo wore a larm:e, widoebrlwiad mts

bﬁ.s_mzrumnnyhmtomé'bmndon. and wore his trousors tucimd in nis Loot3e

'xbmammmmmm,wmmm%uma

metimmaouﬂnmmmlmmwmmy



Androw ifathor diod July 23, 1929, and 48 bured at Mt Horsb Co tory,”’

John Dunlop was born July 9, 1834 in Englands came to low York, and on to Gabe
riecl Mills at a vory early date, Ho was a ohnr'aar mombor of lMt, lorob Lod(;o.z A%t ono
timo, he operated the mill, Ho fought for the Confoderaay during tho Civil War, Ho
ran a smn store on his place wost of Gabrisl Mills, from about 1900 to 1912, Ie
diod Octs 27,1927.and 4s burded at Mt. Horeb, boside his wAfe, Eliza A, White Dunlops>!

Gabriel Mills remainad a thriving village for a decade or more into the 20th
ocontury, but the Austin and Northwostern Railrosd missed the commwity and went
through L‘lbert# 1l and Bortrem; then a fire destroyed the lodges tho school was- -
consolidated, and the rural population bogan moving away, The entire village disap=
peared in & fow yoars, Now soveral sizeahles cometeries are the only landmarks re-
maining of a Ploneer Village,

Gabriel Mills was located about 10 miles m;'t.h of Iiverty Hill., Take Boar Creck
road off Highwey 29 traveling north, You come to & "{" a short distance from Liberty
Hﬂls take a right and contimue until you come to & "I", Take amothor right, and
this will take you to the North San Gabriel River, and Gabriel Mills (seo map).

You can also locate the site by traveling about 40 miles north from Austin on
Huy, 1833 through the Hwys, 183 and 29 intersection; contime north past the Andico
road sign, to the first road to the left, Go:sbout three miles (past one cometery on
tho left and ons on the right) to the cross‘iﬁg of the North San Gabriel River,

I wish to orect a marker to homr_ those courageous early settlors who loft thoir
homes to come to this, one of the oldest ssttlements in the county, I hope this will
give to owr young people the remembrance and admiration for these hardy pioneers, and
mommvnwmbmﬂn.mbuupuw;m
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Hivs’fd_"'r-'yv"' of Williamson .,Couhfy's 60 post offices

G eorgefown, Texae
7 s lex,
December 2g 19?5

1ol

Georgetown, called Brushy, had the first

THE POST OFFICES
OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY
by Clara Stearns Scarbrough,

The first Post Office of Williamson County,
Texas, was established before there was a
Williamson County. It was designated in the
large District of Milam Nov. 2, 1847, and named
“‘Brushy.” When Williamson County was formed
the following year, the name of the office was
changed to conform to that of the new town and
county seat of the new county, becoming
Georgetown Post Office on July 27, 1848.

Richard Tankersley was postmaster at
Brushy, and since Georgetown did not exist in
1847, it is assumed that the post office was in
Tankersley’s home. He had considerable
acreage of farm and ranch land, some of it along
Smith Branch in the east part of ) present
Georgetown, and the Brushy post office r.n'ay
have been near the branch. Many communities
and streams were called “Brushy’’ in those early
days, for the name deseribed many landscapes.

Tenth District Congressman J. J. ““Jake’” Pickle is compiling
a history of all the post offices in his district and, in ihe process,
Clara Scarbrough was asked to do one for Williamson County.
The article here is the result of her research which took her io
ihe original ledgers in the National Archives o authenticale

dates and other particulars.

Even in 1976, there are stretches along Smith
Branch which are still “*brushy.’” Tankersley's
land embraced the section which is now the golf
course of Southwestern University.

Upon changing the name of this first post office
from *‘Brushy'' to Georgetown, the postal of-
ficials named Francis M. Nash postmaster, July
27. 1848, Nash had a tiny log store in the newly-
designated county seat, which had only a handful
of crude, small buildings at that time. Nash's
store - post office - stagecoach stop ; inn was
located adjacent to the “‘common,”’ which would
hecome the Courthouse Square. T!lere was no
courthouse vet erected. and official meetings

and jury were held under a large live oak tree. A
log courthouse was built late in 1848 or early 1849,
Jjust across the street from the Square and to the

east side.
The next several postmasters were also

merchants in Georgetown, a pattern followed in
small, early Texas communities generally. They
were Andrew J. MacKay (1849); Josiah Taylor
(1850); Evan Williams (1855); Andrew Mar-
schalk, Jr. (1856), who published the county's
first newspaper, the Georgetown Independent.

To continue the Georgetown postmasters and
years of their appointments: Elias W. Talbot
(1857); A. Hart (1861): Moses Steele (1862);

Stephen Strickland (1863); Joseph M. Page
(1865): Edward H. Napier (1866); George T
Harris (1868); A. W. Morrow (1871;; Jobn B
Napier (1871); William K. Foster (182
Francis L. Price (1873); Ada Talbot (1382); Ada
T. Whittle (1884); Daniel S. Chessher (158
Belle P. Chrietzberg (1888); James Kught
(1890); Charles W. Brooks (18%4); John L.
Brooks (1896); Philemon A. Schaefer \189).
William P. Fleming (1902); F. T. Roche (1914
Lavinia B. Henderson (1916); Josephine W
Roche (1916): Simon J. Enochs (1922); John M
Sharpe (1934); Felix B. Secrest (134 Lenard
R. McLaughlin (1952); Perry Hobson Martin
(1954); Charles A. Forbes (1967); J. D. Thomas
Jr. (1967); V. L. Williams (1972)

It should be interpolated here that postmasters
serving during the period of the Civil YV:"' “‘e‘;
appointed in Texas by the Postmaster Genera!
the Confederacy, John H. Reagan. They “":
listed along with those appointed by the U. 3

overnment in Chronolugiml order.
! Continued on page 0
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Rice settled ai'mﬁe Hill in
m‘
sérved as postmaster from 1849
until the office was dlmminned
‘&.13:357. ¥
briel was umeu lhe?‘
®hird post office in the county,
&“8 18, 1850, with' Thomas .
llen, postmaster. John G.
thﬁnnmeeaeded in 1853, and
Andrew Gordon in 1856. At this
time, it was discovered that San
Gabriel, which was near the‘
county line, was actually”
Milam  County! —:&
‘Williamson =~ so- recox;di-'
thenaﬂerwe\{q»
doung postng:e in ‘h{‘
was y,- Creek, .
éreated May 27, 181, wi s
Thomas C. Oatts, pnstmaster
Because of confusion with other ,
Bames, the postal authorities
requested that Oatts select ‘
another name, and on Aug: 24,
1854, the office was changed to
l'ﬁllnd Rock. Oatts selected the

(1860) ; Georgew Davis (1
Miss Jordena A. Davis (mw
W. Davis (1866); John Row)an%l
(l&‘l&, Finas A. Stone (187!)
AugustB Palm (1876); Hoiant
(1877); and August B.
(1877).
- At this point, “new” Round
Rock developed with the
coming of the railroad, and a
new postofﬁce was established -
there for the new town, Round
the office being

wngm mm Merrell M.

19); Fr. lu Aten
‘ 1& \I\-w hdﬁemr
‘ «mw aobm ohnson
:mm- Martin E. Parker

MSS um Q&nmu

‘l'b»mn Jstrcmn Busk from

;@‘:‘.Ofnh oommmeh. u?:&i:

Uin this uny community at the
'home of Rev.’ Wm. Oliver
‘Spencer for a meal and the
" night, He was seeking places in
‘Texas which needed post o(.‘
\leur'und\ oraised H

(IN) Wm. O. Spen
4 m. cer (1856);
°qur¢e W. Barnes (moi.
S. Jackson (1861);:Mrs.
AL.-Jackson (1866); Samuel
*Ellington..-(1887) - - Wilsot-R.
n:;-';\: oo R e s S S
Bra’{ton (1870); Robert N.
Renick (1875); James H. Booty
(1879); James G. Ward (1880);
James K. Lane (1887); G. W.
Hewitt (1890); J. M. Pool (1890,
declined); Julia Lane, (1891);
Joseph B. Hutchison um)
Lulu Grant; (1893) Jami
Connell (1895); Henry' i‘ﬂ
- Thorpe (1899); John W, Thorpe
©(1902); | Wilson “B. Russe]l
1915); Jim H. McFarlin (1
Carl'A. Shipp*(1984); Cly w
Barrington (1964).

Pond Spring, a village near a
_spring and pond (and moved
[ t: e about one mile to the

5 path), had a post office*
? igned March 16, 1854,
omas S. Rutledge, post-
master. Others were Elisha
i RHodes (1857); Thomas Strode
(1357) W. P. Rulledge (1862) ;
Mrs, Ettie C. Rutledge (1866),
and the office was d:seonunued
 July 29, 1880.
 Thomas Huddleston named
Bigdad.anenrly V{"&M
w&r of present- lg\
eston’s former boﬂe
sdad, Tennessee. The: town
j slaidoutinlaﬂ,andlnlm.
'H ton became its first
| postmaster. Hewas(ollqwedby
_F. Heinatz (1858); Mrs
iile ]{elnatz (M),(John I)'

Mason (1867); J \
e, g #gu i

W w beander (a m
byﬂlecomlngoh

oad 1881-62, and byp

d) on . 6, 1882,

Corn Hill, north f

‘n Loa (871
L. Pearce (1875); Tilman ﬁ’“

(Lea (1876); William J. Donnell

L1876); Wi K agm);.
Otto Felthouse um. Mont-
_gomery L, Hair (

:Roberla Hair (1882); l‘i’:gi
gomery L. Haif (1882); George
W. Weatherford (1886); ' William
N, Shaver (1891); Columbus J.
Jackson  (1892); :ohnnle
Jackson (1892); Thomas N.
Dunn (1894); Rufus C. Brown
£(1902) William: Dy Foster
i Jamenw Sm 901),,
'n\ogu B. Thoma (1‘:03(’

e office was discont

lmwede(l’) -f::refl (whlch hld i"

railroad ) ‘March 8, 1912
post  Oak’ m.na,,.u il

Southeastern Williamson
Cotinty, was named for a grove
of post oak trees which grew in
an open prairie. Tt wa's on a mail
route during the days of the

c of Texas, but the route
was changed because of trouble
with Indians. Post Oak Island
was assigned a post office Aug:
1, 1855, with 1. J. Kidd,  post- -
master Others in that office
were Webb ‘Kidd, Jr. (1859);
Samuel Porter (1860); Windsor

‘Fort (1862); A. J. Kidd (1862);
Mrs. Mollie W. Gage (1876), and
the office was closed. Sept. so
1880. -

“The county’s tenth post office

was at Circleville, with James

Eubank the first

March 13, 1857; other\pp-

pointments were J. B. Eu

(1862); E. J. Brown (mm,{

Seneca D. Brown (1870); I. A,

McFadin (1873); James A}

Simons (1874); James W{
yayman (1876);. Joseph E.
Jutts (1884); Edward Vernom
Stearns (1838). ‘Harye
Trueman Stearns (1891); "
William T. Shields . (1894);
Hiram K. Gilliam (1898); Johq}
V. Rowlett (1904); ﬁamel
Nowlin (1906); John P.

(1910); <John J.. Meeks™ (19

nd office was discontinued to
“l‘aylor Sept. 4, 1918. Circleville.
‘was settled on'the-
Rlver late in 1853 by three
Eubank brothers, and their
families, and about a mile down
the river was the still earlier

home of the McFadin family.

Florence post office. opued
Nov. 25, 1857, wlth John W.

ftnmeua'rms

(1972).

; Post: office No. 12 vng!
f M to' Gabriel Mills on

Indian ﬂghter. Pmmuﬁu
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Taylor Dec. 14, 1907.

Running Bnuhy (at - other
times called Brueggerhoff and
at the present time, Cedar

Park) had Joel Sutton as first

postmaster, Feb. 27, 1874,
succeeded by Mrs. Harriet
Cluck on Dec. 22, 1874. The
office under that name was .
discontinued in 1880, ﬂnﬁ&-
Cluck gained some fame when,
as a mﬂ mg
mwwmmmm and
went with her husband, George
Cluck, on a long cattle drive.

Taylorsville (as it was written
in most records) or Taylorville

Simons (1877); J. O. Frink
(1880); John H. Hutchlson
(1890); ]
(1892); John Lloyd (1894);

James A. Simons (1895); Carrie
E. Hoke (1898); Frank S. Way
(1812); John L. Brunner (1915);
Alex P. Hicks (mn Paula
Hicks (1930); Brunnd'
(1933); Mrs. Nell H. Brunner.
(1948); Daniel M. Hannau

stilllaterbemme.thewwnoﬂ
Andice. Berry's Creek post -

office Oct. 30, 1876, with

opened
Andrew “Buck” Jackson as

puunnswr he was succeeded

by Benjamin W. Stapp (1879);.
‘andA. Jackson (Nov. 1879), and
the office was di Dec..
1, 1879,

~ Hutto, Taylox, created by
ﬁtecomll:}gdﬂml & G-N.

post office the next year.
Postmasters were J. E. Hutto
(1877), mmmthewwnwu

Thorndale was assigned
post office. April 18, wgrna lma!
listed in Williamson County,
‘with Miscipsia A. 0. Moore
L (1878); J. B. James (1879) and
James K. Quinn (1879) all ap-
mgteezii bjfuz:-: ll;:onotauon was
™ n 1 u‘.‘ ['mn
dale was mmhni

Conel ‘(pudgc sor - .to
Anmmwuusm had.‘
Post office approved Dec, 10,
1878, with James F. Allison,
postmaster. The office was
discontinued in- lm

Buttercup  (also called
Doddyille), south of present
Cedar Park, was approved for a
“post office Jan, 20, 1880, with
Lillie L. Dodd (1880), post-
mistress; and B. T. Crumley
(1881); and Frank S. Clark
(1881), postmasters. The office
was discontinued briefly in
1882; reinstated Dec. 21, 1883,
when B. J. Oliver was post-
master, and closed Jan, 12, 1894,
Postmaster Crumley was a
medical doctor with some
Cherokee Indian ancestry.

~Beaukiss, established in 1880
by ‘‘Uncle Sammy'" Slaughter,
an: Indian, had the following
postmasters: Samuel M.
Slaughter (1880); Dan M.
Cunningham (1882); Thomas C.
Lemaster (1883); Silas A.
Abbott (1884); Jesse S. Arnold
(1890); VirgllF Eubank (1890);
Edmund H. Guentzel (1894);
Silas A. Abbott (1896); Charla
K. Ryan (1919); Charles G.
Jordan (1931).

Brueggerhoff (later name for
Running Brushy), had two,
postmasters,
Crumley (ulemnd gy'C‘-
Isaacs (1884), and the name was «
changed to Cedar Park post:
office in 1887. L ds

~ Hopewell was»a very early
settlement in southwestern
Williamson County ﬁmg called

Burleson’s Springs. The
maupm of the Woﬂord
Johnson family by Indi ans took

'

~ Lanford l'.'1

Thomas W. Reﬁ'éi (1890);
Charley L. Fowlér (1891);
Lucas Rowntree (1893); Ed-
ward ' G. Armstrong (1898);
Jefferson D. Bell (1905). The
voffice was transferred to Bell
“County Feb. 8, 1910 , and.
postmasters since that time
have been li.qged in- their

Leander, another railroad:
town, and a successor to
Bagdad (see), opened its post
office Oct. 6, 1882, with John F'.
Heinatz (lately of Bagdad post
office), postmaster. Since then,
the following have held that
position:. Charles F, Heinatz
(1891); Charles C. Mason
| (18%4); George A. Cloud (1898,
decllned), Archibald - J.
Rowland (1898); Oliver H.
Speegle (1902); Arclﬁbald J.
Rowland (1903); Eunice E.
Craven (1911); Robert M.
Hazelwood (1922); Newton L.
Craven (1927); J. O. McBride
(1943); Rex H. Mason (1849);
‘Mrs. Jo Anme Giddens (1949); J.
Smith Cluck (1950); Mary N.
Bentley (1956); Darrell R.
Sherman (1957); Mrs. Emogene
M. Kirkpatrick (1960); Arthur
W, Faubion (1963).

Jonah is said to have been
named when the town applied
for -a post office, first for
“Water ~Valley,” which was:
mrneddqwn then ﬁor ‘‘Parks,”
also ruled out by the postal
officials. community leaders,
weary of hunting an acceptable
_name, said the place had turned
/into. a “Jonah, ' whereupon

 someone suggested that name
f d, which it was, and
‘was accepted. Postmasters
‘have been John E. Walker
(1884); G. W. Grammar (1886);
Miss Sallie E. Davidson (1886);
Abraham M. Bogart (1890);
William G. McDonald: (1895);
* John V. Rowlett (1909); William
H. Percy (1916); Fine L. Gattis.
(1951) _The office closed Sep-
tembex' 30, 1971 3

" Granger, the thirtieth com-
mmﬂtyanllllamsonColmtyto
be approved for a post office,
was created by the railroads.
Its postal officials have been
Colonel M. Jones (1884); John

rn (1886); Malcolm

n (1889); John
S (1889); J :l', spnmn
K

(

lliam C. Erwlq
.(l% Mdrﬂv J. Reeder
(IM). J, C. Council (1909);

William E. Thies (1914); Joseph
(i} comw(mumo,m

enenl mamd post office on
she post offi Jlnwl.;
assigned a ce '
1885, with William P. Wells,

tmaster, H. D. Newman was
appointed in December of that
year, and the office was
discontinued and the mail sent
{o Corn Hill July 13, 1886,

Walburg, a O«mmwm
community since about 1882,
was approved for a post office
July 10, lm. with Henry
Doering, one of the founders of
the community, as Wm
He was followed by Adolf C. A
Braun (1900); Selma A. Kuehne
(1911); John Kasperik (1912);
Albert C, Werner (1914); Walter
A. Werner (1924); Isaac
McGinnis  (1930); Carroll C.
Wedemeyer (1948); Gilbert C.
Kurio (1949).

Rattan, a flag stop on- the
Austin and Northwestern
‘Railroad in 1882, was assigned a
post office Feb. 5, 1887, with
Daniel R. Munn as first post-
master. John J. Arnot was
appointed March*s 1887, and
Erastus W. Kerr on Jan. 14,
1888; the .office discontinued
Dec. 7, 1888, ‘

Grove Ranch was the name of
the post office for the tiny
hamlet of Elm Grove, where
Joseph Rubarth settled in 1844.
It had once been an Indian
village, and later was a part of
_the large Hoxie Rgnd\.
Grove Ranch post office o -
Aug. 17, 1887, with Marion M.
Williams, Apostmaster His

andlebar moustache half
black and half white, gave the
affable  gentleman the
nickname, ‘‘Polecat" Willhm.s.

Cedar Park had earlier post
office called Running Brushy,
then Brueggerhoff. As Cedar
Park, the office has l;a:d ‘these
_postmasters: Wesley c Isaacs
(1887); William B. eown
(1889), Emmett Cluck (1892);
Ora V. Cluck (1929); David A.
Cluck (1939); Mrs. Lena Mae
 Henry (1940); Roscoe H.
. Faubion (1942); Lena Mae
Henry (1944); Roscoe H.
Faubion (1945); Ida B, Webster
(1957). ¥
| Co plml. 1

-’wudcveloped lulwﬂlo hr-'
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Goetz fﬁm:
Wlmlm‘ Goetz (1906); Duncan
M. Broach (1907); John Goetz,
Jr. (1908); Harvey L. Copeland
(sic.)  (1911); Oscar P.
Spiegelhaver (1928); William F.
Schwenke (1950).

The early community of Rock
House could not get that name
approved for a post office, so
offered “Draco’ to pogm'
authorities, who accepted it.
Draco is a Tuacano Indian
name for favorite tamping
place, and was the site of a

after about 1880. A post office
was assigned Sept. 12, 1890, with
Fritz Krauss being appointed as

Laneport inamed for a
family, Lane, and because of it
location on the San Gabriel

Jerry C. Hollomon, r.
(1892) ; John T. McCarty (1895);
Goorge W. Reeder (IM).
Walter L. Johnson (1904);
Seaborn B. Maddox (1907,
declined); James M. Jarrell

30, 1907. ke =gl

Allison (suecesm' to the
Conel post office) settled by the.
Allison family in 1847. In 1892,
ﬂxepouofﬁeeopmedmdutm
name, Allison, with Calvin Gy
Allison (1892) and then Charles
S. williamson (1893), postr
masters. Mail was changed to
Gnngcinim.nndthem

closed.
'Neusser.  (later cnllqd
Nalurviue), ‘was pamed for
Neusser, settler there in
_ ‘who Anglicized his name
ww‘*mmm
three postmasteu. Edward
Aschen (Dec. 30, 1892); Joseph
icek (1893); August F.'
4), the office closing

the opening of that office April
15, 1893, Is in farming country!
Other appointments to the post
office Were William
(1898, changed to Wilh
‘Rummel a month later)s
Robert Stumhofer (1908),
the office closed Jan, 81, 10081
Wopmed o
e, its post
‘office May 12, 1893, with Patrick
G. Tartar, postmaster. Othets;
holding that polluon werd
Patsie J. Gate (1894); Ranza EI'
«Luttrell (1895); Josiah Wq
" Rainwater (1897); John D. R:¢
¢ Cooper (1899); Robert A. Skeen
(1899); Josiah W. Rainwater
(1901); Gusta Tindel (1903)/
th office discontinued Sept
15, 1904.
Gower. north of Hutto, oti
«Oo&onwood Creek, had a store<
post office, school and gin, with
Bennet A. Gower serving as the
only postmaster, June 8, 1893
until the office closed Oct. 26,
1896.

Sandoval, village neat
Turkey Creek in east
Williamson County, was first
called Carlville or Streichville;
for Carl Streich who came there
in 1882. The post office could not
use either name, but Sandoval
was accepted. Postmasters
were C. W. Obermiller (1894)¢
Gustav Zeplin (1894); Henry
Dabelgott (1896); Paul Streich
(1896); August A. Young (1898),
and the office closed Feb. ”
1904.

Small, tiny village on
Williamson Creek west of
Granger, had a store and gin,
and nearby Ake School. The
post office in the general store

handled by postmasters

'Jathes F. “Jim” Trvin (1894);

Shadrach D. Irvin (1895);
Frank T, Smith (189), the
office closed Feb. 4, 1898. !
Leubner, village north of
[ Georgetown, also known ' as
Theon and Behrnville, was
called Leubner while wmmn
Leubner, an enterprisit
"' merchant, lived there. Its’
office, successor to Theon of-
fice, opened Oct. 27, 1694 and
closed April 20, 1898, with
Fridrick W, Leubner serving as'
the postmaster the entire time.:
Rutledge, established when
the Austin and Northwestern

railroad b Pond Spring
(the latter also called “‘old”

Rutledge), 1882. Rutledge

office Jan, 28, 1895;
post opemd i

postmasters were Stolley
(1895); w F. Wideman
1(1897); ard L. Sorelle
41899); Melvin D. Reynolds
w(xm).dw w (1900) The
officeé 3, 1908

mdl sent through Rmd‘

ealled Kellebog:{lllle, Keql,og,
Keelar, and Kellarville.
village post office opened
4, 1895, and closed Dec. 23, 1897,
“with Freidrlch Zahn as the only

'l'nwmvﬂle. the official vpocf”
office name, was generally
;cauedlwnsmm{or Exceldgr
Mill built there by J
Francis Towns and his family, .
‘just west of Weir. The post ;
office opened May 6, 1895, with
+James F. Towns,
fand after a railroad was

projected a short distance
away, the office was changed to
thenewlycreawdtownolwl 41

Andice. named for the first
.postmaster’s newly born son.

{4The name on the application to

Postal Department was

\rs&rend and what Isglﬁ‘

plicant,

Newton, meant for the name

was ‘“‘Audice.” Young Audice

Newton remained Audice, but"
since “‘Andice” was accepted in

Washington, the comm!

\-accepted that name. Rev:

. I Newton became Andice's first
Nov. 28,.1899. (The
umty had an qarller post i
office, ‘called B
Other pos! xt
have been Evans A d'
(1801); John Ms Rutledge
(1904); Willie D. Davidson:
'(1924); Mrs. Maude Davidson

. (1929) MuMaryEDolhhon

oﬁ&' named for wul!hy

railroad officials connected

with International and Great

Northerp, located in the large
ag Hoxie

" section known a8 Ranch;
had a post office only briefly,

L

with Mortimer R. Hoxie,

postmaster from Jan. 2, 1900 to
Feb, 15, 1905,

Gano, another village in
southeastern Williamson
County, had stores, school,
| church, gin, blacksmith shop,
Pootmuteu were James C.
Wluon (1891); Charles S.

); John R. Wilder

@ Homer S.
sprominent Texas mm

“historian. Postmasters Mé
been Raleigh M. Rﬁe} Clﬂl)‘
James C. Douglass (mw

Krieg (1935); meamG.M
#1938); Mrs. Burna H. Cain
€1956); Mrs. Doris Jm
Johnson (1970). _
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The Williamson County
Historical Commission met
November 6 in the conference
' room of the Georgetown Public
Library with M;sl;d Doﬂ hic:;
“brough presiding and calling for
romgl‘“ _ activities from
members representing

different arcas of the county.
Harold Asher reported that
the site marker for the once
thriving village of Gabriel Mills
had been delivered. The dedica-
tion ceremony will be at 2p. m.
Sunday . November 16, near the
Mount Horeb Cemetery on

“The Williamson Co,i}ggyksu N
____ Thursday, November 13, 1975

Section 1, Page 16

Georgetown, Texas

County Road 200, Asher also
reported that the cemtery is be-
ing beautified and a new fence
has been installed. This is one
of the oldest and most historic
cemeteries in the county.
According to Burney Dow-
ning, the Township Marker for
Coupland has been received and
the history of the town is being
enlarged upon. The dedication

Historical Commission receives many awards

is planned for a later time to
coincide with a significant an-
niversary celebration for the
community.

The McDougal House on Elm
Street in Georgetown has been
awarded an official Texas
Historical Medallion. ;

Miss Laverne Faubion, sub-
chairman of the Cemetery Cen-
sus, reported six more

‘&»e SundaySUN
_Page 16

Georgetown, Texas
Sunday, December 14, 1975

—

" County Historical Commission meets: =

cemelery. lists have been sub-
mitted since the last commis-
sion meeting, They are the John
Berry family, Goodeville,
Coupland-St. Peter's, Weir
family, Dixon or Hooper (near
Florence), Bagdad and Old
Round Rock.

Mrs. Scarbrough and Miss
Donna Scarbrough attended the
annual meeting of the Texas
Historical Commission and the
Texas Historical Foundation in
Nacogdoches October 24-25.

Every county in Texas is in-
volved in the program of
historic preservation. Awards
are presented in several phases
of work and the Williamson
County Commission received
special recognitiion.

Williamson County won the
Best County Program of Work
and received a framed cast
aluminum medallion and pla-
que.

Mrs. Scarbrough's book,
Land of Good Water, A
Williamson County, Texas
History, was chosen by the Tex-
as Historical Commission as

the bhest regional or local
history published in 1974,

The county again received
the Distinguished Service
Award. which has been achiey-
ed many years in the past by
the group of local historians or
their predecessors.

The Newsletter of the
Williamson County Commission
was awarded third place in the
state contest. Williamson
County was also designated as
a Quota Buster County for hav-
ing contributed the required
amount of donations to the Tex-
as Historical Foundation.

Communities represented at
the November meeting were
Andice, Gabriel Mills,
Coupland, Florence,
Georgetown, Hutto, Liberty

Hill, Round Rock, Rice’s Cross-

ing and Taylor.. . &

tor |

=33

- areas: Andice-Gabriel

The Williamson County
Historical Commission met
Thursday, December 4, in the
Conference Room of the
Georgetown  Public Library
with Mrs. Clara Scarbrough,
chairman ;

- Report were made by
representatives of the following
Georgetown, Jarrell, Jonah,
Liberty Hill and Taylor.

- Harold Asher told of the
dedication program for the long
ago village of Gabriel Mills.
The affair was attended by a
crowd of amost 200 people.

Some came from far away

cities in north Texas and from
the Rio Grande Valley in South
Texas. It was very gratifying to

der s that many

older Storians :

Mrs, Scarbrough announced
that the marker for the Penn
House in Georgetown has been
received. No date has been Set «
for the dedication. 3

The application for the sub--
ject ~marker for Judge
Greenleaf Fisk has been ap-
proved by the State Historical
Commission, The wording of
the inscription on the plaque
has not been written.

Historic Engineering Sites in
Williamson County are
numerous and Mrs. Scarbrough
has made a report on 49 of these
for the History of Engineering

_smshm at Texas Tech Univer-

ty

Cemetery listings are still be-
ing collected with Miss Laverne
Faubion as sub-chairman in
charge of duplicating the

copies. She states that the loca-
tion and directions for reaching

_each cemetery is of great im-

?Qﬂanee», “especially those in
solated places. Now that the
county roads are numbered this
task should be less com-
plicated. u

This Historical Commission
has always been interested in

supporting History Clubs in the
county high schools. It was.

decided to offer an award to a.
student in each Junior
Historian Club who submits the
best article of original research
on local history. It was pointed

out that the contestants must be
members of an organized

i

2



TEXAS LOG CABIN REGISTER

A Texas Log Cabin Register was started in 1975 under the supervision of
Prof. Terry G, Jordan, North Texas State University, Denton, Texas.

The following Log Cabins were found in Williamson County and were
reported to Prof. Jordan.

1. Built in 1855 1/8 mi S. Matsler Cemetery s. Andice E. of Hwy. 183
by George Magsler . It was built for a school but in 1865 was
converted into a barn. Dove-tail corner notch, Two rooms. Wooden

pegs used for nails, Mrs. Evangeline Daniel

Georgetown, Texas

2. Built 1852 on Gabriel Mills Road 2 mi W. of Hwy. 183 by Sam Mather,
Half Notch was the corner notch. Walnut logs hewn-squared. Stone
Chimney. One room and lean=-to. Emile Jamail

Austin, Texas

3. Built 1853 at Hunt Crossing north Gabriel Road W. of Georgetown by
Hayden Hunt of Tennessee. Half Notch for corner notch. Post Oak

logs hewn-squared. Stone Chimney. One room and shed.
W. L. Hunt

Georgetown, Texas

4, Built 1840s at Lawrence Chapel by Adam Lawrence of Kentucky. The
corner notch was a Square notch, Post Oak logs hewn-squared.

Twe rooms, one and one half stories.
Clara Scarbrough
Georgetown, Texas

5, Built 1851 4,3 mi W, of Circlewville bridge 2.3 mi E. of Jonah
bridge on Hwy. 29, by Luther Stearns of Vermont. Logs are hewn,
chimney is stone. One and one half story with lean-to providing

six rooms., Clara Scarbrough
Georgetown, Texas

6. Built in 1850s 5 mi. W, of Georgetown on Hwy. 29, by T+ S. Whiteley.
Corner notch is a half dove tail. Ash logs hewn-squared. One room
now incorporated in a larger house,

Mrs. Jack Nitschke
Georgetown, Texas

7. Built 1850 6 % mi, N, of Georgetown between Hwy. 35 and Lampasas
Highway, by J. Montgomery. Oak or walnut logs hewn-squared. Twa
rooms two story with chimney and stairway. Now incorporated in
home of the Irvine family,

Mrs. D. P, Irvine
Georgetown, Texas

8., Built 1856 2 mi. S. of Bagdad on old Bagdad road SW of Leander, by
Henry Edwards. Oak logs hewn-squared. Stone chimmey. Twa rooms now
incorporated in a l=rger house owned by Mrs. Cora Wray.

Clara Scarbrough
Georgetown, Texas



9.

10.

11,

12

13.

Built before the Civil War 5 mi, west of Ranch Road 2244 vy Sid
Evans of Missouri or Tennessee.

Hewn-squared logs and stone chimney.
One room. Owned by Mr, and Mrs, T. E. Holloway of Leander.

Leona Williamson
Leander, Texas

Built before the Civil war b3 mi West of Leander on Ranch Road
22kl by Andrew Hamilton o

f Missouri, Corner Notch - saddle.
Hewn-sauared logs, stone chimney. One room. Now owned by Don
Lyda of Austin,

Leona Williamson
Leander, Texas

Built 1854 off FM Road 2243 4 mi, east of Leander on Charles

Hughes place, by A, M, Brown. Half Notch was the corner notch,

Hewn-squared logs, stone chimney, One room, now owned by
Jack Garey,

Mrs, Jack Garey
Round Rock, Texas

Built 1850 half way between Andice and Liberty Hill, off'Hwy 183,
by Bill Williams of Tennessee, Corner Notch was dove-tail and

half noteh, Oak hewn-squared logs znd two stone chimneys. Two .
story, six rooms. Owned andoccupied by Mr, and Mrs, Walter Collins,

Clara Scarbrough
Georgetown, Texas
Built 1851 in North West part of County and now in 0ld Settler's

Corner Notch is Half-round. Cedar logs
One room,

ark, Round Rock, Texas.
half round, stone chimney.

NMrs. J. W, Ledbetter
“rs. D, B, Gregg
Round Rock, Texas




3 limits. by
14, Built 1924 on McNeil Road NW 2 mi. from Round Rock g;g¥ e
Ike McConica for Pat Walsh., Corner Notch - half ro
half round logs. Stone Chimney., Three rooms.

Mrs, J. W. Ledbetter
ers.' Do Bo Gregg
Round Rock, Texas
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15. Built after the Civil War 6% mi. W. Round Rock on FM Road 620 by
William Chapman., Corner Notch - dove-tail., Post Oak logs hewne
souared. Stone Chimney, Two story 4 room house owned by Mr., and
Frs. Tom Kemp.

Mrs. D. B. Gregg
Round Rock, Texas
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